The Crum Woods

The Crum Woods of Swarthmore College is
one of the last remaining forested areas in
Delaware County, Pa. With roughly 3.5 miles
of walking trails extending over more than
two hundred acres of land, the Crum Woods
is significant not only for its large area and
biodiversity, but also for the opportunities it
offers for learning and recreation. The woods
are used as a classroom and laboratory by the
College, and provide recreational opportunities
for all, including the broader community.
Visitors are encouraged to wander the trails,
observe the flora and fauna, and otherwise
explore, contemplate, and enjoy the woods.

Crum Creek, which runs north to south through the woods, was
originally called Ockanickon, by the native Lenni Lenape who lived

on its banks. Following European settlement in the early 18th century,
the Swedes renamed it Crumbkill, meaning “crooked creek” Over time,
much of the land around the creek was cleared for agricultural and
industrial use. During the Great Depression, under direction of the Scott
Horticultural Foundation (which is today the Scott Arboretum) the Crum
Woods was replanted with over 60,000 native trees and shrubs. John
Wister, first director of the Arboretum, named the trails for acclaimed
botanists and horticulturists. The trail names on this map match those on
Wister’s 1939 hand-drawn map.

A Natural History

The bedrock of the Crum Woods is primarily comprised of soft schist
and harder gneiss. The creek’s distinctive oxbows and sharp turns were
defined by these rocks, as the water turned aside wherever it flowed
against a large mass of gneiss. Many plant communities have grown up
around the creek, including dry oak-heath forest, tulip tree-beech-maple
forest, and red maple-mixed shrub palustrine woodland, each providing
desirable habitat for native wildlife.

An Outdoor Classroom and Laboratory

Over the past ten years, students in more than 35 Swarthmore College
courses have taken advantage of the opportunity to learn in the woods.
Here, artists, dancers, and writers might encounter engineers, ecologists,
or political scientists—or a group of second graders from the local
elementary school. Crum Woods research initiatives by professors,
students, and outside experts explore a wide range of topics. Recent
projects include monitoring water quality; calculating the amount of
carbon trees sequester versus the amount they release through leaf decay;
analyzing wetland destruction; and studying the effects of deer population
management strategies on the forest’s ability to regenerate.

500 College Avenue, Swarthmore, PA 19081

Management and Conservation

The woods offer a crucial habitat for
migrating birds and native species,
but this valuable resource is under
pressure from invasive non-native
species, storm water run-off, erosion,
deer grazing, litter, and more.

The Crum Woods Stewardship
Committee (CWSC) was created
by Swarthmore College in 2000;
its first mission was to establish a
protection, restoration, and stewardship plan for Crum Woods. In 2001
the group commissioned the Conservation and Stewardship Plan for the
Crum Woods by Natural Lands Trust and Continental Conservation. Since
receiving the final report, the CWSC has been working to implement the
recommendations of the plan, which can be read at
www.swarthmore.edu/crumwoods.

The dedicated volunteers of the Scott Arboretum Woods Crew maintain
the trails and woods throughout the year. Regularly scheduled community
clean-up and tree-planting days give everyone a chance to contribute to
the stewardship of the woods. Swarthmore College welcomes gifts which
will ensure the care and maintenance of the woods in perpetuity. If you
would like to get involved or contribute to the well-being of the woods,
please contact the members of the Crum Woods Stewardship Committee
at crumwoods@swarthmore.edu.

User’s Guide:

o The Crum Woods are open to visitors from sunup to sundown;
visitors proceed at their own risk.

« Leave no trace. No plant material, minerals, animals, or artifacts

may be removed and nothing should be left behind.
« Remain on existing trails to minimize erosion and loss of native habitat.
» Dogs must be leashed and owners must clean up after their dogs.

« Fires are prohibited.

Project management by Camille Robertson ’13; design by Laura Stiebitz; map by
Doug Willen. Photos: R. Maurer, C. Sawyers, and E. Traverso.

OF SWARTHMORE COLLEGE Committee of Swarthmore College

THE SCOTT ARBORETUM Crum Woods Stewardship
N

WWW. scottarboretmn.org

http://www.swarthmore.edu/crumwoods

Crum Woods
rai l

Y4 THE SCOTT ARBORETUM
Y OF SWARTHMORE COLLEGE




o

salN 20 1’0
I N N N N NN R B

¢ (1w 1°0) Mlep usples JaisIp
+¢ (W GO'0) @ouUeNUT AeIS) BSY
¢+ (Iw ¢°0) peoy jusblies

+¢¢ (IW |°0) Yred Jojured

¢ (lw 1°0) Yyed @o101d

peay jleil  § ¢ (1w Z'0) uoKOd||0D UCIPUBPOPOYY

ayis yosessal buiobup @ ¢ (lw 1°0) 112q 18n0.41
Buipooyj leuoseag +¢¢ (1W Z°0) Ured lleystiep AiydwnH
BuiBuajieyD +ee +¢¢ (1w L") dayg J0jeb||Y

WNIpSN ¢4 ¢4 (W $°0) Ured weipeq

Aseg o +¢¢ (1L 1°0) Yled SuBAT

¢ (lw 1°0) Yred plemwnid
¢ (1w 271) Miep Asjen
+¢ (lW Z'2) As|powg-ladian

"I0JO2IIP JUB)SISSE

SB POAIdS OUYM TISTM
9pPNIIISD) JJIM ST pue
I9)ISTA\\ UYO[ TOJOIIP ISITY
$WIM}210qQIy A} Jo uapres
reuosiad ayy AJjeurdio sem
J[ "SUOIPUSIPOPOYI PUe Sq[nq
Jo sdaams £q payy3iysiy

ST U9pIes pue[pooMm SIYT,

udpIeD) INSIM

SAY pIeAJe|

“WN3210qIy Ay} Jo 3UIpunoj ay) 10§
9Jed0ApE A1Bd pUE ‘AUr)Oq JO 10SS9j0Id
QIOWIIBMS ‘G68T JO SSB[D) ) JO
IqUUIdW ToW[eJ [dNUIES JO JOUOY UT
[MOPEBIIN S IowIRd, Pay[ed A[snoradxd
Sem 1] 'SO86T 1] Y} UT MOPEIW )
ul paoe[d a1oM Je1]) SAUOIS IATIRIOIIP
a8re[ o) Jo Jnsax e se dSuaywWNIY) Se
UMOWY AJUOWITIOD ST BITE dI0€-9 STYT,

MOPpeI\ WInI)

“TedA yoed
SISIDIAX JUSWAIUIWIIO0D
$9397[0D) Y3 JO 1S A ST
yorgm Tareayirydure oy

10§ 3uI[1ao ay) ap1aoid syeo
aym pue svax dipny urreog
“T¥61 Ul PaJONIsuod pue
SIS M SBWOYT, JOYDIR
adeospuey erydpeperryq
pajou £q pausisop

sem Jayeayryduwre ayT,

neayydury 1oopinQ 11059 9212 3} JO IPIS }$aM JY) UO
[reny uado AJuo ay Apuarind
st [re1], 1odro-Aorpawrg pased
(1919WO[Y G°¢) STW 7' YT,

[rexy, Loppawg-1adioy

.whoaﬂu.ﬂ&gm
EO.@ E.mobwﬁgo.@ woﬂa
¥ IoATy aremed(J 3y}

0} £1unoy) 19389y
nﬂ.ﬁw\éwz ur wuoﬁwgﬁwwﬂ
S EO.@ sunx MQO.HU

oy, "soqtwr axenbs g¢
WS JO PAYSIdem e
Sururerp ‘sa[ru §'zg
suna MuomU wnin)

ooy 103e3I[Y St yons ‘ss1ousd
jo s3urddoioino onyewreap
PUTYSq SIALBI] I ‘SOPOID I SY
"Uo1s019 0) duoid d10UI ST I
‘SSTOUS UBY[) QUOIS J9)OS ® ST
1STYOS asnedaq ‘ssroud pue
3s1YOS Jo pastaduwod Arrewtid
ST BaJE 3]} JO YD0IPaq Y],

Yooy 103e3IV

¥oa1D) wna)




