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» Make a poster about one of your previous projects
= Display your poster in the department

» Talk about your poster and your project with students and faculty
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= Share the story of a neat thing you worked on!
» Communicating ideas is an important skill

= Swarthmore senior comprehensive graduation requirement
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CS Poster Session — How?

= All senior CS majors are enrolled in CPSC 099: 0-credit pass-fail course

@ Select poster topic

@ Fill out poster session sign-up form
© Prepare poster

O Prepare talk

@ Practice talk

® Print poster

@ Upload poster PDF

® Attend poster session
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Selecting a Poster Topic

CPSC 041 Algorithms

CPSC 043 Networks

CPSC 044 Databases

CPSC 045 Operating Systems
CPSC 046 Theory

CPSC 049 Probabilistic Methods
CPSC 056 Animation

CPSC 063 Artificial Intelligence
CPSC 065 NLP

CPSC 066 Machine Learning

CPSC 068 Bioinformatics

CPSC 071 Software Engineering
CPSC 073 Programming Languages
CPSC 075 Compilers

CPSC 077 Social Computing

CPSC 081 Adaptive Robotics
CPSC 087 Parallel and Distributed
CPSC 088 Security and Privacy
CPSC 089 Cloud Systems

CPSC 091 Special Topics



Selecting a Poster Topic

» A multi-week lab assignment in an upper-level CS course
= A summer research project with a Swarthmore CS professor

= A project from a project-based course cross-listed with CS
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Preparing Your Poster

Poster size: 35 inches tall, 48 inches wide (landscape)
One-sentence title: briefly describe your project

Large (24pt+) font size: legible from a few feet away
Standard, professional fonts (for readability and accessibility)
Use images, charts, or diagrams when you can

Poster alone should convey the general idea of your project

Poster should include materials you will use during your talk
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Preparing Your Talk

= Six to seven minutes (no, seriously)

= Practice!
= Should include:
¢ Introduction to the projects
< Brief description of important background
o What you did
¢ What you learned
o Future work (what you would do next)
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Printing Your Poster

= Print landscape on normal paper first and edit
= Sign up on poster printing schedule

= Print during your time slot
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Example Poster

Title, formatted in sentence case (Not Title Case and NOT ALL CAPS), that hints at an
interesting issue and/or methodology, doesn’t spill onto a third line (ideally), and isn’t hot pink

Colin Purrington
666 Teipai Street, Posterville, PA 19801, USA
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Questions?

Similar information at:
https://www.swarthmore.edu/computer-science/senior-poster-session-
class—2026.




