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Berger’s Previous Research: 
1.) Civic Engagement: clarifying our discourse 

 -Against Narratives of Decline:  no “golden age”  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



  Engagement = 

Attention 
+ 

Activity 

BUT: CIVIC is too broad 
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Political Social Moral 



1.) Civic Engagement: clarifying our discourse 
 -Against Narratives of Decline:  no “golden age”  
 -New directions: 
  a.) Moral Engagement/ Moral Capital 
  b.) Civic Education and Democracy 
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1.) Civic Engagement: clarifying our discourse 
 -Against Narratives of Decline:  no “golden age”  
 -New directions: 
  a.) Moral Engagement/ Moral Capital 
  b.) Civic Education and Democracy 

 
 
 
 

2.) Civic Education: clarifying our discourse 
 -Against Narratives of Decline:  no “golden age” 

 
 
 
 
 

     



NARRATIVES OF DECLINE 



1.) Civic Engagement: clarifying our discourse 
 -Narratives of Decline:  no “golden age” 

 
 
 
 

2.) Civic Education: clarifying our discourse 
 -Against Narratives of Decline: no “golden age” 
 -Turf Battles: What can higher education do? 
  

 
 

    



Martha Nussbaum Stanley Fish 





“Distracted by the pursuit of wealth, we 
increasingly ask our schools to                useful turn out 
profit-makers rather than thoughtful citizens.”  

   (pp.141-2) 

“Dewey lived and taught in a thriving democracy, 
and the                      of active, curious, critical, and 	   production 	  
mutually respectful democratic citizens was his 
central goal.”     (p. 65) 

“Colleges cannot convey the type of learning that 	  
                 global citizens unless they have a liberal 
arts structure.” 	   	  (p. 93) 
	  

produces 

Nussbaum:  What Should Education Produce? 



“Learning how to perform in the game 
of argument is no guarantee either of 
the quality or of the morality of the 
arguments you go on to make. Bad 
arguments, bad decisions, bad actions 
are as available to the members of Phi 
Beta Kappa as they are available to the 
members of street gangs. 

    --Fish, p.54 

“Professional ethicists behave no 
morally better, on average, than 
do other professors.” 
 

Eric Schwitzgebel, “The Moral Behavior 
of Ethicists and the Power of Reason” 
 



Fish: Higher Education Shouldn’t Produce Anything 
“Teachers, as I have said repeatedly, teach materials and confer 
skills, and therefore don’t or shouldn’t do a lot of other things—like 
produce active citizens, inculcate the virtue of tolerance, redress 
injustices, and bring about political change.  Of course a teacher 
might produce some of these effects—or their opposites—along the 
way, but they will be, or should be, contingent and not what is aimed 
at” (p.66).  
 

“And here we come to the heart of the matter, the justification of 
liberal education. You know the questions: Will it benefit the 
economy? Will it fashion an informed citizenry? Will it advance the 
cause of justice? Will it advance anything? Once again the answer is 
no, no, no, and no.” (p. 55) 
 

“Beware, that is, of doing something for a reward external to its 
economy.  Do it because it is its own reward and look for no 
pleasures beyond the pleasure of responsible, rigorous 
performance.”  (p.178) 



Producing Products vs. Developing Capabilities 
“The	  Capabilities	  Approach…	  holds	  that	  the	  key	  question	  to	  ask,	  
when	  comparing	  societies	  and	  assessing	  them	  for	  their	  basic	  
decency	  or	  justice,	  is,	  “What	  is	  each	  person	  able	  to	  do	  and	  to	  be?”	  

“Capabilities…are	  not	  just	  abilities	  residing	  inside	  a	  person	  but	  
also	  the	  freedoms	  or	  opportunities	  created	  by	  a	  combination	  of	  
personal	  abilities	  and	  the	  political,	  social,	  and	  economic	  
environment.”	  

	  “It	  is	  focused	  on	  choice	  or	  freedom,	  holding	  that	  the	  crucial	  good	  
societies	  should	  be	  promoting	  for	  their	  people	  is	  a	  set	  of	  
opportunities,	  or	  substantial	  freedoms,	  which	  people	  then	  may	  	  
or	  may	  not	  exercise	  in	  action:	  the	  choice	  is	  theirs.”	  
	   	   	  Nussbaum,	  Creating	  Capabilities,	  pp.18-‐20	  

Reading With Nussbaum, Against Nussbaum 



Median Annual Earnings by Age-Group and Undergraduate Major 
(2010-11) 

Source: How Liberal Arts and Sciences Majors Fare in Employment. 2013  

Liberal Arts Majors DO earn more than Pre-Professional Majors 
During “Peak” Earning Years 

(but not because the Liberal Arts “Produce” Earners) 



Short-term vs. Long-term Earnings (2010-11) 

Source: How Liberal Arts and Sciences Majors Fare in Employment. 2013 



1.) Civic Engagement: clarifying our discourse 
 -Against Narratives of Decline:  no “golden age” 

 
 
 

2.) Civic Education: clarifying our discourse 
 -Against Narratives of Decline: no “golden age” 
 -Turf Battles: What can higher ed do? 
  a.) Overpromising vs. Underpromising 
  b.) Products vs. Capabilities 

 
 

3.) Civic Education now:  a new “golden age?” 
  Redefining Civic Education 
  Citizenship across the Liberal Arts Curriculum 
  Mapping Civic Education 
    









TJ Eatmon, Allegheny College 
ENVSC 250: ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION  

ENVSC 585: JUNIOR SEMINAR IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 



Inez McDermott  
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Maura MacNeil 
(Writing) 

New England College 
Exploring Community in Our Town:  
The New Hampshire Town Meeting  



Keith Reeves 
Political Science 70B: The Politics of Punishment 



Project Pericles/ Teagle Foundation Project: 
Mapping Civic Education 

1. Ability to recognize and view issues of social 
concern from multiple perspectives and to 
formulate and express an informed opinion on 
these issues. 
2. Ability to relate academic materials to their 
practical applications regarding issues of social 
concern. 
3. Motivation and capacity to utilize these abilities 
to take action in the community. 

Citizenship Across the Curriculum 



Mapping Civic Education 
(credit: Jennifer Magee, Lang Center for Civic & Social Responsibility) 



Mapping Civic Education 
(credit: Jennifer Magee, Lang Center for Civic & Social Responsibility) 



Mapping Civic Education 
(credit: Jennifer Magee, Lang Center for Civic & Social Responsibility) 



1.) Civic Engagement: clarifying our discourse 
 -Against Narratives of Decline:  no “golden age” 

 
 
 

2.) Civic Education: clarifying our discourse 
 -Against Narratives of Decline: no “golden age” 
 -Turf Battles: What can higher ed do? 
  a.) Overpromising vs. Underpromising 
  b.) Products vs. Capabilities    

  Redefining Civic Education 
  Citizenship across the Liberal Arts Curriculum 
  Mapping Civic Education 

 

3.) Civic Education Now:  A new “golden age”  
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