
Survey Respondents

Swarthmore College Public Safety Survey – Spring 2016

How safe do you feel on campus in general?
Answer Response %

Very safe 387 75.6%
Somewhat safe 117 22.9% 
Somewhat unsafe 5 1.0%
Very unsafe 3 0.6% 
Total 512 100.0%

Themost important activities

Medical Response (90% rated “Very important”)
Responding to incident reports (75%)
Handling lockouts (admit to residence hall, building, or room) (63%)
Delivering emergency messages (55%)
Addressing community concerns or requests for service (58%)



least important

Parking enforcement (49% rated “Unimportant” or “Very unimportant”)
Adopt A Dorm Program (42%)
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online form

Almost all would contact Public Safety
Sexual assault
A medical incident
Locked out of room or office
A physical altercation
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Ratings of Adequacy of Public Safety Measures 
More than adequate Adequate Inadequate Very inadequate



Themajority would contact Public Safety
Suspicious activity
Vandalism
Concern for well being
Unknown individual in the building
Violation of Alcohol and Other Drugs Policy

The fewest would contact Public Safety
Noise or loud party
Verbal dispute
Violation of leash laws
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NOTE that in order to focus on the ranges reflecting responses, axes do not begin at 0.
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Ratings of safety differed by gender daytime Train Station
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Average Ratings of Safety

Location DAYTIME NIGHTTIME
2014 2016 2014 2016

Front of Parrish 4.9 5.0 4.5 4.6
Kohlberg Courtyard 4.9 4.9 4.3 4.4
Train Station Tunnel 4.0 4.2 2.7 3.0
Sharples Tunnel 4.2 4.4 3.1 3.3
Outside of Sharples 4.8 4.9 4.2 4.2
Whittier Place 4.7 4.8 4.0 4.1
DuPont Lot 4.6 4.7 3.7 3.8
Cunningham Lot 4.6 4.7 3.6 3.8
Fraternity Row 4.4 4.5 3.4 3.5
Olde Club 4.5 4.7 3.7 4.0
Lang Music Circle 4.7 4.8 4.1 4.2
Magill Walk 4.8 4.9 4.1 4.3
Mary Lyons 4.5 4.7 3.9 4.0
Palmer Pittinger Roberts 4.6 4.7 3.8 4.0
Athletic Fields 4.6 4.7 3.6 3.8
CrumWoods 4.1 4.1 2.7 2.7
Woolman 4.7 4.7 3.9 4.1
101 S. Chester 4.7 4.0
Your residence hall or office space 4.8 4.4

NOTE: Ratings range from 1 to 5, with 1=Very UNSafe and 5=Very Safe.
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