


On a bright and sunny morning in June, 
eight-year-old Na�Kai stands in a 
sensory garden with a clipboard noting 

what he can smell, hear, and see�flowers, a 
nearby truck, and butterflies. His 20-year-old 
counselor and CCC alumnus, Micah, helps 
Na�Kai write everything down. Nearby, 18 other 
rising fourth graders are also taking notes 
about the world around them at the Scott 
Arboretum of Swarthmore College. This is an unlikely scene 
at a children�s choir summer camp, but it is just one of the 
many ways the Chester Children�s Chorus (CCC) is unique.

This summer, 42 new children joined the CCC during 
the five-week Summer Learning Program (SLP), which is 
designed to decrease summer learning loss, build academic 
and social skills, and, most importantly, give our children a 
summer to remember. In addition to music and math, the SLP 
incorporates science, swimming, reading, art, photography, 
and even cooking into the curriculum. 

Meet some of the faces of the SLP who work tirelessly to 
create a joyful summer experience for our children.
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Connecting with the Great Outdoors 

Rachel Warren and Danielle Berger from the Scott Arboretum teach the 
Arboretum class, which introduces fourth graders to plant sciences. The 
class is designed so that students form a stronger connection with nature 

and experience a sense of awe and wonder while outdoors. 

�For this summer�s Arboretum class, I focused on designing a course that 
concentrated less on plant vocabulary and more on nature experiences. I wanted 
the students to feel it was safe to take risks in nature, to explore in the gardens 

and the surrounding Crum Woods, and to have fun 
while doing so,� explained Warren. �Students even 
contributed to a research study to better understand 
how children connect with nature.�

Arboretum photos by Rachel Warren

BeCOMING SCIENTISTS

Using uncooked spaghetti and marshmallows might sound like an odd way 
to learn science, but it�s just one experiment our fifth, sixth, and seventh 
graders conducted in the Liz Vallen Science for Kids Program (SFK). Vallen 

served as the program adviser for 20 years before passing in 2024.

The biology, chemistry, and physics classes are hands-on and immersive. Tossing 
concrete discs from a second-story walkway to measure strength exemplifies that!

�It�s wonderful to see the children engage enthusiastically with science in state-of-
the-art labs guided by college professors and students,� said SFK Program Adviser 
and Professor Emeritus of Math Deb Bergstrand.

SCHOOL’S IN   
  FOR SUMMER

Rachel Warren



TAKING THE STAGE

A  ll the hard work during the five 
weeks of summer culminated 
in two concerts that featured 

classical and Disney sets. The CCC 
made its debut along the Main Line 
at Our Mother of Good Counsel Church in Bryn Mawr, where both 
concerts were standing room only. High school senior Daniel 
Peterkin guest conducted the second movement of Leonard 
Bernstein�s �Chichester Psalms.�

The children also displayed their summer projects at science, art, 
and photography exhibits for concertgoers and the Swarthmore 
College community.

Seeing other perspectives 

Since its introduction, our photography elective has been popular with middle 
and high schoolers. Jeremy Polk, media center manager at Swarthmore 
College, has taught the course for six years. 

�Every summer, the kids share with me their energy, curiosity, positivity, humor, and 
the lightness of childhood,� said Polk. �Seeing their creativity shine, witnessing their 
pride when we display their work, and simply having fun together have been the 
most rewarding aspects of my 11 years at Swarthmore.� 

This year, the class was renamed the John Wehmiller Creative Photography 
Program in honor of John Wehmiller, a dedicated advocate of the CCC who has 
been photographing concerts for more than a decade. Wehmiller joined the class 
this year to demonstrate many aspects of film photography.

�It is very gratifying to contribute to the archive of photos so we can look back 
on the students� growth during their CCC years,� said Wehmiller. �It is equally 
gratifying to see how the summer photography program has grown under Jeremy�s 
guidance�the creativity that emerges in just a few short weeks is remarkable!� 

MEETING NEW FRIENDS AND CHARACTERS

Around 10:15 in the morning, 15 volunteers from the local community 
enter the CCC headquarters to read with rising third graders. When 
they hear the door open, the children jump up to greet their new 

friends who introduce new worlds and ideas through books.

Kim Downs, an elementary teacher for 19 years, has organized and led 
the reading program since 2016. �Miss Kim� as she�s a�ectionately known, 
assesses students prior to the SLP to understand their phonemic awareness, 
fluency, and comprehension skills. She then uses the data to place students 
with a one-on-one reading volunteer or in small groups for guided phonics.

�The best part of our reading program is how excited the kids get when it�s 
time for reading,� said Downs. �They love spending time with their volunteers 
reading a book in their favorite spot. It creates a positive love of reading.� 
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