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The College Library - today called McCabe - began in 1869. Clement L. Smith, professor of Greek and 
German, helped to organize the ever-increasing donations of books. The first printed catalog of the 
collection, published in 1871, included 1,318 volumes that ranged from Agassiz’ Methods of Study in 
Natural History to Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens. The Library was housed in the Managers’ Parlor in the 
main College Building.

The College’s 150th year and the Library
by Pat O’Donnell

From Laws of Swarthmore College Relating to Students (1883), so-called “Magill’s 100 Rules”

continued on page 2
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   The first College librarian was Mary Pitkin Rockwell. Born in Connecticut, she was 
not a member of the Society of Friends but taught in a private school in Philadelphia 
prior to her arrival at Swarthmore in 1870. Rockwell continued as an Instructor in 
Latin and English, and in December of 1872 the Board of Managers approved the 
appointment of her sister, Kate Louisa, as Librarian for a salary of $300 per annum. 
The Rockwell sisters remained at Swarthmore until they married in 1874 and 1879 
respectively.
   Friends Historical Library was founded separately in 1871 as the Anson Lapham 
Repository, named after its first benefactor. It was intended as a library of Quaker 
books and those that pertained to the history of the Society of Friends. From the 
beginning, it included manuscripts, “relics,” and photographs along with relevant 
printed volumes. It was housed in one of the fireproof alcoves of Parrish Hall. The 
1881 “Great Fire” destroyed almost the entire collection of the College Library, but 
most of the Friends’ books survived.
   In 1907, Carnegie Library opened on the site between the present-day locations 
of McCabe and Mertz Dorm. Affectionately known as “The Libe,” it featured a large 
reading room with a balcony and a clock tower. In 1928, an addition, the Clement 
M. Biddle Memorial Library, was built for the Friends Historical Library. (Designed to 
be fireproof, that addition was the only part of the building - which had become the 
Tarble Activity Center in 1968 - to survive the fire in 1983.) 
   McCabe Library opened in 1967. It was built on the site of Sommerville Hall, 
which served as a women’s gymnasium from 1894-1956, when it was converted to a 
student union building. 

Clockwise, from top left: the first 
library catalog (1871), Parrish 
Hall c. 1880, McCabe Library,  
Carnegie Library c. 1918, and the 
sesquicentennial cake in McCabe 
Library on January 22.

continued from page 1
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Looking for a place to search for articles besides JSTOR?  
Wondering how to format citations in MLA style? Seeking 
primary sources on colonial medicine in southeastern Afri-
ca? What recommendations do you have for courses in my 
major? How can I balance major requirements and outside 
interests? These are real examples of questions answered 
at the library this semester.
   Research and Information Associates – or RIAs – are 
new this semester as part of the trained staff available to 
answer and refer questions. They are specially trained stu-
dents who help their peers with finding, evaluating and us-
ing information. The RIAs join Student Academic Mentors 
(SAMs) who have held office hours in the library for the 
past two years. SAMs are trained to work with students on 
the development of skills necessary for academic success 
at Swarthmore such as time management, organization, 
study strategies, and reading techniques. 
   Much like SAMs, the RIAs use their expertise within their 
majors to assist peers throughout the research process. 
SAMs and RIAs answer questions within their realm of 

SAMs and RIAs are in the libraries
training and expertise and also refer students to a broad-
er support system that includes faculty, librarians, and 
Writing Associates (WAs) to have questions more fully 
answered.
   RIAs have regularly scheduled office hours Sun-
day-Thursday, 7-10 pm, at the Research & Information 
Desk in McCabe Library. Any student may schedule an 
appointment with a RIA directly, by emailing librarian@
swarthmore.edu, or drop-in during office hours. SAMS 
are available 9-11 pm on Sundays at Cornell Science 
Library and on Wednesdays at McCabe Library.

by Pam Harris

Six students have been selected to participate in the Li-
brary Intern Program, which celebrates its tenth year this 
spring: Tess Amram ‘15, Dominique Bush ‘15, Mahnoor 
Malik ‘16, Shelly Wen ‘14, Trish Zarate ‘14, and Sam 
Zhang ‘14
   Each week, the interns will participate in a seminar 
taught by different library staff members and will learn 
about various aspects of librarianship. They will also 
participate in group and individual projects and go on 
field trips. Last year’s interns visited the library at Long-
wood Gardens, the newly renovated Special Collections 
at University of Pennsylvania, and LIBRA, the high-density 
storage facility in New Jersey.
   This year, the interns will get a chance to visit the exhib-
its at American Library Association’s MidWinter meeting 
in January.

Students selected for
library intern program
by Meg Spencer

Thank you to all who contributed to this issue.
Swarthmore College Libraries

500 College Avenue
Swarthmore PA 19081

Editors

Pam Harris
Annette Newman
Terry Heinrichs

Jeff Lott, former editor of the “Swarthmore College Bulletin,” 
signed copies of Swarthmore College: A Community of Pur-
pose at McCabe Library on January 31. The primary author of 
the book, he was a regular presence in McCabe while using the 
resources of Friends Historical Library. He said the purpose of the 
book is “to relate present-day Swarthmore to some fundamental 
values.” In this vein, it is organized by themes, rather than by 
decades or presidents. Lott explores the college’s central values 
by looking at how its values of intellectual curiosity and inten-
tional community have stayed constant from its very beginnings 
until today. The book also features an essay by President Chopp 
on the Liberal Arts. The book is being distributed to all alumni, 
faculty, current parents, and the sesquicentennial class of 2014.

mailto:librarian%40swarthmore.edu
mailto:librarian%40swarthmore.edu


Did a dorm room tea party sway the judges? Reminiscing 
about receiving first prize for the A. Edward Newton Book 
Collection Competition, Pieter Judson ’78, professor of 
History and International Relations, wondered if having 
served tea to the committee in his dorm room may have 
influenced the judge’s decision. Through the first decades 
of the A. Edward Newton, committee members would 
examine collections first-hand, in dorm rooms. 
   The collections of recent awardees, Paul Cato ’14 and 
Ben Goossen ’13, were not subject to such intimate 
examination. Today, interested students simply submit 
an annotated bibliography of at least 25 books and a 
one-page essay describing how, when, where, and why 
the books were acquired. Each collection is judged by 

the extent to which it represents a well-defined concept 
giving it unity and continuity; for example, a theme, an 
author, a subject, a publisher, a genre, etc. The top three 
collectors receive cash prizes of $600, $300, and $200.
   The A. Edward Newton Book Collection Competition, 
the longest-running collegiate book collecting 
competition in the nation, was started in the 1930s by 
a renowned Philadelphia book collector, A. Edward 
Newton. The library has just completed digitizing the 
archive of past winning collections. 
For more information: 
http://www.swarthmore.edu/libraries/mccabe-library/
newton-book-contest.xml
Application Deadline: Friday, March 21

Student book collection contest welcomes submissions
by Pam Harris
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Renovations in McCabe
Renovations were made in the video classroom, above, 
and the computer classroom, at right, in McCabe Library. 
The video classroom now offers upholstered chairs with 
tablet arms, modular tables, and laptops. The comput-
er classroom can now be scheduled for classes like any 
other classroom on campus. It can be used either as a 
full-size computer classroom or as a small group work 
area with a flat-panel display.

Photos by Annette Newman

http://www.swarthmore.edu/libraries/mccabe-library/newton-book-contest.xml
http://www.swarthmore.edu/libraries/mccabe-library/newton-book-contest.xml
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Recently, a friend of Friends Historical Library informed us that Baldwin’s Book Barn near West Chester had acquired 
the library of a well known Quaker historian, Howard Brinton. Friends Historical Library has been in existence since 1871 
and has absorbed a number of well-stocked Quaker libraries and personal book collections. There are few older Quaker 
books that are not in Friends Historical Library, but there are gaps in our holdings. 
   The book collection had a manuscript of the 
1716 revision of the Discipline of Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting. While not printed, this is 
part of a handwritten “edition.” Copies of 
the Discipline were copied by hand and 
distributed to all Quaker meetings. Any 
changes or additions were simply written 
on the manuscript. In 1762, there had been 
enough changes to require a new edition and 
the old one retired. Friends Historical Library 
has several copies of the 1719 manuscript. 
Interesting and almost 300 years old, but not unique. We obtained it for Friends Historical Library anyway. 

   An item of more interest was a small printed catalog of the Birmingham Library, 
ca. 1820. While not explicitly Quaker, Birmingham Township in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania, was an almost exclusively Quaker community at this time. The volume 
therefore contained a good record of what Quaker farmers thought worthwhile and 
appropriate for their library. Books were expensive in those days, and farmers are 
frugal. The selection of books therefore provides a window on to the interests and 
intellectual world of rural, Quaker, Chester County. Not unexpectedly, there were lots 
of histories, travels, botany, biographies, essays and other “serious” writings. Virtually 
no fiction with the exception of Pilgrim’s Progress, and while there was poetry, there 
were no plays. These small printed catalogs are 
very ephemeral and therefore rare. We obtained it. 
   Another unique item appeared: An Epistle 
Directed to the Quakers by Richard Arnold 
written in 1722. Early American Imprints had 
three publications by Arnold, all published in New 
England in 1723. Two of these are missing pages. 
The Epistle was not among them, nor could we 
find it in any other library catalog. If every book 
has its reader, perhaps a researcher is looking for 
Richard Arnold, who seems to be obscure though 

he claims to have written at least 12 books. Perhaps that researcher could be a 
Swarthmore College student, searching for the history and context of a 300 year-old 
newly discovered colonial American tract.  
   In these days of easy access to digitized sources like Early American Imprints or 
Early English Books Online, some people are lulled into thinking that “everything” 
is available with a few computer keystrokes. A lot is available, particularly within the 
Swarthmore College Libraries. Swarthmore College students, faculty and staff have 
ready access to a great number of digitized and easily searchable book collections. 
But no, not everything is available online.  

by Christopher Densmore

FHL still needs - and acquires - items that are on paper
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Streaming Video and Music
Friday, January 31 – 2:30-3:30 pm
Underhill Library Seminar Room
Donna Fournier
Swarthmore subscribes to well over a million streamed 
videos and sound recording tracks. Learn what we’ve 
got, how to access the streams on your computers or 
devices, and how to make clips and playlists.

Genealogy Tips and Tricks
Friday, February 14 – 2:30-3:30 pm
McCabe Library Computer Classroom
Susanna Morikawa, Pat O’Donnell
Doing family research? Let our experts help with online 
resources for the Delaware Valley and beyond. Please 
bring lots of questions!

Navigating Ebooks
Monday, February 24 – 4-5 pm
McCabe Library Video Classroom
Pam Harris
What’s the latest in our world of ebooks and ebook de-
vices? Come learn from our resident experts. Bring your 
laptops, phones, and/or ebook readers!

CQ Press titles:
CQ’s Politics in America 
Supreme Court Yearbook 
Washington Information Directory 
New York Times Digital Microfilm 
Wall Street Journal Digital Microfilm
These offer full-page views of issues of the New York 
Times and Wall Street Journal (2008-present, excluding 
the most recent 2 months for both titles), which replicate 
the microform experience without having to use a micro-
film reader.
Oxford Bibliographies Online: Ecology
Provides bibliographies and encyclopedic articles, includes 
introductions to each topic area, guides to introductory 
works, textbooks, guidebooks, journals, reference works, 
and links to useful websites. Bibliographies are browse-
able by subject area and keyword searchable. Topics from 
all the relevant areas have been selected; these include 
articles on auto-ecology, population, community, and 
ecosystem ecology, the main biomes of the world, as well 
as articles related to the synthesis of ecology with other 
disciplines including human ecology, agro-ecology, and 
chemical ecology.

New electronic resources
by Amy McColl

Workshops this spring

Driving through Time
This documents the history of the Blue Ridge Parkway, which runs 
through Virginia and North Carolina, from the 1930s to the present.
Historical Images of Philadelphia
An interesting local collection. 
(Click in the links for “Neighborhoods,” “Photographers,” etc. to see 
images sorted different ways.
 

International Children’s Digital Library  
Their goal is to make the best in children’s literature available online 
for free.
National Jukebox 
The Jukebox includes more than 10,000 recordings made by the 
Victor Talking Machine Company between 1901 and 1925. Jukebox 
content will be increased regularly.
What’s on the Menu? 
The New York Public Library is crowdsourcing the transcription of 
each menu, so anyone can participate. Fascinating to see what peo-
ple ate back in the day - they seemed to like really gross organs and 
innards back in 1910.

The breakfast menu at the Waldorf-
Astoria, January 24, 1899.
(from the New York Public Library collection)

Some interesting digital collections
recommended by Donna Fournier, Anna Goslen, Melinda Kleppinger, and Amy McColl

http://tripod.brynmawr.edu/find/Record/.b4031651
http://tripod.brynmawr.edu/find/Record/.b4031648
http://tripod.brynmawr.edu/find/Record/.b4027343
http://tripod.brynmawr.edu/find/Record/.b3856269
http://tripod.brynmawr.edu/find/Record/.b3832373
http://tripod.brynmawr.edu/find/Record/.b4013624
http://docsouth.unc.edu/blueridgeparkway/
http://libwww.freelibrary.org/hip/
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/
http://www.loc.gov/jukebox/
http://menus.nypl.org/menus
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staff news

Wendy Chmielewski and Mary Beth Sigado participated in a 
Lantern Slide Salon held at the Wagner Free Institute, Temple 
University, on October 10. They showed glass lantern slides 
dating from the 1920s that are housed in the Peace Collection. 
Resources from six other institutions were also highlighted at 
the Salon. They also both attended the Mid-Atlantic Archivists 
Conference, held in Philadelphia, November 7-9.
Wendy Chmielewski presented a paper, “Challenging the 
Cold War Warriors: Greenham Women Against Cruise Missiles, 
1983-1988,” using Peace Collection resources, at the Cold War 
Conference, West Chester University, November 5.
Sarah Elichko attended the 2013 Biennial Inter-university Con-
sortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR) meeting at the 
University of Michigan in October and the 5th annual “Planning 
for Qualitative Research” at Temple University in January. She 
also launched the Anti-Oppression and Allyship: A Resource 
Guide for Self-Education with Abigail Henderson ‘14, Eleanor 
Pratt ‘14, Ali Roseberry-Polier ‘14, and Joyce Wu ‘15.
Pam Harris, with Peggy Seiden, gave a talk, “A Look inside 
Swarthmore’s Mentoring Program,” at the Delaware Valley 
Chapter of the Association of College and Research Libraries 
(ACRL/DVC) program in November.
Alison Masterpasqua attended the Access Services Confer-
ence at Georgia Tech in November.
Peggy Seiden recently completed her term as president of the 
Pennsylvania Academic Library Consortium, Inc. (PALCI) and is 
now serving as Secretary.  She also participated in the North-
east Shared Print Program. With Pam Harris, she gave a talk, “A 
Look inside Swarthmore’s Mentoring Program,” at the Dela-
ware Valley Chapter of the Association of College and Research 
Libraries (ACRL/DVC) program in November.
Anne Yoder led a workshop and represented the Peace Col-
lection in a Religion, Faith, and Peace Conference, held at the 
Swarthmore Presbyterian Church, October 19.

Nabil Kashyap is the 
new Reference and 
Digital Projects Resi-
dent. He will serve as 
liaison to Black Stud-
ies, Latin American 
Studies, the Intercul-
tural Center, and the 
Black Cultural Center 
and lead collaborative 
digital projects. He 

received the MSI, Archives and Records Manage-
ment and Library and Information Science, from the 
University of Michigan and the MFA, Creative Writ-
ing, from the University of Montana. His previous 
positions were at the University of Kentucky and 
the University of Michigan. 

Gina Siesing is the 
new CIO and Con-
stance A. Jones 
Director of Libraries 
at Bryn Mawr College. 
She leads a multi-dis-
ciplinary information 
services organization 
that supports faculty 
and students in max-
imizing the benefits 

of technology for learning and scholarship, that 
enables discovery and analysis of research materi-
als and rich special collections, and that facilitates 
administrative functions college-wide. A Swarth-
more alum, she previously directed the Educational 
& Scholarly Technology Services group at Tufts 
University,

Roberto Vargas is a 
new reference librari-
an who helps to staff 
the research and infor-
mation desk in Mc-
Cabe Library, manage 
the reference weeding 
project, and serve as 
curatorial assistant 
with exhibitions and 
events. He recently 

received the master’s degree in library science from 
Drexel University and has worked at the Drexel 
Medical College Archives and the Woman’s Medical 
College Archives.

Louise Petrilla retired in 
October after working 
25 years in the technical 
services department of 
McCabe Library, giving 
her more time to focus 
on her art, writing, and 
grandchildren.

http://libguides.brynmawr.edu/content.php?pid=463731
http://libguides.brynmawr.edu/content.php?pid=463731


Exhibitions this spring at the library
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Committed to Comics
Exhibit: January 25 - March 9; McCabe Library
Selected periodicals and printed ephemera from Vermont’s Center for Cartoon Studies are on display in the McCabe 
Library Atrium. Located in a small New England railroad village, The Center for Cartoon Studies has been attracting 
amazingly talented students to its rigorous two-year MFA program 
since 2005. The work the students produce - along with the school’s 
dedicated instructors and visiting artists - have made White River 
Junction, VT an international mecca of comic art. 
Event Sponsors: Swarthmore College Libraries; Art & Art History 
Department

Artist Talk: 
Tuesday, February 18, 4:15 pm; McCabe Library
Reception follows
James Sturm, cartoonist and co-founder of The Center for Cartoon 
Studies. 

Film Screening: Cartoon College
Thursday, February 20, 4:30 pm; LPAC Cinema
In the summer of 2007, filmmakers Josh Melrod and Tara Wray left New York City for the wilds of Vermont to begin 
shooting Cartoon College. They spent the next three years following the lives of a few unique students at the Center for 
Cartoon Studies, the nation’s premiere institution of higher learning for aspiring literary cartoonists and graphic novel-
ists. Along the way, they interviewed some of the most famous names in independent comics, including Lynda Barry, 
Charles Burns, Kim Deitch, Scott McCloud, Francoise Mouly, R. Sikoryak, Art Spiegelman, and Chris Ware, in addition 
to traveling across the country to meet comic book store owners, museum curators, convention goers, critics, librarians, 
college professors, and fans to find out what it takes to make it in the world of indie comics.

Art for Justice 
Exhibit: March 11 - April 8
McCabe Library
The exhibit features art from Art for Justice, whose vision is to “to show through 
the art, humanity behind bars and stimulate public dialog about critical issues in 
the criminal justice system.”

Celebrate Swarthmore: 
150 Years 
Exhibit: April 11 - June 8
McCabe Library

Life in Suspension
by Charles Zafir Lawson

Photo at right: On opening day, Nov. 10, 
1869, a tree-planting ceremony was held 
to honor College founders Lucretia Mott 
and her husband, the late James Mott, 
both well known for their activities in the 
anti-slavery and women’s rights move-
ments.


