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f82O-192O:Women
Asserting Their Giuil Rights
By Ce I i a Ca u st- El len bogen

"There is no slave, after all, like
a wife... Poor women, poor
slaves... All married women, all
children and girls who live in
their father's house are slaves."
- Mary Boykin Chesnut, A Diary
from Dixie,1861
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'Good Things Are Aheod I
The 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, granting women the right to vote, did
not happen in a vacuum. lt was the culmination of decades - indeed, centuries - of
activism by women, asserting their own rights and the rights of others, in a variety of
spheres. The first ever women's rights convention was held at Seneca Falls, New York in
1848, nearly three-quarters of a century before the 19th Amendment was ratified in
1920. But it is important to see how the Seneca Falls Convention itself was part of an
interconnected network of reform movements that saw women fighting for such causes
as education, prison reform, temperance, peace, and, most importantly, abolition of
slavery. While anti-slavery and women's rights activism were intertwined in the mid 19th
century, of course, African American women found themselves precisely at the center
of that intersection.
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Ouaker women were a prominent presence in 19th and 20th
century women's rights work' lndeed, Seneca Falls was
organized by a circle of ouaker women, including Lucretia
Mott, working with Elizabeth Cady Stanton (the only
non-Ouaker organizer). Some of the foremost activists for
suffrage activism were from Ouaker families, including Alice
paul. So was charlotte woodward Pierce, the throughline
between these movements as the only woman to sign the
Declaration of Sentiments at the 1B4B Seneca Falls Convention
and then live long enough to see the ratification of the 19th
Amendment in 1920.

Swarthmore College is a vital link in the network
documenting the history of the women's rights
movement. As home to the Friends Historical
Library, one of the largest repositories of Ouaker
history in the world, it holds key documentation
including the papers of Seneca Falls organizer
Lucretia Mott. The Swarthmore College Peace
Collection also holds important figures at the
intersection with women's peace activism,
including the papers of Belva Lockwood, the
first woman to appear on official ballots in the
races for U.S. President in 1BB4 and 1BBB.
Moreover, as one of the first coeducational
colleges in the world when it was incorporated
in 1864, Swarthmore was an incubator for
women's rights activists including Alice Paul.
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This zine was created in summ er 2020 to celebrate the
centennial celebration of the ratification of the 19th
Amendment. lt is also the culmination of two years of
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intensive work on the in Her Own Right project, a
multi-institutional digitization project focusing on
documentation of women's activism, 1820-1920. ln Her
Own Righf is a project of the Philadelphia Area
Consortium of Special Collections Libraries (PACSCL)
and received funding from the Council on Library and
lnformation Resources (CLIR), National Endowment for
the Humanities (NEH), The Gladys Krieble Delmas
Foundation, and New Century Trust. inherownright.org
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Sarah Mapps Douglass was part of a prominent activist family in Philadelphia's
community of free, middle-class African Americans in the 19th century. With Lucretia
Mott, she was a founder of the Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society, an

organization notable for being interracial in a time when most antislavery organizations
were segregated by race and gender. Douglass also established a school for African
American girls and was the first African American student at the Female Medical
College of Pennsylvania.

Douglass consistently attended O.uaker meeting for worship with her family, dressed
plainly and lived "in the manner of Friends," and would be considered a Ouaker by
most modern standards. Howeveç her family encountered racism in most meeting
houses and were usually expected to sit at a "back bench" designated forAfrican
Americans, separate from white Friends.

There are no extant photographs of
Sarah Mapps Douglass, but she was a
talented artist and many of her
illustrations survive. A selection of her
letters are at Haverford College Ouaker
& Special Collections, and she also
contributed to a series of friendship
albums between Philadelphia-based
African American women. These
materials can all be found in the ln Her
Own Righf database at
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by James Truitt
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design by Susanna McGrew
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Wright Ghapman
by Pam Harris

"Do we not see more and more
clearly, the older we grow, that
not any one reform shall setthe
world upon its feet, but it must be
all the forces for good working
together, each proPelled bY its
specialadvocates, and as much as
possible, each holding out to the
other the right hand of
fellowship."
- Mariana Wright ChaPman

The work of suffrage was demanding, requiring travel, debate, and an in-depth
understanding of legislative law, yet Chapman was indefatigable. Even her
adversaries loved her. "She was a person of remarkable character; charming to
look at, with a sweet placid self-possessed dignity, yet entirely without reserve.
Her manner of speaking was convincing; her language well-chosen and
beautifully correcq each wcjrd and syllable distinct and clear. She never stooped
to sensationalism to make an impression but used a rather sweet persuasiveness
very like the celebrated worker in the same lines, Mrs. Lucretia Mott into whose

footsteps Mrs. Chapman almost seemed to walk."
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By Cel ía Caust-El lenbogen
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"Only the BLACK WOMAN
can say when and where
enter in the quiet
undisputed dignity of my
womanhood, without
violence or special
patronage; then and there
the whole Negro race enters
with me." - Anna J. Coopeç
A Voice from the South,
I

1892
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Born enslaved, Anna J. Cooper went on to become the fourth African American
woman to receive a Ph.D. She worked as an educator most of her life, giving frequent
public talks on women's rights, African American issues, and the topics of her
scholarship. The ln Her Own Righf project includes two letters by Cooper, both sent to
Anna M. Jackson, a New York-based Ouaker who was active in African American
education as well as prison reform and other causes. Read them at
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By Cel ia Caust-El lenbogen

f92O: Swafrhmore lñIomen
frght for the 19th Amendment
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19th Amendment. After
witnessing radical tactics
and dramatic theatricality
in the British women's
suffrage movement, she
was influential in bringing
those tactics here to the
US and adapting them.
She planned a massive
parade in 1913; organized
the Silent Sentinels who
picketed daily outside
Wilson's White House; and
was one of the women
who endured arrest and
went on hunger strikes in
prison to draw attention to
the cause.
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lllustration by Merrick Angle from the swarthmore college Bulletin

Paul, from a New Jersey Ouaker family, attended Swarthmore College worked closely
with former classmates Mabel Vernon '0ó and Amelia Himes Walker '02 on the Silent
Sentinels and other tactics. Other Swarthmore generations were also involved in the
cause - from Ellen H. Evans Price'74, president of the Pennsylvania Equal Suffrage

League; to Marion Nicholl Rawson '98 on the Connecticut women Suffrage
Association's Executive Board; and Mary Elizabeth Pidgeon '13, who moved to New
York, then South Dakota, then Virginia, to promote ratification in each state.
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"Swarthmore is growing to be an Equal Suffrage College," a 1912 special issue of the
ry oaûn a
Phoenix dedicated to suffrage noted. This seems natural, as Swarthmore was one of
ta ttt
the first coeducational colleges in the United States. Prof. Robert C. Brooks, founder of nltfl tu
fþ oçthe Swarthmore Men's Equal Suffrage League, based his support of the cause in the
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observation thatthe women in his classes were the intellectual equals of the men in his
classes. After the 19th amendment passed, lhe Phoenx noted that women
outnumbered men in political science classes for the first time in the fall 1920 semester.
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Alice Paul never married, and she didn't have an intimate relationship with any one
woman, but she maintained an extremely close-knit network of female friends. ln 1942,
Mabel Vernon met Consuelo Reyes, a Costa Rican woman. The two shared an
apartment from 1951 until Vernon's death in 1975 - she was recognized in Vernon's
obituaries as her "devoted companion." Reyes was an activist in her own right,
promoting women's liberation, peace, and notable Costa Rican and Guatemalan
women through her writing, audiovisual production work, and activist organizing.
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By Celi a Ca u st- El I en bogen
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While the 19th Amendment purported to award voting rights to American
women, in reality many American women were barred from voting. Until 1952,
American women of Asian descent were prevented from voting because federal
policy barred them becoming U.S. citizens and having the right to vote.
Obstacles such as poll taxes and bogus literacy tests blocked women of coloç
especially Black women, from voting, particularly in the South, until the passage
of the 19ó4 Civil Rights Act and '19ó5 Voting Rights Act. Native American
*orn"n still faced a variety of barriers to voting in the wake of the 19th
Amendment, and some of these challenges continue to exist today. Most
recently, a Native American Voting Rights Act (H.R. 1694) was introduced to U.S
Congress in March 2019.ln nearly every state, incarcerated women are denied
the rightto vote. ln more than half of states, they do not regain that right even
after release from prison, until the end of parole, probation, or even longer.
Because people of color are incarcerated at disproportionate rates, these
policies have an outsized impact on communities of color.
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One of the most powerful voices for Native American women's
rights was Zitkála-Sá
(1876-1938), also known as Red Bird orGertrude
Simmons Bonnin. Ayankton Dakota
Sioux writer and activist, she attended an lndian Boarding
School and Earlham College,
both run by Ouakers. Her negative experiences there informed
her later activism
criticizing the lndian Boarding School movement, lobbying for
Native American rights,
and celebrating both traditional and contemporary Native American
culture.
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Shortly after the passage of the 19th Amendment, Zitkíla-Sá;oined the
General Federation of Women's Clubs in 1921 and created an lndian
Welfare Committee under its auspices a few years later. She fought
powerfully for the passage of the 1924lndian Citizenship Act, which
conferred granted citizenship to all Natives born in America, and with
that, the right to vote. Howeveç states continued to deny voting rights to
Native Americans - particularly those living on reservations - and
Zitkála-sá agitated for full voting rights for the rest of her life.
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Timeline of Voting Rights
in the United States
by Kerry Kristine McElrone

design by Susan Dreher

For the complete timeline go to:
https://guides.tricolib.brynmawr.edu/19th-amendment-centennial

1776-1807

Women in New Jersey had equal voting rights if “they could
credibly declare they had property worth 50 pounds.”

1870-1965

Poll taxes, literary tests, violence and other intimidation tactics are employed to
implicitly deny the vote for non-whites.

1848

The first Women’s Rights Convention takes place in Seneca Falls, New York, as
a result of a tea party hosted ten days prior by Jane Hunt for fellow Quakers
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia and Martha Wright, and Mary Ann McClintock.

1866

The American Equal Rights Association was founded by Elizabeth Cady Stanton
and Susan B. Anthony, with the stated goal of suffrage for all regardless of gender
or race.

1868

Gender is mentioned in The Fourteenth Amendment, which defines eligible
voters as “male citizens” over twenty-one years old.

1870

The 15th Amendment declares “The right of citizens of the United States to vote
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account
of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.” It does not broaden rights to
non-males as previously identified in the 14th Amendment.
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1872

Sojourner Truth demands a ballot at a Michigan polling place. She is turned away.

1876

Native Americans continue to be denied the vote by the Supreme Court & the
14th Amendment, as they are not considered citizens--despite the fact that the
U.S. Constitution delineated branches of government according to the model
set by the Haudenosaunee Great Law of Peace. The Senate acknowledged this
influence in 1987 with a special resolution.

1890

Wyoming is the first state to include legislation in its constitution for women’s
voting rights. Twenty years earlier, Louisa Swain of Laramie cast the first
documented vote by a woman in Wyoming.

1893

The week-long World’s Congress of Representative Women was held in Chicago
at The World’s Fair. Nearly 500 women from 27 countries spoke.

1913

The Woman’s Suffrage Procession,
the first national women’s march,
is held in Washington D.C. It was
organized by Alice Paul and
Lucy Burns.

1917

The first woman was sworn in
to Congress: Jeannette Rankin
of Montana.

1920

Congress ratifies the 19th Amendment, guaranteeing all American women the
right to vote in state and federal elections.
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1924

Writer, musician, composer,
lecturer, and activist
Zitkála-Šá, or Red Bird,
also known as Gertrude
Simmons Bonnin, is
instrumental in the passage
of the Indian Citizenship
Bill. The bill granted United
States citizenship to Native
Americans, but did not
grant them the right to
vote per states’ rights,
despite the 15th and 19th
Amendments.

1952

Asian-Americans are granted the right to vote by the McCarran-Walter Act after
nearly a century of being denied citizenship.

1964

Patsy Mink of Hawaii is elected to Congress. A third-generation JapaneseAmerican, she is the first female U.S. Representative of Asian-American descent as
well as the first woman of color to sit in the House.

1965

The Voting Rights Act prohibits, nationwide, the denial or abridgment of the right
to vote on account of race or color.

1975

A third extension of the Voting Rights Act removes barriers for so-called
“language minorities” like LatinX & Native populations.
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1984

Geraldine Ferraro joins Walter Mondale’s Democratic ticket as the first female
and Italian American vice-presidential nominee representing an American major
political party.

2016

Hillary Rodham Clinton wins the Democratic Party nomination as the first woman
to be nominated for president of the United States, and is the first woman to win
the popular vote in a presidential election.

2017

Lisa Blunt Rochester is the first woman and the first African American to represent
Delaware in Congress.

2018

More than 100 women are sworn into the 116th House of Representatives. Ninetyone are part of the House Democratic Caucus: the largest number of women ever
in a party Caucus in the United States Congress.

2019

Kyrsten Sinema was elected as Arizona’s first female and first openly
bisexual Senator.

2020

Kamala Harris joins the
Democratic Presidential ticket as
the Vice-Presidential nominee.
She is the first Black and South
Asian American woman chosen
for national office by a major
political party, and the first
person of Indian descent to
appear on a presidential ticket.
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Celia Caust-Ellenbogen, editor
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