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INTRODUCTION   
 
The Eugene M. Lang Center for Civic and Social Responsibility has been entrusted with 
providing vision, leadership, and support for the College’s central commitment to educate 
students for civic and social responsibility in a context of academic excellence.  The Center 
works with faculty, students, staff, and community partners to promote ethical intelligence, 
innovative solutions to pressing social problems, community service, and advocacy. With a 
small but dedicated staff, the reach of the Lang Center can be seen in the classroom, across 
the disciplines, within campus, and within communities locally and globally. 
 
AWARDS & RECOGNITION 
 
For its commitment to civic and social responsibility, Swarthmore College was named to the 
2013 President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll by the Corporation for 
National and Community Service. Also, since 2008, the Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching has recognized Swarthmore College by awarding its elective 
Carnegie Classification for “Community Engagement,” in both categories of “Curricular 
Engagement” and “Outreach and Partnerships.”  
 
HIGHLIGHT: MEDIA AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
 
As a result of a strategic planning process, the Lang Center staff identified increasing 
attention to communication and visibility as a key intention for the year, both for the Center 
itself and for all who work toward positive social change. Jim MacMillan joined the Lang 
Center as the manager for Media and Social Responsibility from August 2012 - March 2013, 
playing a key role in helping the Center to achieve this goal. During his tenure, Jim 
developed the social media footprint of the Lang Center with a new digital newsletter, 
enhanced Facebook strategy, and new social media accounts on Twitter, Google+, and 
Instagram. He taught both staff and students new 21st century means of communication. 
 
The Lang Center e-newsletter was designed as a weekly publication, and includes 
information about the Center, up-coming events, photographs, and available opportunities. Its 
platform was changed to “Constant Contact” which enabled the Center to track engagement 
and new subscribers. The Lang Center Facebook page was revamped with more precise 
information and more photos, which led to a 50% increase in engagement by the end of 2012. 
The Twitter account was connected with many of the “Swat100” -- that is, 100 Swarthmore 
alumni with influence on Twitter, identified by the Communications Office -- and opened 
relationships with hundreds of other Twitter users. The Lang Center also “followed” 
accounts on Twitter, which served as a feed on topics, individuals, and communities with 
which the Lang Center is concerned.  
 
A team of three Lang Center Media Interns -- Anne Rosenblatt ‘14, Natalia Choi ’15, and 
Dionne Wilson ’15 -- focused on e-newsletter content, as well as social media content 
development and distribution. Jim and this team got off to a quick start with social media 
reporting (including tweets, Facebook posts, and photos) during Orientation at the beginning 
of the ‘12-‘13 academic year when the entire first-year class traveled off-campus for a “Day 
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of Service” in our local communities. They subsequently generated photographs at numerous 
Lang Center outreach events and shared them across our social media platforms. In addition, 
the Lang Center website was revamped to share the new design and visuals implemented by 
the College. Planning for the transition to the new Swarthmore web model began during the 
year and was completed in summer 2013. 
 
To teach others about the use of new media, the Lang Center collaborated with Information 
Technology Services (ITS) and the Communications Office. With ITS, “WordCamp” was 
organized, a full-day training session for students and others interested in using the 
WordPress content management system and platform to build communities on the web 
around areas of interest and expertise. The Lang Center also partnered with ITS to support 
and promote a large-scale Cooper Series Lecture by world renown computer-based game 
designer, Jane McGonigal.  In her lecture, and subsequent meetings with students, staff, and 
faculty, McGonigal described ways that computer games, and their logic, “can make us better 
and change the world.”  
 
On behalf of the Lang Center, Jim participated with frequent collaborator Celine de Leon in 
the Communications Office in a strategy session for other departments on social media use, 
and he worked with Lang Center staff on social media strategy. Video production was in the 
works as well, and collaborations with Peace and Conflict Studies supported the creation of 
two videos, one promoting the Northern Ireland Semester Abroad, and another that 
documents students and faculty member participation in the Peace and Justice Studies 
Association conference at Tufts University. After Jim’s departure, Jennifer Magee stepped up 
to sustain and lead our progress. In terms of digital literacy, we all traveled a far distance in a 
short amount of time. 
 
GOING FORWARD 

We began additional projects this year that will continue through the next, such as a 
community service inventory, setting learning goals, and designing assessment. As the 
following pages make evident, the Lang Center for Civic and Social Responsibility 
distinguishes itself by its commitments and collaborations. Our dedicated staff, engaged 
faculty, remarkable students, stimulating placement sites, and generous community partners 
together provide extraordinary opportunities for learning, teaching, guiding, and leading, 
devoted to creating a more just and compassionate world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lang Center Advisory Board
 

Ben Berger, Political Science 
Joy Charlton, Sociology/Anthropology (Chair) 

Jane Gillham, Psychology 
Art McGarity, Engineering & Environmental Studies 

Mark Wallace, Religion 
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LANG CENTER STAFF 
 

Joy Charlton, Executive Director 
Cynthia Jetter, Director of Community Partnerships and Planning 
Debra Kardon-Brown, Assistant Director for Student Programs 
Jim MacMillan, Manager for Media & Social Responsibility (Partial year) 
Jennifer Magee, Associate Director of Student Programs 
Delores Robinson, Administrative Assistant 
 

Eugene M. Lang Visiting Professor for Issues of Social Change 
Giovanna Di Chiro 
 

Eugene M. Lang Research Fellow and Visiting Professor (PT) 
George Lakey 

LANG CENTER STUDENT INTERNS
 
Archivists  
Eddie Zhang 
Yashi Kashyap 
 
“Dare to Soar” Coordinators  
Anna Sagaser  
Michele Martinez-Gugerli 
Sarah Timreck 
Lisa Sendrow 
 
Green Advisors 
Laura Laderman 
Yvonne Socolar 
 
Intergroup Liaison BCC/IC &  
Student Programs Assistant  
Andrew Hernandez  
 
Learning for Life 
Rebecca Kranz 
Renee Flores 
David Zhou 
 
Publicity Co-Coordinators 
Natalia Choi  
Anne Rosenblatt  
 

 
“Saturdays of Service” Coordinators  
Hope Brinn 
Liz Williams 
 
Sustainability Interns 
Patrick Ammerman 
Laura Rigell 
 
Technology Assistant  
Dionne Wilson 
 
Transportation Coordinators 
Amanda Epstein 
Evelyn Fraga 
Cristian Taborda  
 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)  
Ariel Finegold  
Reece Liang 
Yeayeun Park 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Building Hosts 
Dan Cho 

Sam Gutierrez 
Stephanie Kestelman 

Jusselia Molina 
Frank Mondelli 
Ciara Williams 
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LANG CENTER FACILITIES & ACTIVITIES   
 
The Center’s philosophy is that the presence of others  
for any College purpose, as well as Center-sponsored  
activities, serves the Center’s mission by bringing  
attention and new participants to its activities and  
intentions. Below is a listing of groups that occupied  
the spaces of the Lang Center for Civic and Social  
Responsibility during 2012-2013. 
 
 
CLASSES AND SEMINARS  
 
Educational Studies 
 

Comparative Education 
Lisa Smulyan 
 

Educational Psychology 
Ann Renninger 
 

Introduction to Education 
Ann Renninger 
 

Teaching Diverse Young Learners 
Margie Linn 
 

Urban Education (CBL) 
Cheryl Jones-Walker 
 
English Literature 
 

Fiction Writer’s Workshop 
Greg Frost 
 

Women & Popular Culture 
Patty White 
 

Contemporary Women’s Poetry 
Nat Anderson 
 

Advanced Poetry Workshop 
Nat Anderson 
 

Insights into Academic Writing 
Jill Gladstein 
 
 

Environmental Studies 
Sustainable Community Action (CBL) 
Giovanna Di Chiro 
 
Latin American Studies 
 

Mexican Pennsylvania (CBL) 
Aurora Camacho deScmidt 
 
Peace & Conflict Studies 
 

Research Seminar: Strategy & Nonviolent 
Struggle (CBL) 
George Lakey 
 

Peace Studies & Action (CBL) 
Lee Smithey 
 
Psychology 
 

Physiological Psychology Seminar 
Allen Schneider  
 
Religion 
 

American Idols: Sacred & Secular Music 
Ryan Harper 
 
Sociology/Anthropology 
 

Race, Gender & Environment (CBL) 
Giovanna Di Chiro 

Lang Center Hours
Monday – Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to midnight 
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, 6:00 p.m. to midnight. 
Additional hours are available 

by appointment. 
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LANG CENTER EVENTS 
 

 “Blueprints” Grant Project  
o Interviews 
o Project Meeting 
o Staff Meetings 
o Weekly Program Instruction 

 Build Bridges with Jr. High Students 
in Chester, PA Information Session 
with Professor Nelson Macken 

 Chester Children’s Chorus  
o Summer Camp Program 
o Summer Camp History 

Program 
 Chester Community Fellows (CCF)   

o CCF Lunch Meetings 
o CCF Training Sessions 

 Chester Swarthmore Leadership 
Institute (CSLI) Meeting  

 Chester Higher Education Council 
(CHEC) Meeting 

 Climate Action Planning Committee 
Meeting 

 Clinton Global Initiative  
o Information Session 
o Application Editing Session 

 College Access Center Tutor Training 
Session 

 Community-Based Learning 
Committee Meeting 

 Dare 2 Soar Tutoring Program 
o Recruitment Meeting 
o Tutors Closing Dinner  

 Davis Project for Peace Information 
Session & Interviews 

 Debating 4 Democracy 
o D4D Information Session 
o D4D Mock Legislative Panel 

Hearing, 1 
o D4D Mock Legislative Panel 

Hearing, 2 
 Global Grant Planning 
 Global Non-Violent Action Database 

Advisory Committee Meetings 

 GunCrisis.org Reception with Jim 
MacMillan 

 Jane McGonigal, “Games to Change 
the World,” a Cooper Series speaker, 
group discussion cohosted by ITS and 
the Lang Center 

 Lang Center Advisory Committee 
Meeting 

 Lang Center Building Host Group 
Meeting 

 Lang Center Building Host Luncheon 
 Lang Center Interns Lunch Meetings 
 Lang Center Interns Reflection 

Meetings 
 Lang Center Open House 

o Garnet Family and 
Homecoming Weekend 

o Ride-The-Tide Admissions 
 Lang Center Staff Holiday Gathering 
 Lang Center Staff Meetings 

o Lang Center Staff Meeting 
with Liz Housholder, Widener 
University 

 Lang Center Van Drivers Group 
Meeting 

 Lang Center Van Drivers Recruitment 
Meeting 

 Lang Opportunity Scholarship (LOS) 
Program Events 

o Breakfasts with Mr. Lang 
o LOS Help Sessions 
o LOS Program Information 

Sessions 
o LOS Interviews & 

Deliberations 
o LOS Reflection Session 
o LOS Student Advisory 

Committee Meetings 
o LOS Senior Post-Presentation 

Celebration 
o LOS Welcome Dinner 
o Sonja Spoo’s Project 

Sanctuary Workshop 
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 Learning for Life Kick-Off Breakfast 
 “Making a Change” Group Clothes 

Sorting Project, Mark Levine-
Weinburg 

 Minors on Campus 
o Hosting Children on Campus 

Liability Meeting 
o New Policies Meeting with 

Sharmaine LaMar 
 Musical Performance by Rachel 

Antonia Silverio for Giovanna Di 
Chiro’s class 

 Reception with Giovanna Di Chiro, 
new Lang Professor 

 Practical Matters for Students Serving 
Abroad Meeting with Off Campus 
Study 

 Project Pericles Fund of Swarthmore 
College Events 

o Information Session 
o Networking Event 
o Project Pericles Interviews & 

Selections 
o Project Pericles Welcome 

Dinner & Reflection 

o Strategy & Soul Book Talk 
with Daniel Hunter 

 Swarthmore Foundation Events 
o Summer Social Action 

Award’s (S2A2) Sub-
Committee Meeting 

o S2A2/CCF “How It Works” 
Meeting 

o Committee Meeting 
o Information Session 
o Interviews & Selections 
o New Member Orientation 

 Saturdays of Service Group Meeting 
 Speaker Sandra Steingraber Meeting 

with Students and Dinner 
 Student Meeting with J. Henry Fair 
 Summer Abroad Computer System 

Information Session 
 Summer Experiences Information 

Session 
 Student Activities Meeting 
 Teach for China Information Session 
 Trash 2 Treasure Debriefing 
 Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 

(VITA) Information Sessions 
 

 
FACULTY, STAFF & COLLEGE EVENTS 
 

 Cooper Committee Meeting 
 Peace & Conflict Studies Department 

o Katherine Huffman Luncheon 
o Meeting with Lee Smithey, 

Jim MacMillan and Sarah 
Mausner 

 President’s Office 
o Board of Managers Dinner 
o Board of Managers, Social 

Responsibility Committee 
Meeting 

o Board of Managers Lunch 
 Religion Department CBL Reflection 

Sessions 
 Tri-College  

o Lunch Meeting about G.I.S. 
o International Faculty Group 

Luncheon 
 Sustainability Committee Meetings 

 
MEETINGS WITH COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
 

 AFewSteps.org Group Meeting, Beth 
Murray 

 Chester Higher Education Council 
Committee 
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 Chester Swarthmore Learning 
Institute (CSLI)  

 College Access Center Committee  
 Delaware County Asset Development 

Group Interviews 
 Delaware County Community 

Foundation 
 DelCo Alliance for Environmental 

Justice 

 Solidarity with Immigrants, A 
Meeting to Organize a Group to 
Advocate for Immigrant Rights 

 Philadelphia Higher Education 
Network for Neighborhood 
Development (PHENND) 

 Swarthmore Rotary Global Grant 
 United Way of Southeastern PA 
 Valentine Foundation 

 
STUDENT GROUPS 
 

 Dare-To-Soar 
 Learning for Life 
 School of the Americas  
 Student-Run Emergency Housing 

Unit of Philadelphia (SREHUP)  

 Student Labor Action Project (SLAP) 
 Swarthmore Mountain Justice 
 Trash to Treasure (T2T) 
 Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 

(VITA) 

WORKSHOPS 
 

 Effective Grantsmanship  
 Organizing Skills Institute 

 Whites Confronting Racism 
  “Word Camp for Social Change” –

workshop with Jim MacMillan 
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SPECIAL EVENTS SPONSORED & CO‐ SPONSORED BY THE LANG CENTER 
 
ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER AMERICAN (APIA) HERITAGE MONTH 
The 2013 APIA Month celebrating Asian and Pacific Islander Americans spanned 36 days and 
had more than a dozen events. Two highlights were the activist panel with Mia-Lia Kiernan, 
Jeffrey Yamashita, Lang Scholar Gloria Chan ’02, and Nancy Nguyen. 
 
AURORA CAMACHO DE SCHMIDT, “DIASPORA, COMMUNITY AND THE GIFT OF LANGUAGE” 

This symposium and reception celebrating the contributions of Aurora 
Camacho deSchmidt, Professor fo Spanish and Latin American Studies, on 
the occasion of her retirement, was co-sponsored by the Latin American 
Studies, the Intercultural Center, the President’s Office, Provost’s Office and 
the Lang Center.  

 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENTS 
Along with other offices and departments, the Lang Center co-sponsored Black History Month 
Events at Swarthmore College which included: BHM Kickoff: Students, Faculty and Staff Meet 
and Greet; Black Love Formal; The Matt Armstead Alumni Talk: Let’s Get Our Sh*T Done. 
Now Ain’t that Love; Faculty Panel, “Freedom Now: Attaining and Sustaining Equality in a 
Post-Racial Society”; Victor Rios: The Consequences of Mass Incarceration on Black/Latino 
Boys; Soul Shack; Gospel Choir Concert; African American Sign Language; and Kathryn 
Morgan Festival: Sunni Patterson. 
 
CATALYST CONFERENCE 
CATALYST, formerly “Expanding Your Horizons,” held its conference on March 17, 2012. The 
conference, organized entirely by Swarthmore students (and adviser, Lang Center Assistant 

Director for Student Programs, Deb Kardon-Brown), invited 
middle school-aged girls to Swarthmore’s campus for a series of 
hands-on workshops in the natural sciences, math, and 
engineering. In addition to the science workshops, Swarthmore 
students also encouraged discussions about gender and how it 
affects the girls’ lives. This year, 15 Swarthmore students 

organized this project with the help of 16 professors (4 of which were from the chemistry 
department), and 36 girls attended from 9 different middle schools in the area. 
 
DENISE CROSSAN, “THE CREATIVE DESTRUCTION OF CAPITALISM AND THE RISE OF SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP” 
Drawing on public policy initiatives around the world, Professor Denise Crossan explored the 
complexity of the concept of social entrepreneurship and reviewed how private sector and 

international governments support and grow new organizational forms to deliver an 
equally weighted social and economic return for their stakeholders. Dr. Crossan was 
appointed to Trinity College Dublin’s School of Business in January 2009 as 
Assistant Professor in Social Entrepreneurship, the first post of its kind in Ireland. 
She teaches at undergraduate and post graduate levels, and her research interests 
includes mapping social entrpreneurship in an international context; measurement of 

social values and ethical practice in social entrepreneurship; international public sector policies 
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to grow social entrepreneurship; and understanding corporate social responsibility and blurring 
sector boundaries. Dr. Crossan also serves as Resident Director of Swarthmore’s Northern 
Ireland Study Abroad Program. This event was co-sponsored by Off Campus Study, the Lang 
Center, Peace and Conflict Studies, and the Sociology and Anthropology Department. 
 
DANIEL HUNTER, STRATEGY & SOUL BOOK DISCUSSION  

 
Daniel Hunter, a training elder with Training for Change (the group that 
leads the Organizing Skills Institute), discussed his new book Strategy & 
Soul: A Campaigner’s Tale of Fighting Billionaires, Corrupt Officials and 
Philadelphia Casinos. 
 

THE LANG SCHOLARS PRESENT: CREATIVE SOLUTIONS TO SOCIAL PROBLEMS 
For over 30 years, Eugene Lang ‘38 has supported over 100 Lang Scholars and their social 
action projects in many communities around the world. The LOS Class of 2013 – Nick Allred, 
Ariel Finegold, Avilash Pahi, Victoria Pang, Maria Gloria Robalino, and Sonja Spoo – presented 
their Lang Projects. 
 
LAS CAFETERAS, THE SOUNDS OF RESISTANCE: FROM STORYTELLING TO MOVEMENT BUILDING 
Las Cafeteras are a seven-person band creating a vibrant musical fusion with a unique East LA 
sound and a community-focused political message. Although they are musicians, all the 
members of the group are community organizers, cultural workers, and trained workshop 
facilitators. Las Cafeteras guided participants through energetic discussions around community 
consciousness-building and the value of storytelling, interactive activities and intimate 
performances. They also led participants through a dancing workshop, storytelling techniques for 
developing self-identity through music, and acquiring tools to navigate and empower 
communities of color through a context of struggle, discrimination, and solidarity-building 
through music. 
 
JIM MACMILLAN, “GUNCRISIS.ORG: SEEKING SOLUTIONS TO GUN VIOLENCE IN PHILADELPHIA WITH DIGITAL 

JOURNALISM” 
On average, at least 1 person has been murdered in Philadelphia every day over 
the last 25 years, and more than ¾ of them have been killed with a gun. The Gun 
Crisis Reporting Project (GunCrisis.org) is a nonprofit independent journalism 
organization intended to fill the gaps in gun violence reporting, and to help seek 
solutions. Guest lecturer, Jim MacMillan (founder of GunCrisis.org, former 
journalist-in-residence at the Lang Center, and now Assistant Director for the 
Center of Public Interest Journalism at Temple University) discussed what 
GunCrisis.org is doing to stem the tide of gun violence in Philadelphia. 
 
CAROLYN MCCASKILL AND CEIL LUCAS, “THE HIDDEN TREASURY OF BLACK AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE: ITS 
HISTORY AND STRUCTURE” 
The Black ASL Project is a language project which aims to describe the linguistic features of a 
variety of American Sign Language (ASL) used by African American signers and usually known 
as Black ASL. The project is sponsored by Gallaudet University’s Department of Linguistics and 
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Department of ASL and Deaf Studies and is supported in part 
by the Spencer Foundation and the National Science 
Foundation. Professors Carolyn McCaskill and Ceil Lucas 
reported on their project, showing how particular grammatical 
characteristics of Black ASL have their roots in the racial 
segregation of schools in the south after the Civil War. This 
event was co-sponsored by the Black Cultural Center, Black 
Studies, Disability Office, Educational Studies, Intercultural Center, the Lang Center, 
Linguistics, Provost’s Office, Psychology, and Sociology and Anthropology. 
 
JANE MCGONIGAL, “GAMES TO CHANGE THE WORLD” 
On November 14, 2012, ITS and the Lang Center for Civic and Social Responsibility hosted a 
public talk by world-renowned game designer Jane McGonigal. The event was organized with 

support from the William J. Cooper Foundation. Game designer 
Jane McGonigal is harnessing the power of Internet games in new 
ways to help solve some of the biggest challenges facing our world. 
Based on her book Reality Is Broken: Why Games Make Us Better 
and How They Can Change the World, her talk featured visuals 
about game theory. She asked her audience to imagine a world in 
which every great challenge we face is a quest; where the harder a 

task is, the more people want to do it; where people take pleasure in failing and come back 
invigorated; and where they communicate spontaneously with their collaborators to pool their 
knowledge toward shared solutions. It turns out that world already exists—in games. The day 
after her public talk, Jane met informally with groups of students and faculty at the Lang Center 
to continue the discussion about the potential for games in social change and in education. 
 
“MIRACLES AND MARIGOLDS: A SEMESTER OF SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY ACTION” 
In spring 2013, four seniors (Dinah Dewald, Sachie Hayakawa, Camille Robertson and Alexa 
Ross) organized a student-led course and research project called “Sustainable Community 

Action.” With  their advisors, Dr. Giovanna Di Chiro and former 
visiting professor Laura Jackson, their readings covered topics of 
race, gender and the environment, decolonizing methodologies, and 
community engagement and service learning. They used these texts to 
frame and guide a participatory action research project in partnership 
with O, the caretaker of Serenity House, a community center in North 

Philadelphia. O and other community leaders hold a vision for creating a community garden, 
green roof, and café in the backyard and garage of Serenity House, and they invited the group to 
contribute their research skills and labor to help bring the project to life. At this event, the 
students, advisors and community partner shared and reflected upon their experiences in this 
class. 
 
DUNCAN MORROW, “LESSONS FOR PEACEBUILDERS: NORTHERN IRELAND AND 35 YEARS OF COMMUNITY 

RELATIONS WORK” 
Dr. Duncan Morrow served for a decade as the Executive Director of the Northern Ireland 
Community Relations Council and is one of the most knowledgeable people in Northern Ireland 
when it comes to ethnopolitical conflict, peacebuilding, and community relations. Northern 
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Ireland is in a state of transition: large-scale organized political violence has all but ended, yet it 
remains a deeply divided society that, by many measures, is becoming 
increasingly segregated. On March 20, Dr. Morrow spoke at the college, 
assessing almost 35 years of peacebuilding work during “the Troubles.” This 
event was co-sponsored by the Northern Ireland Semester, Provost’s Office, 
Lang Center, the Rotary Club of Swarthmore, Peace and Conflict Studies and 
Sociology and Anthropology. 

 
CAROLYN MOXLEY ROUSE ’87, “WHY I BELIEVE IN DEATH PANELS AND OTHER IMPERFECT ROADS TO HEALTH 

CARE JUSTICE” 
In this lecture, Swarthmore alumna and medical anthropologist Carolyn Moxley Rouse delved 
into the  complicated ethical border between more medicine as a solution for ameliorating racial 
health care disparities and evidence-based approaches (popularly known as 
“death panels”) that allocate resources according to particular types of 
evidence. She explored these issues through examination of the experience of 
an African-American family she followed in the 1990s which was living in 
the projects in South Center Los Angeles. Dr. Rouse’s lecture explored the 
question: Given what we know about racial health disparities, did the actions 
of the hospital constitute health care justice? This event was co-sponsored by 
Sociology/Anthropology, the Lang Center, Public Policy Program, Political Science, Economics, 
Black Studies and the Alumni Office. 
 
ORIENTATION: FIRST‐YEAR ACADEMIC ADVISING FAIR  
For a third year, the Lang Center was able to table at the first-year orientation 
advising fair.  This provided the Center with the chance to inform new students 
about the many educational opportunities awaiting them at the Lang Center and 
the array of community-based learning courses on offer across the disciplines.   
 
LINDSAY ROTH AND KAHN MILLER, “AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY TO ALL: QUEER/SEX/WORKER 

LIBERATION” 
This event was co-sponsored by the Forum for Free Speech, Dean’s Office, President’s Office, 
SBC, Intercultural Center and the Lang Center, among others. 
 
SANDRA STEINGRABER, “THE WHOLE FRACKING ENCHILADA (OR WHY WE NEED TO END FOSSIL FUEL 
EXTRACTION, BUILD SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES, AND ACT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE)” 
Sandra Steingraber’s work, like Rachel Carson’s, beautifully weaves 
together scientific evidence and personal stories producing a call to 
action on the environmental crisis the world is facing. She is one of 
the most compelling voices on how the goals of “sustainability” 
must take into account issues of human health and social justices. 
Steingraber is a sought-after public speaker and prolific author who 
appeals to interdisciplinary audiences (from the natural sciences, the 
social sciences, and the humanities) and to a wider public interested 
in environmental, public health, and human rights issues. Her current 
work focuses on the health and environmental risks of hydraulic 
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fracturing for natural gas in the Marcellus Shale region in New York and Pennsylvania. This 
event was co-sponsored by the Lang Center, the President’s Office, Environmental Studies 
Program, the Departments of Political Science, English, Religious Studies, Philosophy, 
Educational Studies, Engineering, Biology, Chemistry, Sociology and Anthropology.  
 
SUMMER 2013: ENDLESS OPPORTUNITIES 
The Lang Center joined with Career Services, deans, faculty, staff, and previous grant recipients 
for a summer opportunities “expo” where information about Lang Center grants and programs 
was disseminated to over 200 Swarthmore students from across the class years. 
 
AKINORI TAKASE, “BUDDHISM AND SOCIAL ACTIVISM IN TODAY’S JAPAN” 
What does social activism mean to a Buddhist? Japanese Buddhist priest Akinori Takase 
discussed his research on religion and social activism, in particular Buddhist efforts to aid the 
homeless in Japan, as well as his own experiences as a priest committed to social engagement. 
This event was co-sponsored by the Japanese Section of the Department of Modern Languages 
and Literatures, Asian Studies, the Department of Religion and the Lang Center. 
 
ANN TORREGROSSA, “POVERTY & PUBLIC HEALTH: EXPANDING MEDICAID” 
Ann Torregrossa is the former Director of the Governor’s Office of Health Care Reform, where 
she helped develop Governor Rendell’s comprehensive health care reform initiative, Prescription 
for Pennsylvania. Throughout her career, she has worked to expand the reach of publicly-funded 
health services. She gave a talk on the interaction between poverty and public health, and the 
importance of current attempts at Medicaid expansion to address these issues. She now lives in 
Swarthmore, and is the Phyllis Beck Chair at Temple Law School, where she teaches health law. 
This event was co-sponsored by the Swarthmore Health Society and the Lang Center. 
 
TRASH 2 TREASURE 
Trash 2 Treasure is a community donation-oriented yard sale held 
annually in the Lamb-Miller Field House. With approximately 100 
bargain hunters lined up by 8 AM on Friday for the “early bird” 
sales, the event, now in its sixth year, has grown both in scope and 
in generated revenue. This year, the sale brought in more than 
$26,000, which was donated to the United Way of Southeast 
Delaware County. From refrigerators and sofas to records and 
dishware, the sale offered a vast array of goods, all of which were donated by students and 
community members at the end of the academic year. Beyond offering shoppers hard-to-beat 
prices and raising money for organizations in Chester, Trash 2 Treasure served an environmental 
purpose by recycling products that would otherwise end up in the waste system. Shoppers 
rescued a total of 13.5 tons of goods from landfills this year, including over 1,000 books, 876 
pairs of shoes, 32 rugs, 12 printers, and 126 mini-refrigerators. 
 
MICHAEL WALZER, “POLITICS, JUSTICE, AND JEWISH THOUGHT” 
Michael Walzer, emeritus professor at the Institute of Advanced Studies in Princeton, New 
Jersey is one of the most renowned living political philosophers. Walzer’s pioneering work on 
justice, communitarianism, just war theory, and Jewish political thought has illuminated a variety 
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of intellectual landscapes for decades. Walzer has also been a co-editor of the democratic 
socialist journal Dissent for nearly half a century.  He is the author of dozens of books 
including Spheres of Justice, Just and Unjust Wars, Exodus and Revolution, and most recently In 
God's Shadow: Politics in the Hebrew Bible. The event was cosponsored by the Department of 
Religion, Department of Political Science, Peace and Conflict Studies, and the Lang Center for 
Civic and Social Responsibility. 
 
CARL WILKENS, “THE FUTURE OF U.S. POLICY TOWARD AFRICA” 
Carl Wilkens was the only American to remain in Rwanda during the 1994 genocide. Venturing 
out each day into streets crackling with mortars and gunfire, he worked his way through 
roadblocks of angry, bloodstained soldiers and civilians armed with machetes and assault rifles 
to bring food, water and medicine to groups of orphans trapped around the city. His actions save 
the lives of hundres. This panel discussion featured activist Carl Wilkens, Professor Stephen 
O’Connell, Professor Timothy Burke, and STAND national student director, Mickey Jackson. 
This event was sponsored by STAND, Forum for Free Speech, President’s Office, Lang Center, 
and Departments of Economics, History, and Sociology and Anthropology. 
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THE EUGENE M. LANG PROFESSOR FOR ISSUES OF SOCIAL CHANGE 
 
DR. GIOVANNA DI CHIRO 
Narrative Report 
 
Dr. Giovanna Di Chiro is the Visiting Lang Professor for Issues of Social Change at 
Swarthmore College, and Policy Advisor for Environmental Justice at Nuestras Raíces, Inc. in 
Holyoke, Massachusetts. She has published widely on the intersections of environmental 
science and policy, with a focus on social and economic disparities and human rights. She is 
co-editor of the volume Appropriating Technology: Vernacular Science and Social Power and 
is completing a book titled Embodied Ecologies: Science, Politics, and Environmental 
Justice. Di Chiro’s current work examines environmental justice activists’ reframing of the 
climate change debate to focus on the local, bodily impacts of wide-scale environmental 
problems like global warming. She is widely known for her research and practice focusing on 
community-based approaches to sustainability and the intersections of social justice and 
sustainability. Di Chiro teaches environmental studies and gender studies and collaborates 
with environmental justice organizations to conduct community-based research on 
environmental health concerns and on developing culturally relevant sustainability initiatives 
in poor and low-income communities.  
 
She has received numerous research fellowships and grants, including from the 
Rockefeller Foundation, the University of California Humanities Research Institute, the 
American Association of University Women, the Nathan Cummings Foundation, and the 
US Environmental Protection Agency. In 2012, Di Chiro was appointed to the National 
Advisory Council on Environmental Policy and Technology, a Federal Advisory 
Committee that reports to the Administrator of the EPA. She chairs the sub-committee on 
Social Justice and Sustainability.  
 
Di Chiro’s co-edited volume, Appropriating Technology (Minnesota, 2004), consists of a 
series of case studies documenting marginalized communities’ use/appropriation of a range of 
technologies in their social change efforts. In the book’s environment section, Di Chiro analyzed 
the fluidity of the border zone between community activism and technological innovation for 
social and environmental justice to show how collaborative efforts across differences of race, 
class, gender, and expertise often work to bring about change. These ideas are illustrated in 
topics such as community members’ use of GIS mapping systems to track air and water quality 
in New York City, village-based agroforestry and co-management approaches in Kenya, and 
video and film technologies in Western Shoshone anti-nuclear and land rights struggles in 
Nevada.  
 
Di Chiro’s current manuscript, Embodied Ecologies: Science, Politics, and Environmental 
Justice, focuses on her concepts of “embodied” or “situated” environmental science and 
community-based environmental justice activism. The central argument of the book 
interrogates conventional environmental science and policy approaches, which tend to 
concentrate on macro-level frameworks of organized power: states, markets, global 
institutions, global environmental sciences, and international environmental organizations. 
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With attention to local, community- based environmental change efforts, Embodied Ecologies 
examines the creation of innovative coalitions that produce new, hybrid forms of 
environmental expertise and dynamic, local environmental advocacy that see the critical 
connections to non-local, national, and global processes.  
 
As a faculty member in Environmental Studies at Mount Holyoke College, Di Chiro 
partnered with the environmental justice organization, Nuestras Raíces, through her 
community-based courses Urban Ecology and Environmental Justice Studies. During this 
time she served as a faculty partner supporting the organization’s environmental health 
projects and wrote several grants for the organization including an EPA CARE Level I grant 
(2006) and EPA CARE Level II (2009). From 2009-2012, Di Chiro directed Nuestras 
Raíces’ EPA CARE program, developing training programs for local leaders advancing the 
organization's mission to promote sustainable economic development, community/urban 
agriculture, and environmental health.  
 
This program has brought together academic, government, and community members to 
develop culturally appropriate environmental education programs to solve local problems and 
to create sustainable and just economic development policies in the region. Together with 
other community partners involved in these social and environmental change efforts, Di Chiro 
helped found the community-based energy services corporation, Energía (energiaus.com). 
Energía is a hybrid for profit/not-for-profit, community-owned enterprise organized around the 
“triple bottom line” business philosophy committed to employing low-income community 
residents, establishing a worker cooperative management structure, and promoting energy 
conservation and wider environmental benefits. Under Di Chiro’s leadership, Nuestras 
Raíces’ EPA CARE-funded environmental programs were highlighted in the EPA’s 
“Promising Practices” program, and the organization was recognized in October 2011 as one of 
the EPA CARE's “Champions of Change.”  
 
Di Chiro is a member of an international research collaborative (headquartered at the Institute 
for Social Science, Erasmus University, The Hague) focusing on Globalization, Social Justice, 
and Sustainability, and currently works with local organizations in Philadelphia and Chester, 
PA, supporting community-based sustainable development and climate justice partnerships. 
During the 2012-2013 academic year, she taught the following courses at Swarthmore: 
Political Science 43B: Environmental Justice: Theory and Action, Sociology & Anthropology 
20M: Race, Gender and Environment, and the directed reading course, Environmental Studies 
92B: Sustainable Community Action.  
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Teaching: Coursework & Directed Readings  
 

Fall 2012  
 
POLS 043B: Environmental Justice: Theory and Action, Cross-
listed with ENVS. This community-based learning course 
introduces students to the historical, political, and activist roots of 
the field of environmental justice. Activists and scholars of 
environmental justice argue that where you “live, work, play, and 
learn” can predict your health outcomes and your quality of life. 
Seeing the interdependence between environmental quality and people’s everyday lives, 
the environmental justice perspective brings together “environmental” concerns about 
pollution and degradation of air, water, and land with what are typically considered more 
“social” issues including civil rights, land rights, race and class politics, poverty, 
unemployment, and health.  
 
Early in the course, Di Chiro organized a “toxic tour” of nearby Chester, PA, for a group of 
35 students, faculty, and community residents. Led by local activists from the Delco 

Environmental Justice Alliance and Chester Green, the bus and 
walking tour informed participants of the environmental and 
health risks faced by Chester residents whose neighborhoods 
are located on the “fence line” of several polluting and noxious 
facilities. The tour leaders also invited students and faculty to 
collaborate with local organizations on a variety of local 

environmental justice projects. Students in the course developed their own “action 
research” projects, which ranged from leading a community workshop on healthy cooking 
and bicycle repair for youth in the Chester Community Garden to developing an app to 
help people understand the global social and environmental impacts of the production and 
disposal of their iPhones.  
 
One section of the course focused on “climate justice,” the disproportionate impact of climate 
change on poor and low income communities and nations around the world. Di Chiro 
incorporated into her syllabus the visit of Christiana Figueres ‘78, 
Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC), and arranged for students to meet with Figueres 
and discuss how the UN is responding to these concerns. A group of 
students interested in becoming more engaged in the issues relating to 
social justice and climate change worked with Di Chiro to draft an 
application for Swarthmore College to participate as an NGO observer 
at the COP 19 UNFCCC meeting to be held in Warsaw, Poland in 
November, 2013. President Rebecca Chopp and Vice President 
Maurice Eldridge were supportive of these efforts, and in March 2013 
the formal, institutional application was completed and submitted to 
the UNFCCC. (We are awaiting notification). Another section of the course focused on the 
connections between food security, agriculture and environmental justice. Di Chiro organized a 
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“local foods luncheon” where students enjoyed a locally sourced lunch prepared by the dining 
hall, after having examined and researched the social, economic, and health benefits of local 
food production.  
 
Environmental Justice Discussion Group:  
In her first weeks on campus Di Chiro met with student organizations and clubs interested 
in learning more about and taking action on social and environmental problems (the groups 
included Environmental Justice, Mountain Justice, Swat Frack Action, EarthLust, and 
Think Climate). She was asked by students to direct and advise an informal discussion 
group for those interested in more in-depth readings and analyses on the topic of 
environmental justice. The weekly environmental justice discussion group was open to all 
students and met at the Lang Center; student participation ranged from 5-12 students per 
week.  
 
Spring 2013 
 
SOAN 20M: Race, Gender and Environment, Cross-listed with ENVS and GSST. This 
course explores how ideologies and structures of race, gender, sexuality, and class 
construct the conceptual frameworks, cultural perceptions, and social policies 
undertaken in relation to the environment. The course draws on interdisciplinary, 
contemporary scholarship, social movement activism from diverse national and 
international contexts, and addresses environmental topics including ideas/theories of 
nature, toxins and environmental health, environmental perception and social 
difference, poverty and natural resource depletion, sustainable development, Indigenous 
environmentalisms, and global environmental change. With a theoretical focus on 
socio-cultural analysis in environmental thought and action, the course examined the 
politics of representation in products such as texts, film, art, scientific theories, 
advertising, institutions and organizations, and social activism. Di Chiro invited to 
class scholars and practitioners whose work focuses on environmental issues and whose 
writings the students had read for the course. These authors included: Sandra 
Steingraber (author of course texts, Having Faith and Raising Elijah), Eli Clare (author 
of course text, Exile and Pride), and J. Henry Fair and Jennifer Price (Mellon artists-in-
residence). Di Chiro brought together the students in Professor Mark Wallace’s ENVS 
Capstone Seminar with the students in the SOAN 20M course to meet with two of these 
visiting scholar/artists (Sandra Steingraber and J. Henry Fair).  
 
 
ENVS 092: Directed Reading/Sustainable Community Action 
This course was a student-led Environmental Studies course with 4 
seniors who were interested in integrating their academic work in 
Environmental Studies with community-based engagement and 
action. In conversations with Biology Professor Scott Gilbert, Di 
Chiro connected with community activists from Serenity House in 
North Philadelphia. In discussions with Serenity House community 
leader, O, Di Chiro and the students developed a sustainability 
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project for the organization that included designing and constructing a community garden 
and a green roof. In consultation with Di Chiro, the students generated an innovative 
syllabus that combined theoretical writings on sustainability and environmental justice and 
hands-on, creative practice and community organizing. The final project for the course 
included the completion and planting of the community garden at Serenity House and a 
community-wide event with flower pot painting and a community feast and barbeque. 
Although the four students registered for the course were seniors and graduated in 2013, 
three underclass students (freshmen and sophomores) participated in the CBL activities 
and will register for the next iteration of the course, Sustainable Community Action in the 
fall of 2013. The students in Sustainable Community Action documented their work in 
several ways, including a video on how the collaboration was conceived and 
implemented. See, Serenity House, available at http://vimeo.com/68170704, produced by 
Alexa Ross ‘13.  
 
Publications & Writing  
Di Chiro focused on developing her manuscript Embodied Ecologies: Science, Politics and 

Environmental Justice which examines environmental justice activists’ creation of 
innovative coalitions that produce new, hybrid forms of environmental expertise 
and dynamic, local environmental activism.  

 
She published the following articles:  
“Climate Justice Now! Imagining Grassroots EcoCosmopolitanism.” In American Studies, 

Ecocriticism, and Citizenship, edited by Joni Adamson and Kimberly Ruffin (NY: 
Routledge, 2013).  

“La Nature Comme Communauté.” In Emilie Hache (ed), Écologie Politique: 
Communautés, Cosmos, Milieux (Amsterdam: Éditions Amsterdam, 2012).  

 
The following scholarly articles are forthcoming or in process:  
“Environmental Justice.” In Keywords in the Study of Environment and Culture, edited by 

William Gleason, David Naguib Pellow, and Joni Adamson (NYU Press, 
forthcoming). 

“Environmental Justice as Cosmopolitics: Adaptation or Mitigation? Community Actions 
for Sustainability.” In Teena Gabrielson and David Schlosberg (eds), Oxford 
Handbook on Environmental Political Theory (Oxford University Press, in 
process).  

“Environmental Justice Research Beyond Borders.” In Wendy Harcourt and Ingrid 
Nelson (eds), Beyond the Green Economy: Connecting Lives, Natures and 
Genders Otherwise (Zed Books, in process).  

“Notes from the Field: Environmental Justice Tourism in the Age of Climate Change.” In 
Race, Nature, and Nation, edited by Joni Adamson (University of Arizona Press, in 
process)  

“Transnational Community-based Environmentalism.” In Oxford Handbook of Transnational 
Feminist Movements, edited by Wendy Harcourt (Oxford University Press America, 
in process).  

 



Annual	Report	 FY	2012	‐	2013

 

20 

Presentations 
“Social Justice and Ecology.” Presentation at the Intercultural Dialogue on Sexuality, 

Reproductive Health, and Environmental Rights in Development, Institute for Social 
Studies, Erasmus University, The Hague, The Netherlands, June 3-6, 2013.  

“Imagining Eco-Cosmopolitanism (or, this is what sustainability looks like).” Faculty Lecture, 
Swarthmore College, May 15, 2013.  

“Embodied Ecologies: Connecting Sustainability and Environmental 
Justice.” Keynote Lecture, Jessica Roy Memorial 
Colloquium, University of California, Santa Cruz, April 26, 
2013.  

“Critical and Hope-ful: Engaging Sustainability and Environmental 
Justice.” Presentation at Critical Sustainabilities Faculty 
Seminar, University of California, Santa Cruz, April 25, 
2013.  

“Naturecultures and Environmental Studies: Imagining/Embodying 
a Cosmopolitics for Earthly Survival.” Mellon Symposium 
on Communities and Environments, Humanities Institute at 
University of California, Davis, April 3-4, 2013.  

“Imagination and Environmental Justice.” Presentation at 
EnvisionPeace Museum Panel on “Solidarity and 
Environmental Justice,” Philadelphia Quaker Center, Philadelphia, PA, February 6, 
2013.  

“From Household to Planet: Transnational Feminism and Environmental Justice.” Conference 
on Bodies, Technologies and Resources: Deepening Conversations on Gender and the 
Green Economy, HIVOS Foundation and Institute for Social Studies, Erasmus 
University, The Hague, The Netherlands, November 19-21, 2012.  

 
Organizing: Conferences, Public Events & Workshops 
Community Gardens for Sustainability and Social Change, Serenity House, Philadelphia, May 

11, 2013. Together with seven students and community leaders 
in North Philly, Di Chiro organized a community event to 
celebrate new community garden and partnership with 
Swarthmore College students and faculty. The workday and 
celebration involved planting flower and vegetable beds, 
painting flower pots with youth and children, and sharing good 
food in the new garden. The next stage of the partnership will focus on the design and 
construction of a green roof on the garage.  

Di Chiro organized a public lecture for the Environmental Studies by Dr. Sandra Steingraber, 
titled “The Whole Fracking Enchilada (or, why we need to end fossil fuel extraction, 
build sustainable communities, and act for environmental justice).” 
See more at: http://daily.swarthmore.edu/slog/2013/03/live-blog-
sandra- steingraber-the-whole-fracking-
enchilada/#sthash.0DVmgQ3z.dpuf, Swarthmore College, March 27, 
2013.  

Di Chiro was invited by students from Swarthmore’s Mountain Justice 
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organization to co-lead a workshop on “Building a Diverse Movement for Climate 
Justice,” (with national youth climate movement leader, Liliana Molina from Energy 
Action Coalition) at the Power Up! Student Convergence, Swarthmore College, 
February 23, 2013.  

As part of a multi-disciplinary faculty group, Di Chiro helped organize and present at the 
“Teach-In on Climate Change and Divestment” at Swarthmore College, February 11, 
2013 (with faculty from Political Science, English, Religious Studies, Peace and 
Conflict Studies, Physics, and Economics).  

Di Chiro was featured in the alumni magazine, Swarthmore College Bulletin, 
January 2013 “The (Really) Big Picture” By Carrie Compton. “Giovanna 
Di Chiro stresses connections between personal choice and the well-
being of the planet. Dr. Di Chiro requires her students to participate in 
outreach projects that take some of what they learn in her class back to 
the community.” Article available at: 
http://media.swarthmore.edu/bulletin/?p=1004   

 
Service on Committees 
Appointed to National Advisory Council on Environmental Policy and Technology. Co-Chair, 

Social Justice and Sustainability Committee, 2012-14. 
Member of Sustainability Committee, Swarthmore College, 2012-. 
Member of Environmental Studies Program Steering Committee, Swarthmore College, 2012-. 
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THE EUGENE M. LANG VISITING PROFESSORSHIP FOR ISSUES OF SOCIAL 
CHANGE 
 
DR. GIOVANNA DI CHIRO 
Curriculum Vita (abridged) 
 
 

EDUCATION  
Ph.D. - History of Consciousness, University of California, Santa Cruz, CA, December 1995  

History of Consciousness is an interdisciplinary doctoral program that bridges the 
humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, and arts divisions of the university  

M.S. - Environmental Studies, University of Michigan School of Natural Resources, Ann Arbor, 
MI  
B.A. - Biology, University of California, Santa Cruz, CA (with honors)  

University of Maryland, College Park, MD  
University of Paris, La Sorbonne, Paris  

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE (abridged) 
Lang Visiting Professor for Issues of Social Change, Swarthmore College, 2012 - present  
Policy Adviser (Former Director), Environmental Programs, Nuestras Raíces, Inc., 2004 - present  
Research Associate, Five Colleges, Inc. Research Center & Environmental Studies Department, 

Mount Holyoke College, 2008-present 
Visiting Professor, Five Colleges, Inc. Research Center & Environmental Studies Department, 

Mount Holyoke College, 2002-2008 
American Association of University Women (AAUW) Postdoctoral Fellow, Mount Holyoke 

College, 2001-2002  
Rockefeller Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for the Study of Women in Society, 

University of Oregon, Eugene, 2000-2001  
Assistant Professor, Environmental Science Department, Allegheny College, 1996-2001  
Rockefeller Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for the Critical Analysis of Contemporary 

Culture, Rutgers University, 1996-1997  
Research Assistant, Women’s Studies and Community Studies Departments, University of 

California, Santa Cruz, Winter 1996 
Lecturer, University of California, Santa Cruz: Culture and the Environment; Feminism and 

Environmentalism; Environmental History; Science and Technology Studies; Ecofeminist 
Studies; World Cultures; Global Transformations, 1990-1996  

Teaching Assistant, University of California, Santa Cruz: Science and Politics; Introduction to 
Feminism; Feminist Methodological Perspectives, Feminist Theories, History of US 
Social Movements, Environmental Studies Core Course: Culture and Environment, 1989-
1993  
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PUBLICATIONS (abridged) 
 
Books  
Embodied Ecologies: Science, Politics and Environmental Justice (manuscript in 

progress)  
New Perspectives on Global Political Ecology: Women's Advocacy Networks for Change (with 

co-author Wendy Harcourt, under contract, London: Zed Books)  
 
Articles  
“Environmental Justice” In, Keywords in the Study of Environment and Culture, edited by 

William Gleason, David Naguib Pellow, and Joni Adamson (NYU Press, forthcoming)  
“Environmental Justice as Cosmopolitics: Adaptation or Mitigation? Community Actions 

for Sustainability.” In Teena Gabrielson and David Schlosberg (eds), Oxford 
Handbook on Environmental Political Theory (Oxford University Press, in review)  

“Environmental Justice Research Beyond Borders.” In Wendy Harcourt and Ingrid Nelson 
(eds), Beyond the Green Economy: Connecting Lives, Natures and Genders Otherwise 
(Zed Books, in review).  

“Notes from the Field: Environmental Justice Tourism in the Age of Climate Change,” In, 
Race, Nature, and Nation, edited by Joni Adamson (University of Arizona Press, in 
review)  

“Transnational Community-based Environmentalism,” In, Oxford Handbook of 
Transnational Feminist Movements, edited by Wendy Harcourt (Oxford University 
Press America, in review)  

“Climate Justice Now! Imagining Grassroots EcoCosmopolitanism,” In American Studies, 
Ecocriticism, and Citizenship, edited by Joni Adamson and Kimberly Ruffin (NY: 
Routledge) 2013 

 
Presentations 
“Queer Ecologies,” Presentation at the Intercultural Dialogue on Sexuality, Reproductive 

Health, and Environmental Rights in Development, Institute for Social Studies, 
Erasmus University, The Hague, The Netherlands, June 3-6, 2013.  

“Imagining Eco-Cosmopolitanism (or, this is what sustainability looks like),” Faculty 
Lecture, Swarthmore College, May 15, 2013.  

“Embodied Ecologies: Connecting Sustainability and Environmental Justice,” Keynote 
Lecture, Jessica Roy Memorial Colloquium, University of California, Santa Cruz, 
April 26, 2013.  

“Critical and Hope-ful: Engaging Sustainability and Environmental Justice,” Presentation at 
Critical Sustainabilities Faculty Seminar, University of California, Santa Cruz, 
April 25, 2013.  

“Naturecultures and Environmental Studies: Imagining/Embodying a Cosmopolitics 
for Earthly Survival,” Mellon Symposium on Communities and 
Environments, Humanities Institute at University of California, Davis, April 3-
4, 2013.  
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“Imagination and Environmental Justice,” Presentation at EnvisionPeace Museum Panel on 
Solidarity and Environmental Justice, Philadelphia Quaker Center, Philadelphia, PA, 
February 6, 2013.  

 
Organizing: Conferences, Public Events, Workshops (abridged) 
Community Gardens for Sustainability and Social Change, Serenity House, Philadelphia, May 

11, 2013  
Environmental Studies Lecture Series, Sandra Steingraber, "The Whole Fracking Enchilada," 

Swarthmore College, March 27, 2013  
Workshop on Building a Diverse Movement for Climate Justice, Power Up! Student 

Convergence, Swarthmore College, February 23, 2013  
Teach-In on Climate Change and Divestment, Swarthmore College, February 11, 2013  
“Adaptation or Mitigation? Community Responses to Global Climate Change,” American 

Public Health Association Conference, Boston, Massachusetts, November 3-6, 2013.  
 
Honors/Grants (abridged) 
John Merck Foundation, $15,000, 2012-2013  
Jessie Cox Fund/The Boston Foundation, $20,000, 2012 - 2013  
 
Professional Service  
Editorial Board for: Journal of Science as Culture Zed Books Series on Gender, Environment, and 

Development  
Reviewer for: MIT Press, Journal of Science, Technology and Human Values, Routledge Press, 

University of Arizona Press, NWSA Journal Antipode ARROWS for Change Asian 
Pacific Resource & Research Centre for Women) Journal, Journal of Transnational 
American Studies, Environment & Behavior 

Honors Examiner in Environmental Politics, Swarthmore College, National Advisory Council 
on Environmental Policy and Technology (NACEPT, Reports to Administrator of 
EPA), Co-Chair, Social Justice and Sustainability Committee, 2012-2014  

 
Organizational Leadership and Professional Society Membership (abridged) 
American Society for Environmental History  
American Studies Association  
American Association of Geographers  
Association for Literature and the Environment  
National Women’s Studies Association  
Society for Literature, Science, and the Arts  
National Association for Environmental Education  
Advisory Committee, Center for the Environment (MA), 2004-2008  
Five Colleges Faculty Committee on Sustainable Development (MA), 2004-2008  
Board Member, Nuestras Raíces, Inc. (MA), 2004-2009  
Co-director, Community Environmental Justice Coalition (MA) 2006-  
Committee Member, Massachusetts Environmental Justice Alliance, 2008- Board Member, 

Energía Community Energy Enterprises (MA), 2009-2012  
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Advisory Board, Committee on Brownfields Redevelopment, HUD Sustainable Knowledge 
Corridor Initiative, 2011-2014 , (Holyoke, MA) 

Advisory Board, Urban Arts Design Competition Committee, 2011-2012 (Amherst, MA)  
Sustainability Committee, Swarthmore College, 2012-  
Environmental Studies Program Steering Committee, Swarthmore College, 2012-  
 
Languages  
French - reading, speaking  
Italian - reading, conversant  
Spanish - reading, conversant  
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THE EUGENE M. LANG RESEARCH FELLOW & VISITING PROFESSOR (PART TIME) 
 
REPORT FROM GEORGE LAKEY, RESEARCH FELLOW    
 
The Global Nonviolent Action Database (GNAD) is used by an increasing number of 
professors, writers, and activists in many countries. For example, the UN University of Peace 
in Costa Rica reports intense interest when the 
database map (a new feature) is projected on the 
wall. Further, their students scramble to see 
whether their own country is represented in the 
GNAD. 
 
The new cases published this year were written by 
students from Swarthmore; Menno Simons College 
in Winnipeg, Canada; graduate political science 
students from Kennesaw State University in 
Georgia; and Haverford and Bryn Mawr Colleges. 
For the third year, Swarthmore senior Max 
Rennebaum served as a research assistant. 
 
The already-searchable database was enhanced 
through a tagging project begun in Lee Smithey’s 
Peace and Conflict Studies class and continued 
through the summer of 2013 by alumna Tarit Rao-
Chakravorti ’13 and research assistant, Michael A. 
Hall ’15.  The cases are tagged with up to nine 
additional categories, including indigenous 
participants, women, example of regime change, 
and example of the paradox of repression. 
 
The GNAD Advisory Committee met twice. It includes the Lang Center Executive Director, 
Peace Collection Curator, Peace & Conflict Studies Chair, area Quaker activists, and student 
researchers. The Committee gives advice on further development of the database. Les Leach 
from ITS continues to work with the technical development of the website. 
 
TEACHING 
 
In both fall and spring semesters Professor Lakey led the Research Seminar in Strategy for 
Nonviolent Struggle, in which students learn theory, research skills, and write cases for the 
database. In total, Prof. Lakey has taught eight such seminars. In addition, Prof. Lakey taught 
a practicum course for two Bryn Mawr students as part of their social change major, as well 
as a directed reading course to a Bryn Mawr senior.  
 
 
 

Global Nonviolent 

Action Database 

(GNAD) 

The Global Nonviolent Action 
Database (GNAD) is visited on an 
average day by 1000 unique visitors 
from a total of 194 countries.  
 
Nearly 900 cases have been 
published so far. 
 
http://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu 
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Guest teaching included:   
 “Martin Luther King, Jr. and Community Organizing,” in Martin Luther King, Jr. and 

Religious Thought, Eliot Ratzman, Swarthmore College 
  “Post-World War II History of the Peace Movement,” in Introduction to Peace and 

Conflict Studies, Lee Smithey, Swarthmore College 
 “Quakerism in relation to conflict theory,” in Quakerism, Doug Gwyn, Pendle Hill. 
 “Third Party Nonviolent Intervention,” in Introduction to Peace and Conflict Studies, 

Lee Smithey, Swarthmore College 
 
OTHER SWARTHMORE COLLEGE PRESENTATIONS AND FACILITATION 
 

 Faculty Lunch presentation on the Global Nonviolent Action Database 
 Panelist for Black History Month on the question: “Is Black History Still Relevant?” 
 Panelist in the faculty teach-in on climate justice 
 Facilitation trainer for faculty and students’ all-day discussions on improving 

Swarthmore’s institutional practices and structures 
 
OTHER FACILITATION AND PRESENTATIONS IN U.S. 
 

 United Nations Inter-Agency Framework for Prevention, in New York City: 
presentation to staff on nonviolent action as a resource, including the Global 
Nonviolent Action Database 

o The staff leader’s feedback letter included this statement: Your presentation 
offered critical insights into the potential strengths and challenges of using 
nonviolent action in any society and helped us look at its applicability within 
the UN system context. 

 Two presentations at annual meeting of Peace and Justice Studies Association, in 
2012 at Tufts University: (a) how to use the Global Nonviolent Action Database as a 
tool for teaching and research, and (b) relation of climate justice movement to social 
change strategy.  The GNAD presentation was jammed with high interest. 

 Villanova University, evening keynote for “Social Justice Advocacy Week” 
 Kendal Retirement Community, Kennett Square, PA on “nonviolent response to 

climate crisis” 
 Crosslands Retirement Community, Kennett Square, PA on “nonviolent response to 

climate crisis” 
 Unitarian-Universalist Church of Keene, NH: “Nonviolent response to climate crisis” 
 Social change movement leaders of San Francisco region, CA: “Leadership 

challenges at this time” 
 Swarthmore Discussion Group (meeting at the College): “Viking Economics” 
 Quadrangle Retirement Community, Haverford, PA: “Viking Economics” 
 Facilitation of weekend retreat for Pittsburgh Friends Meeting (Quakers), focused on 

leadership and change 
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OTHER FACILITATION AND PRESENTATIONS OUTSIDE U.S. 
 

 Two-day workshop on conflict and diversity, for leaders in the Canadian Union of 
Public Employees (Canada’s largest trade union), in Ottawa. 

 One-day workshop on strategy, for community leaders and labor leaders of the city of 
Ottawa. 

 Two week tour of the United Kingdom, working in both England and Scotland.  It 
included public lectures, small meetings with social change leaders, trainers, and 
funders, workshop facilitations, and being interviewed by British media.  It also 
included events promoting my newest book, Toward a Living Revolution, published 
in London in 2012.  The cities involved were London, Brighton, Liverpool, Leeds, 
Manchester, Glasgow, and Edinburgh.  It was organized for the 75th birthday of the 
venerable periodical Peace News.  July 15-30. 

 
RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS 
 

 Thirty-eight 1500-word columns in on-line blog Waging Nonviolence.org. The 
columns included three series of articles exploring these topics: 

o Creating and maintaining healthy action groups (6 columns) 
o Solving problems created by class differences in social movements (9 

columns) 
o Meeting violent assault, on the street or larger-scale, with effective nonviolent 

resistance. (This last series started in this reporting year, 2012-13, and 
continues into the reporting year of 2013-14, and includes two guest columns 
on that subject.) 

o Note: The columns often cited cases in the Global Nonviolent Action 
Database, and stimulated spikes in website activity as a result. 

 Toward a Living Revolution, the revised British edition of a previous book published 
in the U.S. entitled Powerful Peacemaking.  Published by Peace News Press in 
London, June 2012. 

 Lakey spent two weeks gathering material in Norway for book in progress, Viking 
Economics; July 1-14, 2012.  Anticipated date of completion: end of 2013. 

 “Powerful beyond Measure,” William Penn Lecture, given 2011, published 2012.  
 Article on methods of teaching peace studies in Exploring the Power of Nonviolence: 

Peace, Politics, and Practice, edited by the Peace and Justice Studies Association. In 
press. Syracuse University Press, 2013. 

 Submitted article on paradox of repression for Lester Kurtz and Lee Smithey (eds), 
The Paradox of Repression, to be published in late 2013 or early 2014. 
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CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT AWARDS 

AWARDED DURING FY 12‐13, FOR IMPLEMENTATION DURING FY 13‐14 
 

 Elaine Allard, “Honors Seminar: Latinos and Education,” $5,000  
 K. David Harrison, “What Gay Sounds Like: Linguistics of LGBTQ Communities,” 

$5,000  
 Donna Jo Napoli, “Reading Involves Shared Experience (RISE): eBooks and Literacy for 

the Deaf Child,” $5,000 
 Steve Viscelli, Down But Not Out: The Social Problems of Philadelphia & Into the Field: 

Qualitative Methods, $5,000 
 
Elaine Allard, Professor of Educational Studies 
EDUC 153, “Honors Seminar: Latinos and Education” 
 
This honors seminar explores the schooling experiences of Latinos in the U.S. from 
interdisciplinary perspectives, including sociology, history, anthropology, and linguistics. Course 
participants will engage with questions around educational quality and access, language and 
culture, immigration and demographic change, curriculum and pedagogy, and community 
activism in relation to the education of Latinos. Students will study asset-based approaches to 
research and teaching and will use one or more of these research methodologies in a 
collaborative, community-based research project in and for a local Latino-serving school. 
Students will engage in education-related service in one of several Latino communities in the 
Philadelphia area and will engage in research using one of the “asset-based” methodologies. 
Students will study the history and current state of education for Latinos in that area and will 
compile their findings in a final publication, either a print or on-line medium.  
 
K. David Harrison, Associate Professor and Chair, Linguistics Department 
LING 003, “FYS What Gay Sounds Like: Linguistics of LGBTQ Communities”   
 
This proposed first year seminar (to be taught in 2013-14) provides a grounding in several 
subfields of Linguistics (e.g., Anthropological, Socio-phonetics, Lexical Semantics, Discourse 
Analysis, Language and Gender Theory, Performativity Theory, Ethnography of Speaking, ASL 
Studies). We will use these models to explore Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer 
ways of speaking, identities, discourses, and communities, in a variety of cross-cultural settings. 
Community involvement and social action will be a key component of the course. Specifically, 
students would visit, volunteer, and/or be participant observers at social gatherings and public 
events at one or more of the following Philadelphia-based, non-profit organizations: William 
Way Community Center, Attic Youth Center, and Gay and Lesbian Latino AIDS Education 
Initiative (GALAEI). At these organizations, the students will be learning by full participation 
and entering into cultural conversations within a safe social space. They will be challenged to 
practice civic engagement and to have a positive social impact on these grassroots, non-profit, 
and largely participant-directed community organizations. They will also be enriched by the 
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opportunity to be in an environment where LGBTQ identities (including, possibly, the students’ 
own) are being negotiated, verbalized and constructed.  
 
Donna Jo Napoli, Professor of Linguistics 
Linguistics 063, “Supporting Literacy among Deaf Children” 
 
In this course, students will develop eBooks for young deaf children, working from beloved 
picture books. The eBooks will include video clips of actors signing the stories as well as voice-
overs and questions about sign language that the interested reader can click on to find 
information. Students and faculty together will work out how to sign stories in effective and 
delightful ways, keeping in mind the needs of deaf children and of the likely adults to be sharing 
the books with them, including parents, older siblings, grandparents, neighbors, babysitters – that 
is, people in the home setting, who might well have little facility with ASL – as well as teachers, 
teacher aides, and volunteer helpers in both schools with programs specifically designed to meet 
the needs of deaf children (who might have considerable facility in ASL) and schools into which 
deaf children have been mainstreamed (where the adults are unlikely to have strong facility in 
ASL). Students must have a rudimentary knowledge of ASL or concurrently take an attachment 
in ASL language. A background in linguistics, theater, film, early childhood development, or 
education would be helpful. Students from Gallaudet University will join Swarthmore students in 
this jointly taught course by Galludet Professor Gene Mirus and Swarthmore Professor, Donna 
Jo Napoli. This collaboration will enhance the students’ education by giving Deaf and hearing 
college students the positive experience of collaborating for a common goal and, importantly, 
one in which the Deaf students are the experts with regard to culture, language, and relevant 
personal experience.   
 
Steve Viscelli, Professor of Sociology 
SOAN 036, “Into the Field: Qualitative Methods” 
 
This course will introduce students to participation observation and interviewing as research 
methods. We will read and discuss a range of sociological studies employing these methods. 
Throughout the semester students will gain firsthand experience using field methods and design 
a research project of their choosing. As the reader is likely aware, the Philadelphia School 
District is currently in the midst of a severe budget crisis. While there are a number of causes of 
this crisis, the District is suffering from a long-term decline in attendance at neighborhood public 
schools. This decline is primarily the result of parents choosing public charter schools. There are 
a number of problems with these charters that raise costs for the District while the benefits of 
most charters for students appear to be nonexistent. Our overall goal for Jackson Elementary is to 
demonstrate that neighborhood non-charter public schools can achieve academic excellence. By 
doing this we hope to change the perceptions of parents that lead them to choose public charters 
and private schools. Over the course of the last few years, we have repeatedly wondered how 
parents perceive our local elementary schools and why they choose to send their children 
elsewhere. While we have some hypotheses there is little good data to answer this question. 
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Steve Viscelli, Professor of Sociology 
SOAN 006, “Down but Not Out: The Social Problems of Philadelphia” 
 
The course will focus on economic and environmental problems and educational inequality in 
the City of Philadelphia. The course will contain a significant community-based learning 
component in which students will work on a project to create a “green” elementary school—
specifically, a rooftop school garden and a solar greenhouse—that uses environmental themes to 
enhance science, math and other curriculum. This project has been developed in partnership with 
a faculty member in the Sociology Department at the University of Pennsylvania. This course 
will engage students with a number of sociological perspectives on major trends that have 
contributed to economic and environmental problems in cities. The course will also focus on 
grassroots and city efforts to meet the challenges of greening and improving economically 
disadvantaged schools in South Philadelphia.  
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CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT GRANTS IMPLEMENTED DURING FY 12 – 13 
 

 Ben Berger, “Democratic Theory and Practice & Civic Engagement in American 
Democracy” 

 Laynie Brown, “Creative Writing Outreach” 
 Aurora Camacho deSchmidt, “Mexican Pennsylvania: the Making of a Transnational 

Community” 
 
Report on Democratic Theory and Practice & Civic Engagement in American Democracy 

 
In the summer of 2012, I received a Lang Center Curriculum Development Grant to revise two 
of my courses.  I updated POLS 19 (“Democratic Theory and Practice”), which required changes 
to its curriculum and new community partners, and I changed my honors seminar, POLS 112 
(“Civic Engagement in American Democracy”) to add a CBL component that had not previously 
been present.  Both revisions were very successful, and I am offering the same revised versions 
in 2013 (and beyond). 
 
POLS 112 had always been an entirely text-based honors seminar.  However, for several years I 
had been discussing with Joy Charlton and members of the Lang Advisory Committee the 
prospect of expanding the traditional CBL/experiential spectrum to include seminars such as 
mine without requiring my honors students to spend many hours each week in the local 
community (as I do with POLS 19).  After my work during the summer of 2012, POLS 112 still 
had a traditional, text-based component that contrasted competing, normative ideals of 
democracy with the realities of democratic politics in the present-day United States.  But I re-
oriented the materials so that the milieu of local politics—Chester, Swarthmore, and Delaware 
County—became the part of the empirical foundation for our theoretical and social scientific 
readings.  I also arranged for several community activists to visit the seminar for extended 
discussions and debates of their varying goals, methods, and political ideals.   
 
My POLS 112 students now read scholarly treatments of local politics such as John Morrison 
McLarnon’s book Ruling Suburbia:  John J. McClure and the Republican machine in Delaware 
County, Pennsylvania and Elizabeth McLean Petras’s unpublished conference paper “From 
Paternalism to Patronage to Pillage: Chester PA, a chronicle of the embedded consciousness of 
place in the second most economically depressed city in the US.”  We also read current news 
accounts of local politics in Swarthmore, Chester, and the larger Delaware County.  By 
integrating these resources into our rigorous, graduate-level syllabus we are better able to 
glimpse and grasp the differences between democratic systems at different levels of government 
(national, state, and local) and the different ways in which people experience democratic 
citizenship depending on their local context and resources. 
 
Visitors to our seminar included Don Delson, who serves with me on the board of the Chester 
Charter School for the Arts and who publishes the weekly Swarthmorean; Ken Klothen ’73, who 
has worked in community development and has served in local government; Dr. Duane 
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Belgrave, who (in addition to teaching at the college level) has led community organizing and 
activism in Chester; and Ben Brake, a businessman who heads The Chester Fund, has done 
extensive philanthropic work, and who has combined elements of entrepreneurship and 
economic development abroad.  The visitors discussed our texts in light of their life experiences, 
offered examples of a wide variety of community engagement, and participated in discussion and 
debate with students about local history and politics.  Students had the option of writing their 
final seminar papers on topics that touched upon some aspect of the various guest speakers’ 
projects and commitments. 
 
My POLS 19 revision consisted of updating the course materials, adding community partners, 
and adding a section of local political news that would complement our academic texts. Over the 
summer of 2012 I began working with Butch Slaughter and Steve Fischer of the Chester Housing 
Authority (CHA) to devise a range of volunteer opportunities that would tie in with my course 
themes. We reviewed my new syllabus and talked extensively about the material that I try to 
teach.  Butch and Steve each visited my class during the semester, and almost half of my 
students wound up volunteering at the CHA. The students met numerous times with CHA 
residents to ascertain residents’ goals (for example, a revamped community newspaper, better 
transportation assistance to grocery stores, and an arts performance space adjoining the 
community garden) and then worked on means of achieving them together. Butch’s training as a 
counselor helped students in their reflection exercises.  
 
Don Delson and Brian Lentz spoke with the class on several occasions about the Delaware 
County politics, state politics, and the educational system.  Students were able to learn about 
news developments as they happened, get expert interpretations from those involved behind the 
scenes, and compare those findings to claims made by political scientists and political theorists 
in our academic texts.  The students and I each found that new course element extremely 
rewarding. 
 
I am grateful to the Lang Center for helping me to spend the time required to rethink and revise 
these courses, and to prepare with new community partners for their valuable contributions. 
 
Report on English Literature 070/Educational Studies 073, “Creative Writing Outreach,” 
Laynie Brown 
 
Through this course, students gained invaluable skills in creative curriculum development for 
elementary students and excelled in both written lesson planning and oral presentation of lessons. 
Students have read a series of texts considering questions of equity in education, writing across 
the curriculum, and approaches to teaching specific literatures. The experience of teaching in 
community schools was transformative for Swarthmore students. Each student visited an 
assigned school one hour per week to assist during Language Arts sessions and presented lessons 
in creative writing to their elementary classes on analysis of literary models, collaborative 
writing, individual writing and performance by the end of the semester. Students were placed 
students in three schools, and six classrooms. Two of the schools are located in Chester (Chester 
Charter School of the Arts, Stetser Elementary) and one in Swarthmore (Swarthmore Rutledge 
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School).  The school partnerships that were developed have tremendous long-term potential. 
Prof. Brown hopes that the College will support these partnerships and the aspirations of 
interested students by continuing to offer this course in future years.  
 
Report on LAS 080. “Mexican Pennsylvania: the Making of a Transnational Community,” 
Aurora Camacho de Schmidt 
 
With the help of a grant from the Lang Center for Civic and Social Responsibility, this 
interdisciplinary course met once a week for three hours in the Keith Room of the Lang Center.  
Nineteen students took the class—nine seniors, five juniors, and five sophomores. All but two 
participated in a service-learning experience. The course started intensively with readings in 
sociology and history, but also personal testimonies. Students wrote about their own family's 
experience of migration, or the experience of someone they knew who had migrated recently. 
This created a very personal point of reference for the course. 
 
During the first three weeks, students spent one of the three hours of class in the Language 
Resource Center, where they had a videoconference class with a member of the Instituto 
Mexicano para el Desarrollo de la Comunidad (IMDEC, or Mexican Institute for Community 
Development), located in Guadalajara, with the donated techincal cooperation of ITESO, the 
Jesuit university. This worked out almost perfectly from a technical point of view. Facilitator 
William Azcona then imparted a workshop that started with the Friday three-hour class and 
continued all day Saturday. Students studied popular pedagogy in theory and practice, learning 
many games and ways of working with communities in the process.  
 
The Lang funds allowed us to invite outside speakers who covered issues such as farm labor and 
immigration (Philadelphia attorney Art Read); the impact of border militarization and walls in 

undocumented crossings (Prof. Miguel Díaz Barriga of Pan 
American University in Texas through videoconference); 
solidarity with Central American immigrants traveling through 
Mexico on their way to the U.S. (Leonila Romero González, 
of “Las Patronas” through Witness for Peace); a cultural 
analysis of undocumented immigrants’ ways of fighting back 
discrimination and misunderstanding (Yale Prof. Alicia 
Schmidt Camacho, who donated her time). 
 

Students worked in a variety of places, and with different outcomes. In two venues the staff was 
frequently unable to respond to the needs of students for supervision and direction. In three other 
places, however, the students were very successful in working and learning with immigrants. The 
list of community centers and student assignments is enclosed. 
 
In addition to the history, politics, anthropology and sociology of immigration, the course 
included two novels: Arturo Islas’ The Rain God (1984) and Helena Viramontes Under the Feet 
of Jesus (1994). Beyond the social sciences, there were some magazine articles and agency 
reports among the readings. These texts, testimonies, and many videos, gave real-life content to 
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the more academic books and essays of the course. In addition, students felt invited to share from 
their own experience during many class discussions.  
 
Teams of three to four students presented many of the readings as Power Points before a class 
discussion. In the end, students wrote individual term papers on a variety of topics, but they also 
offered the class a “creative project” consisting of beautiful collages, original songs, original 
videos, and a collection of Time Magazine covers identifying Latinos as a menace in overt and 
covert ways over the years. The course received a very positive evaluation by 17 of 19 students, 
and a qualified good one from the other two. In my estimation, students could have received 1.5 
credits, given the amount of work they did. A team-taught course of this sort in the future would 
make more sense.  
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COMMUNITY‐BASED LEARNING COURSES 
 
The courses listed below have incorporated elements that connect students directly with local 
and global communities as part of the content of the course. The pedagogical approach called by 
some “engaged learning” and by some “community-based learning” is based on the premise that 
the most profound learning often comes from lived experience that is supported by guidance, 
context-providing, intellectual attention, knowledge derived from research, and connecting 
theory with practice.  
 
FALL 2012 
 
Education 014F. First-Year Seminar: Introduction to Education  This seminar will draw on 
materials from the disciplines of psychology, sociology, philosophy, history, and political 
science to address questions about American education. Topics are examined through readings, 
software, writing, discussion, and hands-on activity. Fieldwork is required. This course fulfills 
the prerequisite for further coursework in educational studies and provides an opportunity for 
students to explore their interests in educational policy, student learning, and teaching. 1 credit. 
 
Education 026. Special Education: Issues and Practice  (Cross-listed as PSYC 026) This 
course is designed to provide students with a critical overview of special education, including its 
history, the classification and description of exceptionalities, and its legal regulation. Major 
issues related to identification, assessment, educational and therapeutic interventions, 
psychosocial aspects, and inclusion are examined. Course includes a field placement. 1 credit. 
 
Education 042. Teaching Diverse Young Learners  This course explores the ways children 
learn in classrooms and construct meaning in their personal, community, and academic lives. The 
course is framed by theories of learning as transmissionist, constructivist, and participatory. 
Students will draw on ethnographies, research, their own learning histories, classroom 
observations, and positioning as novice learners to create optimal learning environments for 
diverse learners including but not limited to English-language learners, socioeconomically 
disadvantaged populations, culturally non-mainstream students, students with learning 
differences and disabilities, and students with socioemotional classifications. Fieldwork is 
required. 1 credit.  
 
Engineering 57/Economics 32. Operations Research This course introduces students to 
mathematical modeling and optimization to solve complex, multivariable problems such as those 
relating to efficient business and government operations, environmental pollution control, urban 
planning, and water, energy, and food resources. Includes a semester-long practicum called the 
Case Study Project.  Students have the opportunity to apply the modeling methods learned in the 
course to a real-world problem.  Usually, several students in the course choose to apply computer 
simulation and optimization models to significant problems in the local communities. 1 credit. 
 
Engineering 63. Water Quality and Pollution Control  Students will study elements of water 
quality management and treatment of wastewaters through laboratory and field measurements of 
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water quality indicators, analysis of wastewater treatment processes, sewage treatment plant 
design, computer modeling of the effects of waste discharge, storm water, and nonpoint pollution 
on natural waters, and environmental impact assessment. The lab section will include a 
significant community-based learning exercise during the second half of the semester called an 
Urban Water Quality Research Project which will involve monitoring and analysis of local 
watersheds and interaction with municipalities and watershed NGO’s to develop solutions to 
water quality problems in our impaired streams such as Crum Creek. 1 credit. 
 
Foreign Language Teaching and Pedagogy  (Cross-listed as EDUC 072, Arabic 13A; Chinese 
13A; French 12A; German 13A; Japanese 14A; Russian 12A; Spanish 12A) Students can serve 
the Swarthmore community by teaching a foreign language to local elementary school students 
in an after-school program that meets two times/week. Students must teach for the entire 6-week 
session, two days per week. 0.5 credit. 
 
Latin American Studies 080. Mexican Pennsylvania: the Making of a Transnational 
Community  In spite of the economic downturn and aggressive law enforcement, an 
unprecedented number of Mexican immigrants, documented and undocumented, are still at work 
in the United States. Why are they here? How are they perceived by the public? What are the 
legislative proposals to end or rationalize their migration? This interdisciplinary course looks for 
answers to these and other questions through films, readings, discussions, field trips, and a 
community service component. The course will be taught in English, but students must be able to 
speak Spanish as they work in the community. 1 credit. 
 
Peace and Conflict Studies 071B. Research Seminar: Strategy and Nonviolent Struggle 
(Cross-listed as SOAN 071B) The focus of this research seminar will be the development of a 
web-based database that will contain crucial information on campaigns for human rights, 
democracy, environmental sustainability, economic justice, national and ethnic identity, and 
peace. The Global Nonviolent Action Database will serve activists and scholars worldwide. The 
seminar will include research/writing methods and theories of the field. 1 credit.  
 
Political Science 019. Democratic Theory and Practice What is democracy, and what does it 
require? Students of this course read classic and recent texts in normative political theory and 
empirical political science-addressing what democracy should do and how well the U.S. is doing 
it augmented by a participatory component that requires several hours per week outside of class. 
Students engage with civic leaders and activists in the strikingly different communities of 
Swarthmore and Chester, and participate in a variety of community projects. The goal is to 
understand better the ways in which social, economic, educational and political resources can 
affect how citizens experience democracy. 1 credit. 
 
Political Science 043B. Environmental Justice: Theory and Action  Examines historical, 
political, and activist roots of the field of environmental justice. Using interdisciplinary 
approaches from political ecology, environmental science, history, geography, cultural studies, 
and social movement theory, we analyze diverse environmental justice struggles and community 
activism in contemporary environmental issues such as: air quality and health, toxic 
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contamination and reproductive issues, sustainable agriculture and food security, fossil energy-
coal, oil, hydro-fracking and livelihoods, climate change and climate justice. Course incorporates 
a community-based learning component. 1 credit. 
 
Political Science 112. Democratic Theory and Civic Engagement in America This course 
begins with the questions: What is democracy, and what does it require? In addition to 
theoretical questions, we will investigate one of the hottest debates in contemporary political 
science: whether political participation, social connectedness, and general cooperation have 
declined in the United States over the past half-century. We will consider the potential civic 
impact of economic and social marginalization in inner-city areas, the role of education in 
promoting civic engagement, the problem of civic and political disengagement among America’s 
youth, and the potential for the Internet and other communications technology to resuscitate 
democratic engagement among the citizenry. We will close by considering some lessons from 
successful community activists, politicians, and political mobilizers. 2 credits. 
 
Religion 001C. Religion and Terror in an Age of Hope and Fear   Religion kills: this is the 
verdict against religion since the September 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center. Since 
that time, here and abroad, the United States views many forms of religion as potent security 
threats. Various forms of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, in particular, are seen as direct 
challenges to the secular ethos and global mission of late capitalist societies. This team-taught 
course in religion, politics, and culture, will offer a counter-narrative to the argument that 
religion and violence are equivalent terms using the resources of postcolonial theory, critical race 
theory, sustainability economics, liberation theology, and psychoanalytic theory. Community-
based learning course. 1 credit. Eligible for ISLM or PEAC credit. 
 
SPRING 2013 
 
Chinese 090. Practicum in Bridging Swarthmore and Local Chinese Communities   
Students will engage in directed projects in local Chinese communities under the supervision of 
the instructor. The projects will concern tutoring and translation or other social services within 
the immigrant groups. Fieldwork will be tied to theoretical and applied academic learning and 
will forester intercultural understanding and intellectual growth. A final written project will be 
required for credit. Speakers of any Chinese language/dialects are particularly welcome, as are 
students of Chinese language and others who wish to develop their interest in this area. 1 credit. 
 
Education 014F. First-Year Seminar: Introduction to Education  This seminar will draw on 
materials from the disciplines of psychology, sociology, philosophy, history, and political 
science to address questions about American education. Topics are examined through readings, 
software, writing, discussion, and hands-on activity. Fieldwork is required. This course fulfills 
the prerequisite for further coursework in educational studies and provides an opportunity for 
students to explore their interests in educational policy, student learning, and teaching. 1 credit.  
 
Education 053. Language Minority Education  (Cross-listed as LING 053) This course 
examines the multifaceted issues facing English learners in U.S. schools. Course topics include 



Annual	Report	 FY	2012	‐	2013

 

42 

theories of second language acquisition and bilingualism, the history of bilingual education in the 
United States, educational language policies and the impact of the English-only movement, and 
practical approaches to teaching linguistic minority students. Course readings draw from relevant 
literature in sociolinguistics, language policy, language acquisition, educational anthropology, 
and language pedagogy. Through fieldwork and small group projects, students have the 
opportunity to explore issues particular to a language minority population of their choice. 1 
credit. 
 
Education 131. Social and Cultural Perspectives on Education In this seminar, students 
examine schools as institutions that both reflect and challenge existing social and cultural 
patterns of thought, behavior, and knowledge production. Seminar participants study and use 
qualitative methods of research and examine topics including the aims of schooling, 
parent/school/community interaction, schooling and identity development, and classroom and 
school restructuring. Students in this seminar do an action research project in conjunction with 
an educator or educational institution. 2 credits. 
 
English Literature 070L/Education 073. Creative Writing Outreach Where do arts, 
education and activism meet? In this course students will explore artistic affinities through 
creative writing activities and consider arts education and advocacy through diverse texts. 
Students will cultivate skills necessary to become Teaching Artists in imaginative writing at 
elementary level through coursework as well as through volunteer placement in local schools. 
Topics covered include: creative curriculum development and presentation, educational climate 
for grades K-5, and teaching pedagogy. 1 credit. 
 
Foreign Language Teaching and Pedagogy  (Cross-listed as EDUC 072, Arabic 13A; Chinese 
13A; French 12A; German 13A; Japanese 14A; Russian 12A; Spanish 12A) Students can serve 
the Swarthmore community by teaching a foreign language to local elementary school students 
in an after-school program that meets two times/week. Students must teach for the entire 6-week 
session, two days per week. During the evening pedagogy sessions held on campus, we will 
discuss writing weekly lesson plans, foreign language acquisition in children, teaching 
methodologies and approaches. We use a common goal-oriented curriculum among all the 
languages. Students must register for the language or educational studies course that they will be 
teaching and for a service time (A) M/W or (B) T/Th. 0.5 credit. 
 
Music 091. Introduction to Performing Arts Education: Music (Cross-listed as EDUC 071) 
How do we learn in the performing arts? This course explores a range of performing arts issues 
confronting educators in theory and practice. While the focus is music, we will also consider 
dance and theater with the help of guest lecturers. We will look at primary education in the 
United States, and we will also touch upon some of the ways music is taught to older students, as 
well as in other cultures. Students will draw upon their own experiences as teachers and learners. 
The course will culminate in a collaborative teaching project in which our class as a whole will 
develop and implement a program of performing arts instruction for children in partnership with 
an urban public school. While some prior study of music might be helpful, it is not a prerequisite. 
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This course is open to any student who has taken at least one course in either education or music. 
1 credit.  
 
Peace and Conflict Studies 071B. Research Seminar: Strategy and Nonviolent Struggle  
(Cross-listed as SOAN 071B) The focus of this research seminar will be the development of a 
web-based database that will contain crucial information on campaigns for human rights, 
democracy, environmental sustainability, economic justice, national and ethnic identity, and 
peace. The Global Nonviolent Action Database will serve activists and scholars worldwide. The 
seminar will include research/writing methods and theories of the field. Of interest will be 
strategic implications for today drawn both from theory as well as what the group learns from 
documented cases of wins and losses experienced by people's struggles. 1 credit.  
 
Peace and Conflict Studies 077. Peace Studies and Action Nothing is more predictable for 
today’s young people than conflict. It can be destructive or it can be creative; it can be revolting 
or it can be revolutionary; it can shut you down or it can transform you. This course will prepare 
students to engage in conflict, both intellectually and practically, providing them with the 
necessary skills. It will include texts from political science, sociology, ethnography, and 
psychology. It will include field experiences that nurture the courage and humility useful in 
conflicts. It will draw from the rapidly-growing field of nonviolent direct action. 1 credit. 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
   
Community partnerships provide the Swarthmore College community with opportunities for 
project collaborations, service sites, community-based learning, internship placements, as well as 
faculty research on community-related issues. Key to our success has been the various levels of 
engagement in the community. With the leadership of the Director for Community Partnerships 
and Planning and involvement of all staff, partnerships with nonprofit, community- and faith-
based organizations connect the campus to communities in and around Swarthmore, the City of 
Chester, and the Philadelphia region. 
 
CHESTER SWARTHMORE LEARNING INSTITUTE    
 
The Chester Swarthmore Learning Institute (CSLI) has been in existence for eight years and 
serves as the organizing entity for engaging faith-based organizations in the City of Chester. The 
Institute membership consists of the leaders of several churches which host Swarthmore students 
engaged in academic enrichment programs and related activities, and three members of the 
college community (The Lang Center’s Director of Community Partnerships & Planning, the 
College’s Religious Advisor for students, and a Professor in the Department of Religion).  The 
primary activity of this institute is a direct action project – working together to support and 
reform the primary and secondary educational systems in the Chester Upland School District 
(CUSD). During the 2012-2013 academic year, two members of CSLI serve on the Community 
Advisory Board of the CUSD.  Members continue to accompany students to several school board 
and City Council meetings addressing the state of emergency the Chester Upland School District 
is under.  
 
With the continued support of the Lang Center, the CSLI conducts a comprehensive orientation, 
Chester 101, to the City of Chester. The purpose of Chester 101 is to expose students, faculty 
and staff who will enter Chester as part of CBL courses or as community service volunteers to 
the diverse community issues that impact the lives of Chester residents. Chester 101 is an 
introduction to the people, the history and the journey that has shaped the city’s current reality. 
The program for many is the first opportunity to develop and build respectful relationships with 
those in the community. In FY 12-13, Chester 101 drew 65 students and faculty from 
Swarthmore College, seven from Widener University and two from Neumann University. 
 
COLLEGE ACCESS CENTER OF DELAWARE COUNTY (CACDC) 
 
The CACDC is the only facility of this type in Delaware County offering free programs and 
information to assist residents of the county who want to pursue higher education. CACDC is in 
the fourth year of operation and cumulatively has provided services to more than 5,000 
individuals. Cynthia Jetter of the Lang Center provides oversight of the CACDC staff and 
operations on behalf of the Chester Higher Education Council (CHEC) which sponsors the 
CACDC. The CACDC staff consists of two full-time employees, two part-time employees, with 
the support of an additional 62 people—including Swarthmore College students, faculty and 



Annual	Report	 FY	2012	‐	2013

 

46 

staff—who have volunteered their time over the year. The Lang Center was awarded for a 
second year a full-time Americorp Vista worker assigned to the CACDC for a one year period.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During 2012-2013 academic year approximately 1,000 persons received the following free 
services: 

 College Resource Center: On-site comprehensive resource library and two computer labs.  
SAT/ACT laboratory equipped with specialized resources for practice lessons and test 
examinations. 

 Information Sessions: Monthly workshops on a variety of related subjects 
 College Applications and related documents: Provide help filling out the college 

applications and managing the college application deadlines. 
 Peer Tutors/Counselors: Trained staff and volunteers provide clients with information to 

begin and follow-through with their educational goals. 
 Financial Assistance Advising: Financial aid workshops; FAFSA completion assistance, 

resource materials and scholarship applications to maximize financial aid opportunities. 
 Individualized Student Assistance: Tutors/Counselors provide academic course 

remediation in English, Math, and Science; SAT/ACT classes/test preparation; and 
College Prep related activities. 

 Writing Center 
 
Goals and Objectives Achieved  

 Established remedial SAT/ACT class/test preparation workshop 
 Expanded  Delaware County College Roundtable group to include University of 

Pennsylvania and PA Cyberschool 
 Convened committee consisting of institutional research officers from six member 

institutions to refine data collection processes to be able to demonstrate the impact of the 
efforts of the CACDC in terms of college attendance and college success.  

 Increased adult usage of the Center by 20%  
 Increased  number of student volunteers from Delaware County Community College by 

25% 

Chester Higher Education Council
 

Jerry Parker, President, Delaware County Community College (Chair) 
Michelle Vitalli, President Cheyney University (Vice Chair) 
Rosalie Mirenda, President Neumann University (Treasurer) 

Rebecca Chopp, President Swarthmore College 
Sophia Wisniewska, Chancellor Penn State University, Brandywine 

James Harris, President, Widener University 
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 Awarded second contract to provide career and college readiness programs for 50 high 
school student participants in the Blueprints program funded by the Office of Minority 
Health   

 Established Male Achievers program 
  

DARE TO SOAR (D2S) 
 
Dare 2 Soar is the largest and oldest tutoring program at Swarthmore College, and is the largest 
student-run group under the administration of the Lang Center for Civic and Social 
Responsibility. Through this program, Swarthmore students tutor and mentor K-12 students in 
Chester, PA at various sites, including: Chester East Side Ministries, Crozer Library, God’s 
House of Glory, and STEM Magnet & Chester High Schools. During the year, approximately 65 
Swarthmore students tutored and mentored roughly 125 children over the course of a combined 
total of 4,680 hours. 
 
LEARNING FOR LIFE (L4L)   
 
Learning for Life (L4L) is a voluntary reciprocal learning program comprised of student-staff 
partnerships. In this program, Swarthmore students and members of Dining Services and EVS 
staff form learning partnerships and explore various areas of common interest including cooking, 
writing poetry, digital storytelling, language learning, internet usage, guitar playing, and jazz 
history. L4L has been made possible with the support of many across campus and received 
critical support from the Human Resources Department, staff supervisors, senior staff, as well as 
the Lang Center for Civic and Social Responsibility. In total, there were 35 participants who 
engaged in reciprocal learning over the course of 420 hours at Swarthmore College. 
 
PROJECT BLUEPRINTS 
 
The U.S. Department of Human and Health Services Office of Minority Health awarded a grant 
to Swarthmore College’s Project Blueprints. This is the third grant awarded to the program by 
the agency. The Lang Center and Swarthmore’s Black Cultural Center have collaborated with 
The Chester-Crozer Wellness Center, Chester Upland School District, The College Access 
Center of Delaware County, and The Chester Youth Collaborative to implement the program. 
Project Blueprints engages at-risk minority youth from Chester, PA with opportunities for 
academic support, life skills training, personal development, cultural enrichment, and career 
exploration. The program provides after-school programming for more than 40 students who will 
be supported 8th through 12th grade. Ten Swarthmore College students serve as program 
facilitators and mentors. Faculty member Cheryl Walker-Jones has the lead responsibility for 
curriculum development and delivery.  
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SATURDAYS OF SERVICE   
 
Saturdays of Service is a program designed to facilitate student volunteering for short-term, one-
time projects. It is organized and publicized by two to three student coordinators, who are 
supervised by the Center’s Director of Community Partnerships & Planning. The 2012-2013 
coordinators were Liz Williams ‘13, Rachel Vogel ‘16, Olivia Edwards ’16 and Hope Brinn ’15. 
Sites of service included: 

 Philabundance Food Bank  
 Books through Bars  
 Cradles to Crayons  
 Making a Change Clothing Sale  
 Swarthmore Charity Fun Fair 

Students, faculty, and staff were further involved in neighboring communities via projects and 
activities described here below. 
 
STUDENT‐RUN EMERGENCY HOUSING UNIT OF PHILADELPHIA (SREHUP) 
 
SREHUP is a registered non-profit organization made up of students from Swarthmore, 
Villanova University, University of Pennsylvania, Temple University, and Delaware Community 
College that works on maintaining caring and safe shelter units where guests can be treated with 
dignity, trust, and respect.  The Swarthmore program is in the second year of operation and had 
recruited 15 volunteers who worked directly in the shelters weekly and an additional 20 who 
either donated meals or visited shelters on one or two occasions. SREHUP established a very 
strong partnership with the Swarthmore Christian Fellowship volunteers who visited weekly. The 
shelter descriptions follow here below: 
 

Name Details Address 
   
Arch Partners with the Foyer of Philadelphia.  

Accommodates 10 LGBT guests, ages 
18-24 years old, 5 months 

Arch Street Presbyterian Church 
1724 Arch Street  
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

LGBTQ Partners with Project H.O.M.E.  
Accommodates 30 males  

Arch Street United Methodist Church of 
Philadelphia 
Broad and Arch Streets 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
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TOWN & GOWN INITIATIVES 
 
The Lang Center continued support of the local A Better Chance (ABC) program by facilitating 
opportunities for Swarthmore students to tutor program participants. Collaboration continued 
with the Director of the Black Cultural Center to connect the ABC students with other students 
of color and to increase opportunities to be engaged in campus activities.  
 

CHILDREN & ADULT DISABILITY EDUCATIONAL SERVICES (CADES) 
Approximately 25 members of the student group, Global Neighbours, serve as volunteers 
to support CADES – a school for adults and youth with severe disabilities – art, gym, and 
general classrooms. This interaction has fostered a greater understanding of perspectives 
between college students and people with disabilities, raising awareness on campus about 
the unfair stigmatization of people with disabilities, and giving people at CADES support 
in knowing that others value their work and enjoy spending time in their community. 
This year, the group helped to revise and invigorate the art program to the delight of 
CADES staff. 
 
THE DEW DROP INN 
Students from the Rotaract Club meet monthly over lunch with Swarthmore residents at 
the senior center in the Swarthmore ‘ville called “The Dew Drop Inn.” Wide-ranging, 
intergenerational conversation is educating and community-building for all. 

 
TRASH 2 TREASURE (T2T) 
 
Trash 2 Treasure is a student-run annual yard sale featuring items donated by students at the end 
of the year. The sale reduces waste by keeping students’ unwanted items out of the dumpster: 
students donate, volunteers organize, and the community comes together to support our efforts in 
becoming more environmentally friendly. All profits from the sale went to the United Way of 
Southeastern Pennsylvania, which distributes the funds to non-profit organizations. Through this 
process, we build a greener community, encourage a lifestyle of reusing and recycling, and raise 
money for local community use. In spring 2013, 30 students and 12 faculty/staff provided a 
combined total of 2,725 hours of service. The sale raised $22,531.65. 
 
VOLUNTEER INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE (VITA)    
 
This program empowers low-income families to access the Earned Income Tax Credit without 
having to pay for tax preparation services. Volunteers helping families are trained in basic tax 
preparations, complete the IRS certification during winter break, and commit 3 hours per week 
of tax preparation. In the spring semester of 2013, 15 student volunteers from Swarthmore 
College provided 450 hours of service at various locations in Chester, Holmes, Darby Borough, 
and Upper Darby in Delaware County, Pennsylvania.  This year 2,864 forms were completed and 
$1,372,482 Earned Income Tax Credit benefits returned to the community, with the average tax 
credit being $1,581. Also this year, 166 recipients received $161,525 in education credits and 
653 recipients received $427,135 in child tax credits. 
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NEW PROJECT 
 
LET’S GET READY 
 
Let’s Get Ready is a registered non-profit organization which  provides low-income high school 
students with free SAT preparation, admissions counseling and other support services needed to 
gain admission to and graduate from college. Trained college student volunteers deliver these 
services and offer encouragement, inspiration and confidence. The program began at 
Swarthmore in the fall of 2012 and recruited 10 students to participate during the year. 
Swarthmore students received a detailed curriculum and training on how to teach the math or 
critical reading/writing section of the SAT, and to guide students through the complexity of the 
college admissions process. The recruitment of Swarthmore students created an opportunity to 
establish a new program at Upper Darby High School, Delaware County. Student participation 
fell into two categories: 
 

 2 program coordinators  
 8 coaches/ mentors committed to coaching one night a week, three hours  per night for a 

semester, as well as one hour of prep time per week 
 

The program supported 25 high school juniors and seniors who have qualifying financial need 
during the initial year of operation. The program will continue next year at the Upper Darby 
location. 
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STUDENT PROGRAMS & TRAINING 
 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION FOR STUDENTS WORKING WITH THE CENTER 
With the support and guidance of Lang Center staff, Swarthmore students received the following 
special awards. 
 
PROJECT PERICLES’ DEBATING FOR DEMOCRACY LEGISLATIVE HEARING WINNERS  
Amanda Epstein ’15 and Alexandra Willingham ‘15 
 
Amanda Epstein and Alexandra Willingham were selected as finalists for–and eventually won– 
the legislative hearing competition at the national Debating for Democracy Conference held at 
Eugene Lang College, The New School for Liberal Arts, in New York City in March 2013.  In 

their letter, “A Letter to State Senator Edwin B. Erickson (R-
PA) Concerning the Parental Notification Section of the 
Pennsylvania Abortion Control Act,” the pair urged Sen. 
Erickson to advocate in the Pennsylvania General Assembly 
for the repeal of the parental notification section of the 
Pennsylvania Abortion Control Act. To help prepare the team 
for the hearing, Executive Director of the Lang Center, Joy 
Charlton, Associate Director for Student Programs and Special 

Projects, Jennifer Magee, and Fellowships and Prizes Advisor, Melissa Mandos engaged 
Amanda and Alexandra in a mock legislative panel hearing. At the D4D National Conference, 
the team then made their case to a “legislative committee” and an audience of students, faculty, 
Project Pericles Board and National Advisory Board members as well as political, education, 
foundation, and community leaders.  The legislative committee that selected our winners 
included Thomas J. Downey, former U.S. Congressman (D-NY), Constance Berry Newman, 
former US Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs, Kurt L. Schmoke, former Mayor of 
Baltimore, MD, and Harris L. Wofford, for U.S. Senator (D-PA). The pair won $3,000 for their 
efforts to take their advocacy forward.  
 
DAVIS PROJECTS FOR PEACE GRANT RECIPIENT 
Nimesh Ghimire ‘15 
 
Through a competition on over 90 campuses, projects were selected for funding at $10,000 each. 
At Swarthmore College, Nimesh won the Davis Project for Peace award in support of a project 
he developed under the advisement of Lang Center Associate Director of Student Programs and 
Special Projects, Jennifer Magee. Davis Projects for Peace is an 
initiative for all students at the Davis United World College 
Scholars Program partner schools (of which Swarthmore College 
is one) to design grassroots projects for the summer of 2013 – 
anywhere in the world – which promote peace and address the root 
causes of conflict among parties. Davis Projects for Peace is 
funded by Kathryn W. Davis, a lifelong internationalist and 
philanthropist. Nimesh used the Davis Projects for Peace grant to direct and establish a wireless 
internet network and to run a week long ‘Peace Innovation Camp’ at Shree Gyanodaya Higher 
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Secondary School in Sahilitar, a rural village of Lamjung district in western Nepal. The wireless 
network project introduced a new world of technology to the village and the Peace Innovation 
Camp gave the students the creative freedom to design new, interesting projects to solve local 
peace-building challenges in their local communities. Both programs of the project strengthened 
the recently started Peace Innovation Lab (www.tinyurl.com/peaceinnovationlab) – Nepal’s first 
local peace innovation hub – as a resource hub to create, promote and sustain inclusive peace 
building efforts in Sahilitar village in Lamjung district. The project started at the beginning of 
June and concluded in August 2013. The work of the Peace Innovation Lab continues.  
 
NEWMANN CIVIC FELLOWS AWARD 
Patrick Ammerman ‘14  
 
The Newman Civic Fellows Award—given by the national organization for civic engagement, 
Campus Compact—honors inspiring college student leaders who have demonstrated an 

investment in finding solutions for challenges facing communities throughout the 
country. Patrick Ammerman has demonstrated leadership through his enduring 
commitment to environmental sustainability. A biology major with minors in 
English Literature and Environmental Studies, Patrick has integrated his 
academic program with environmental activism. His on-going work has created 
essential bridges for collaboration among various constituencies on and off 
campus. Patrick served as the Swarthmore Environmental Sustainability Liaison, 

taking the initiative to facilitate communication among the College’s seven student 
environmental groups by convening meetings of the student Ecosphere coalition, by preparing a 
weekly environmental newsletter called SwatEcosphere for the College community, and by 
serving as student liaison and administrative support to the College’s multi-constituent, campus-
wide Sustainability Committee. Patrick is the co-founder of SwatFrackAction, a student-run 
group dedicated to education and activism regarding hydraulic fracturing for natural gas; in that 
capacity he has worked to organize events such as inviting guest speakers to campus and helping 
to organize a trip bringing students to a front line community. Patrick has partnered off campus 
as well, serving as a summer intern and commercial/municipal team member for AFewSteps.org, 
a coalition of local community members committed to sustainability initiatives in the immediate 
geographic area. Through his relationship building, quiet leadership, organizational initiatives, 
and strong writing skills, Patrick serves as a vital resource for environmental awareness and 
justice.  
 
SWATTANK WINNER 
Jalisa Roberts ‘13 
 
SwatTank is Swarthmore’s first business-plan competition. Beyond just the competition, 

SwatTank was designed to be a learning experience, giving students 
the skills they need to take any idea from a thought, to a fully-
fledged business. SwatTank involved a series of webinars focused 
on all the ins and outs of starting a business: ideation, team-
building, financing, pitching, and managing a business once you 
start it. Based upon what she learned from a summer internship 
supported by the Lang Center through a Summer Social Action 
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Award and under the advisement of Swarthmore Foundation chair and Lang Center Assistant 
Director for Student Programs, Deborah Kardon-Brown, Jalisa Roberts ’13 (pictured center) won 
the competition with her project, The Cocoon, a non-profit venture with a goal of using dance to 
rebuild community in East New Orleans. The program goes beyond training dancers, providing 
access to leadership and educational mentoring for young people, helping them to grow into 
creative, informed, and dynamic leaders. Subsequently, The Cocoon received a substantial award 
from the Swarthmore Foundation to continue its good works. 
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TRAINING FOR STUDENTS PROVIDED BY THE LANG CENTER 
 
CHESTER 101 
 
The purpose of Chester 101 is to expose students, faculty, and staff who will enter Chester as 
part of community-based learning (CBL) courses, or as a community service volunteer, to the 
diverse issues that that impact the lives of Chester residents. Chester 101 is an introduction to the 
people, the history, and the journey that has shaped the City’s current reality. Presentation format 
includes panel discussion, videos, handouts, and tour.  This session is facilitated by members of 
the Swarthmore Chester Learning Institute.  Students of CBL courses with placements in 
Chester, students volunteering in the City, and any student with general interest have 
participated.  Sessions are conducted the first Saturday of each semester at a church in Chester. 
 
DEBATING FOR DEMOCRACY (D4D) ON THE ROAD 
 
“D4D on the Road” is an interactive workshop on political participation sponsored annually by 
Project Pericles. Hosted at Widener University this year, nine Swarthmore students learned about 
organizing and advocacy strategies, effective messaging, and how to build community 
relationships which help sustain effort to make positive changes in society. In 2012, the 
workshop was led by Christopher Kush and Kevin Schultze of Soapbox Consulting, a leading 
provider of training seminars, workshops, and lobby days for many national associations.  
 
EFFECTIVE GRANTSMANSHIP WORKSHOP 
 
For a seventh year, a comprehensive grant research and writing workshop was offered during the 
spring semester to all Lang Opportunity Scholars and the general student body. Taught by 
Margie DuBrow, Bryn Mawr College, and Andrea Taylor, Temple University, the content 
includes the basic principles of nonprofit fundraising practices; the methods used to conduct a 
community needs assessment; the steps required to identify and collect information within the 
organization that is needed for a successful proposal; the building blocks of writing a solid action 
plan before developing a grant proposal; techniques for researching and selecting appropriate 
foundations that might support the action plan; and how to develop the components of the grant 
proposals, prepare budgets, identify outcome measures, and write a grant narrative that “sells.”  
 
ORGANIZING SKILLS INSTITUTE 
 
This year’s Organizing Skills Institute, facilitated by Nico Amador, Daniel Hunter, and Jennie 
Miller of Training for Change, followed a different design than in the past years. The content of 
the Organizing Skills Institute included team types and strategies, using elicitive questions, 
meeting facilitation, introduction to anti-oppression work, roles in social change, strategy basics, 
working with group dynamics, movement action plan, working with allies. In previous years all 
participants were together during the three weekends of training. The revised design separated 
community members and students for the middle weekend so that both parties focused on 
different skills. The on-campus session provided an opportunity for six additional students who 
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were not enrolled in the OSI program to participate in some of the sessions. This training was 
open to all Swarthmore student applicants.  
 
TUTOR TRAINING 
 
Tutoring training has been conducted by professor of Educational Studies, Cheryl Walker-Jones. 
Angela McIver of the Math Foundations, LLC served as an outside consultant. Several of the 
supervisors of the tutoring sites, including two public school teachers, assisted with the training. 
Priority was given to volunteer student tutors and then a broader audience depending on space 
availability. The sessions were conducted periodically throughout the year as requested, training 
customized based upon the needs identified by the student organization. Trainings have included: 
developing a strong foundation for students who struggle with math and reading skills; 
developing flexible and creative curriculum and lesson plans; how to engage parents. Each 
student received a copy of the tutoring handbook as well as other tools and resources that may be 
of support. 
 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) offers training for volunteers in basic tax preparation, 
as well as the opportunity to prepare taxes for local families in Chester and Delaware County 
during tax season. VITA is sponsored by the Internal Revenue Service and is designed to 
encourage low-income families to access the Earned Income Tax Credit without having to pay 
for tax preparation services. VITA also helps families to avoid the predatory lending practices by 
some tax preparation companies. Delaware County Asset Development, a consortium of non-
profit organizations and institutes of higher education—including Swarthmore College and 
represented by Assistant Director of Student Programs, Deb Kardon-Brown—sponsors the 
training and supports the sites hosting the VITA program. 
 
WordCamp for Social Change 
 
The Lang Center, in collaboration with Swarthmore Information Technology Services, led 
“WordCamp for Social Change” for Swarthmore students. This training was most suitable for 
students who needed to start a blog for their cause, to build a digital community for their 
organization, or take their existing digital presence to the next level. Led by Eric Behrens (ITS) 
and Jim MacMillan (Lang Center), students were trained in the use of WordPress, the largest 
self-hosted blogging tool in the world.  
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SUMMER INTERNSHIP AWARDS 
 
The Swarthmore Foundation is a small philanthropic, multi-constituent funding body formed by 
Swarthmore College in 1987. The Foundation is supported by endowments and the generous 
gifts of individuals, foundations, and others – including the Eugene M. Lang Foundation. 
Funding decisions made by the Swarthmore Foundation Committee are administered by the 
Assistant Director of Student Programs, Deb Kardon-Brown.  
 
The Swarthmore Foundation funds students,  
staff and faculty of Swarthmore College in the  
areas of social action and community service  
through social action internships and grants for  
pilot projects.  
 
Summer internships were supported through: 

 Chester Community Fellowships (CCF)  
– ten week, full-time experiences in the  
city of Chester, PA, contextualized with  
a project in common and guest speakers  
from the community, awarded at $4,350;  

 Summer Internship Support (SIS)  
– budget based, covers only up to a  
maximum of $185 per week in living  
expenses for a maximum of 10 weeks;  

 Summer Social Action Awards (S2A2)  
– ten week, full-time experiences  
awarded at $4,350. 

Swarthmore Foundation pilot projects & 
seed funding grants include: 

 Project grants (budget-based, 
applicants must interview with the 
Committee);  

 Small grants of less than $400 in 
support of social action or fund-
raising loans (seed funding which is 
returned to the Foundation after a 
fund-raising activity). 

 
The following pages offer a summary of the  
students who received awards to carry out 
summer internships locally, nationally, or 
globally. 
 

SWARTHMORE FOUNDATION COMMITTEE

2012‐2013 
 

Academic Departments 
Harleigh Chwastyk, Physical Education  
Jane Gillham, Psychology 
Matt Murphy, Political Science 
 

Administration 
Karlene Burrell McRae, Black Cultural Center 
Marissa Deitch, Career Services 
Ken Dinitz, Development 
Celina De Léon, Communications 
Dierdre Konar, Development 
Patricia Martin, External Studies 
Erin Starzyk, Institutional Review Board 
 

Alumni 
Ecem Erseker ’11, Lang Scholar 
Jane James, ITS (ret.) 
Jane Mullins, Registrar (ret.) 
 

Lang Center 
Deb Kardon‐Brown, Chair 
Jennifer Magee 
 

Students 
Ariel Finegold ’13 
Hilary Hamilton ’12 
David Opoku ’12 
Riana Shah ’14 
Edward Zhang ’13 
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Patrick Ammerman ’14 
Summer Social Action Award 
People Acting Together in Howard (PATH) 
Columbia, MD 
 
Patrick worked with PATH, a group which 
works to organize congregations and 
community organizations to affect change 

for its members. 
Specifically, he supported a 
campaign to create green 
jobs enabled by regulations 
around storm-water runoff 
into the Chesapeake Bay, 
offering support directly on 
the campaign and also 

researching campaign opportunities. About 
his experience, Patrick says “All of the 
organizers I have been working with have 
been incredibly friendly and welcoming, but 
have also treated me as a peer in a way I 
have really appreciated. I am given a great 
deal of say over what my work entails, and 
am encouraged to go off on a limb and 
research anything I think could help PATH 
achieve their goals.” 
 
Alis Anasal ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
Cypress Hills Local Development Corporation 
Brooklyn, NY 

 
Cypress Hills is a non-profit community 
development organization which serves the 

Cypress Hills 
neighborhood in 
Brooklyn, New York. It 
offers youth and family 
services, housing 
preservation, and 
workforce development 
initiatives to the 
community. Alis oversaw 
the group’s Summer 

Youth Employment Program (SYEP), where 
she worked with students to do research on 

existing programs in neighborhood schools 
and evidence-based models. “The internship 
experience is going better than I could ever 
imagine. My genuine interest in the research 
I’m doing makes the day pass quickly. I 
hardly consider what I’m doing work. I feel 
like I’m exploring the ideas and issues I get 
so excited about in class back at 
Swarthmore.” 
 
Kate Aronoff 
Miller Internship for Environmental Preservation 
Responsible Endowments Coalition  
New York, NY 

 
Kate worked with the 
Responsible Endowments 
Coalition, which is 
working to divest funds 
from the fossil fuel 
industry. She served the 
Coalition by traveling to 

communities and working with local 
organizations to fight fossil fuel extraction, 
as well as to build relationships and 
resources.  
 
Alejandra Barajas ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
Reach Out 
Upland, CA (Los Angeles region) 

 
Alejandra worked with the Environmental 
Prevention program of Reach Out, which 

works to change 
attitudes and beliefs 
about substance use 
through community 
building, media and 
policy efforts. She 
helped to plan a 

health fair which Reach Out hosts each year, 
finding vendors, sponsors, and organizing 
planning meetings. Alejandra said “Working 
with these women during the Healthy Jurupa 
Meeting I was inspired to see that despite 
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the language barrier they expressed their 
sense of responsibility and need to be 
involved in their hometown. They were so 
engaged and wanted to be a part of the 
process. I am motivated and passionate 
about the work that goes on because of 
community members like them!” 
 
Rachel Berger ’16 
Summer Internship Support 
Legal Aid Society 
New York, NY 

 
The Legal Aid Society is one of the 
country’s oldest non-profits focused on 
providing legal services to those otherwise 
unable to afford it. As part of its intern 
investigator program, Rachel traveled across 
New York City, interviewing witnesses and 
documenting crimes including robberies and 
domestic violence. 
 
Sara Blazevic ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
Ecolieu de Vauz la Douce 
Rural France 

 
Ecolieu de Vauz la Douce is a French 
organization which works to promote 

permaculture and sustainable 
community supported 
agriculture. Sara served an 
agricultural community in rural 
France, researching and 

participating in a community centered on 
economically responsible agriculture.  
 
Nicholas Borkowski ‘14 
Summer Internship Support 
Cocoon Youth Empowerment Program 
New Orleans, LA 
 

Cocoon Youth Empowerment 
Program provides a safe space 
for youth to learn dance and 
leadership skills so that they can 

become informed leaders of their 
communities. Nicholas served as a teacher 
of dance classes, a peer mentor, and as 
support for developing the program’s 
leadership curriculum. 
 
Anjali Cadambi ‘14 
Summer Internship Support 
Not an Alternative 
Brooklyn, NY 

 
As an organization devoted 
to bringing attention to 
community activism, Not An 
Alternative works with both 
members of the art and 

activist communities to produce effective 
media that challenges mainstream media 
representations of marginalized issues. 
Anjali’s work included managing the 
group’s social network presence, producing 
content and helping prepare for the launch 
of a new website, and editing articles for 
publication. 
 
Corey Carmichael ‘14 
Summer Internship Support 
Habitat for Humanity and Kauapea Farms 
Kauai, Hawaii 

 
This summer, Corey served two 
organizations, Kaua’i Habitat for Humanity 

and Kauapea Farms. 
Kaua’i Habitat for 
Humanity works to 
provide housing for 
residents of Kauai, 
while Kauapea Farms 
engages in community 

supported agriculture, looking to improve 
food access on the island. She helped Kaua’i 
Habitat for Humanity with renovating a 
home that belongs to Native Hawaiians, and 
provided general assistance at Kauapea 
Farms. 
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Muriel Carpenter ‘16 
Summer Internship Support 
Christina Aborlleile Law Office 
Media, PA 
 
Christina Aborlleile is a lawyer whose main 
focus is immigration, providing legal 

assistance in immigration 
cases. Muriel’s work this 
summer encompassed 
offering general 
administrative support to the 
office, assisting with 

managing cases, handling contact with 
clients, as well as aiding in translation of 
documents for cases and attending hearings. 
 
Erin Ching ‘16 
Summer Internship Support 
Bike Works 
Seattle, WA 
 
Bike Works is a Seattle organization which 
encourages community engagement through 

teaching bike skills to the 
local community. Erin 
assisted with the group’s 
youth outreach programs, 
such as bicycle touring, 
drop-in hours and summer 
camps. She also learned 
about the group’s 

infrastructure, with the hope of being able to 
apply that knowledge to developing other 
bike programs, in particular, a bike share 
program on Swarthmore’s campus. 
 
Marlon Cooper ’14 
Gilmore Stott Award 
Chester Children’s Chorus 
Swarthmore, PA 

 
Marlon worked with the Chester Children’s 
Chorus, under the guidance of Director John 
Alston, Associate Professor of Music. The 
group provides music and educational 

programming for children 
in Chester, with an 
emphasis on gaining 
cultural capital. Marlon 
assisted classes for 12- and 
13-year-old chorus 
members, teaching music 
reading, outdoor sports, 
and math. 

 
Kate Crowley ‘16 
Summer Internship Support 
Swarthmore Fire and Protective Agency 
Swarthmore, PA 

 
The Swarthmore Fire and Protective 
Association is the provider of fire and 

protective services to the 
Borough of Swarthmore, 
and beyond. Kate worked at 
the fire station, assisting 
with emergency calls, 
maintaining the station and 
its equipment, entering data, 

and also ordering supplies as necessary. 
 
Ammar Dahodwala ’14 
Summer Social Action Award 
La Comunidad Hispana 
Kennett Square, PA 

 
Ammar interned with La Comunidad 
Hispana, a non-profit organization that 

offers health care, social and 
adult educational services to 
immigrant and low income 
residents. He worked on the 
organization’s patient-
specific pages, looking for 
resources to share with 

patients looking for information about health 
issues. He compiled a library of brochures 
on specific topics, and participating in mini-
health fairs held at the Mexican Consulate.  
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Anita Desai ‘16 
Summer Internship Support 
The Village Education Project  
Ecuador, Rural Highlands 

 
The Village Education Project, founded by a 
Swarthmore alumna, offers secondary 

school scholarships to 
students in Ecuador who 
otherwise would not be 
able to afford to attend 
secondary school, 
following a summer 
intensive to prepare them 
to attend. Anita taught the 

students about math, English and 
technology, developed lesson plans 
alongside other program participants, and at 
the end of the program assessed which 
students are prepared to move on to 
secondary school. 
 
Eve DiMagno ‘15 
Believe Social Action Award 
Early Childhood Development Center 
Matatirtha, Nepal   

 
Eve worked for the Early Childhood 
Development Center (ECDC) in Nepal 

which works with children of 
imprisoned parents to ensure 
that they have access to 
medical care and education. 
She taught students who live 
at the Center basic computer 

skills, English and mathematics, and assisted 
with other projects of the Center.  
 
Han Ding ’14 
Nason Community Service Fellowship 
ACLU of New Jersey 
Newark, NJ 
 
The ACLU of New Jersey works on civil 
rights and civil liberties issues within New 

Jersey. Han served as a Civil Liberties 
intern, screening requests from individuals 
and organizations, assisting complainants in 
resolving disputes,  providing information, 
referrals and suggestions to community 
members, conducting investigations and 

reviewing regulations and 
statutes. “My coursework 
in political science at 
Swarthmore has made me 
keenly aware of the issues 
that the ACLU-NJ 
handles. For example, 

when the DOMA decision came down and 
advocates around New Jersey began 
organizing the fight to legalize same-sex 
marriage in New Jersey, many of the 
readings I had read in my political science 
classes helped inform me about the history 
and trajectory of this issue.” 
 
Alden Dirks ‘16 
Summer Internship Support 
Pémon Health Organization 
Urimán, Venezuela 
 

Pémon Health Organization works to 
improve health, living conditions and 

education in Pémon 
indigenous communities in 
Venezuela. Alden helped to 
implement a program that 
encourages self-sufficient 
and sustainable living, 
working alongside local 

residents. 
 
Amanda Epstein ‘15 
Summer Internship Support 
Breakthrough Miami 
Miami, FL 
 
Breakthrough Miami works with low 
income students in the Miami area to 
adequately prepare them for high school by 
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offering summer courses and 
resources to further help them 
succeed. Amanda taught 
English to middle school 
students and developed her 
own lesson plans and 
curriculum under the 

guidance of experienced teachers. 
 
Zoeth Fleigenheimer ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
District Attorney’s Office 
Philadelphia, PA 

 
Zoeth served the Northwest Bureau of the 
Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office. 

There he assisted with trial 
preparation, reaching out to 
witnesses to remind them of 
court dates, assembling 
discovery packets for the 
defense counsel and the judge. 
In addition, he observed trials, 

violation of probation hearings and 
sentencing hearings, and offered feedback to 
attorneys during and after court proceedings.  
 
Katie Goldman ‘14 
Summer Internship Support 
Pig Iron Theatre Company 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Pig Iron Theatre Company is a Philadelphia 
theatre group started by Swarthmore alumni 

which incorporates 
international performance 
styles with works that 
examine social issues and 
challenge the status quo. 
Katie served as Assistant 
Production Manager, where 

she learned about all facets of the group’s 
organization, from managing administration 
and inventory to designing and constructing 
the set for the final performance of the 
group’s summer performance. 

Ben Goloff ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
Defenders of Wildlife  
Washington, D.C. 
 
Ben served Defenders of Wildlife, an 
organization which advocates for protecting 

wildlife and the natural world. 
There he worked on a 
research project concerned 
with renewable energy and 
wildlife policies. He also 
assisted with the group’s 
interfacing with members of 

Congress and monitoring of congressional 
affairs. About how his academic experience 
has helped him this summer, Ben has said 
“In my first week, to my surprise, I drew on 
skills I honed last summer during my 
biology research: working with Excel and 
creating the most effective graphics for 
portraying information to a general 
audience. Since then, I’ve also used the 
skills I learned last summer and throughout 
my courses in surfing the academic biology 
literature and extracting the most useful bits 
of information.” 
 
Christopher Gray ’14 
Summer Social Action Award 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

 
The Office of Presidential Correspondence 
handles correspondence with the American 
people on behalf of the president. 

Christopher supported the 
office by handling contact with 
members of the public while 
learning about the structure of 
the White House. “The OPC 
staff has carefully crafted a 

plethora of letters targeting popular issues 
such as abortion and gun control to less 
talked about concerns like space exploration 
and Native American issues. It is apparent 



Annual	Report	 FY	2012	‐	2013
 

63 

that all of the concerns of the American 
public are addressed with the highest level 
of concern regardless of the amount of 
media attention the issue receives.” 
 
Paul Green ‘16 
Summer Internship Support 
Nationalities Service Center 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

The Nationalities Service Center is an 
organization which offers social, educational 

and legal services to 
immigrants and refugees of 
the Greater Philadelphia 
Area. Paul worked as an 
intern in both their Education 
and Legal departments, 

offering administrative support, as well as 
learning the structure of the organization.  
 
Doree Greenfield ’15 
Chester Community Fellowship 
Chester Education Foundation 
Chester, PA 

 
Chester Education Foundation is an 
organization devoted to supporting 
education in the Chester Upland School 

District and community 
revitalization. Doree worked 
with the Reconnecting Youth 
(RY) program, an at-risk 
youth program which 
combines academic 
education and practical 

education. About the program, Doree says, 
“Between the past participants in RY and 
the new arrivals, I met many people—some 
were chatty, some were quiet, some were 
jokers. They were like my friends back in 
high school. I realized that circumstances 
certainly help shape people’s lives, but that 
people aren’t their circumstances. It’s one 
thing to know that intellectually, but another 
thing to truly understand that.” 

Ryan Greenlaw ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
Chicago Coalition for the Homeless 
Chicago, IL  

 
The Chicago Coalition for the Homeless 
advocates for public policy that curbs and 

hopes to end 
homelessness, by 
providing access to jobs, 
education and training. 
Ryan served the 
organization’s law project, 
in which lawyers work to 

help the homeless and others affected by 
homelessness receive proper legal support. 
“People at Swat talk a lot about privilege. 
Having a home has never been one of those 
privileges that I ever really gave serious 
thought about as it was always something 
that both I and those around me have had 
access to. Though I have and continue to see 
those in poverty, I have never really engaged 
with those who were not permanently 
housed. This definitely made me think about 
my current station in life and acknowledge 
that as a black man in an urban city, I too am 
privileged.” 
 
Patricia Gutierrez ’15 
Nason Community Service Fellowship 
New Sector Alliance / Ruth’s Table 
San Francisco, CA 

 
Patricia served Ruth’s Table through the 
New Sector Alliance. Ruth’s Table is a San 
Francisco community art center which 

engages with people of all 
generations to explore their 
creativity. Working there and 
with the New Sector Alliance, 
Patricia worked on 
community outreach and 
building new relationships 

with the goal of expanding Ruth’s Table’s 
offerings. About her summer she says, “I 
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find myself most productive when I am 
juggling multiple and varying tasks. Of 
course, I have also learned much about 
[how] art and exercise allows different 
people to come together in community when 
language is a barrier.” 
 
Sam Gutierrez ‘15 
Summer Internship Support 
Philadelphia Chinatown Development 
Corporation 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

The Philadelphia Chinatown Development 
Corporation works to develop and preserve 
Philadelphia Chinatown as a diverse and 
viable business and residential community. 
Sam offered general support to the 
organization, and worked on low-income 
housing and outreach programs. 
 
Christen Boas Hayes ‘16 
Summer Internship Support 
Learning Enterprises 
Phichit, Thailand 

 
Learning Enterprises is a global non-profit 
that works to expand horizons through 

English language courses 
taught by international 
volunteers. Christen served in 
Thailand this summer, where 
she taught English in Phichit, 
Thailand and worked directly 

for the program once her teaching period 
was completed. 
 
Abigail Henderson ‘14  
Summer Internship Support 
Clearwater Marine Aquarium 
Clearwater, FL 

 
The Clearwater Marine Aquarium is devoted 
to both rescue and rehabilitation of ocean 
life and educating the public about the issues 
confronting ocean conservation efforts and 

what can be done to protect 
our oceans. As an Education 
Intern, Abigail taught the 
public about marine animals, 
and marine conservation 
efforts by the aquarium and 
others. 

 
Abigail Holtzman ‘16 
Summer Internship Support 
First Person Arts 
Philadelphia, PA 

 
First Person Arts works to improve 
communities by offering opportunities for 

community members to 
integrate art into their lives 
as a way of helping 
themselves as well as to 
benefit the community at 
large. Abigail was a 
Workshop Assistant to the 

organization’s Applied Storytelling 
Program, which works with at-risk groups to 
offer storytelling as a component of their 
healing process, learning to cope through the 
connection and vulnerability that personal 
storytelling can provide. 
 
Jennifer Hu ‘14 
Summer Internship Support 
Pennsylvania Department of Health 
Harrisburg, PA 
 
The Pennsylvania Department of Health’s 

job is to promote health and 
access to health care across the 
Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. As part of this 
goal, Jennifer served with the 
department’s Arthritis 

Program, a joint effort between the 
department and numerous arthritis 
foundations, where she developed media and 
researched information for a new campaign 
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emphasizing physical exercise as a way to 
reduce arthritis pain. 
 
Joan Huang ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
Attic Youth Center 
Philadelphia, PA 

 
The Attic Youth Center is a youth center 
which works with LGBTQ youth to provide 

them with programming and 
services. Joan managed data 
entry, and worked with the 
facilitator of the morning 
youth group both to facilitate 
and to develop a curriculum 
centered around personal 

development as well as how students fit into 
larger systems of power. She writes, “My 
second week here, I attended a training on 
trauma-informed models of care. I wanted to 
intern at the Attic to do more contextually 
and communally embedded work with queer 
youths, and that training helped me 
understand how embedded people’s lives are 
and how much sustained time and effort is 
required to undo years of hurt. People 
cannot and should not just be ‘fixed’; they 
require the correct circumstances to grow 
and develop for themselves. 
 
Akure Imes ‘14 
Summer Internship Support 
Urban Educators Leadership Internship Program 
Washington, D.C. 
 
The Urban Educators Leadership Internship 
Program is a ten week internship in which 

college students work alongside 
education professionals to 
develop solutions to educational 
issues faced by the school 
district. Akure looks forward to 
bringing the skills and 

understanding that she gained there back to 
her work with youth in the Chester-Upland 
School District. 
 
Andrea Jacome ’14 
Nason Community Service Fellowship 
Make the Road 
New York, NY 

 
Make the Road is a New York organization 
which works in Latino and working class 

communities to build 
coalitions capable of 
ensuring that 
community members 
achieve their deserved 
dignity and justice. 
Andrea served with the 

health team at Make the Road, which works 
with a coalition of organizations within New 
York City to reduce tobacco and underage 
alcohol use, and to promote healthy food 
options and active living. She says, “More 
than anything, this work has opened up new 
avenues of academic inquiry. Given the 
principal focus of the grant is interested in 
shaping the environment of the neighbor-
hood to promote healthy lifestyles, I’ve 
grown more interested in city development, 
architecture, and small business develop-
ment. This experience has shown me 
interesting concrete practices where I can 
integrate my study in history and art history 
to promote structural change. And I hope to 
take classes next semester in such areas.” 
 
Kiera James ’15 
Nason Community Service Fellowship 
Maternal and Child Health Consortium 
Kennett Square, PA 

 
The Kennett Square Family 
Center of the Maternal and 
Child Health Consortium 
serves families in South 
Chester County, teaching 
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parents about early childhood development 
and activities to do with their children to 
stimulate intellectual growth. Kiera served 
as an administrative assistant to the center, 
receiving and organizing donations, 
assisting with incoming referrals, and 
helping distribute information and resources 
within the center. She writes, “The 
awareness and realizations that accompany 
my work the children are hard, but 
incredibly powerful.  While I spend hours at 
the Center during the program with the 
children, I have also visited each of the 
children at their homes and met their 
families. These experiences have really 
enabled me to understand each of the 
children’s the unique backgrounds and 
consequently shape my teaching style so that 
I can help the children to the best of my 
ability.” 
 
Brian Kaissi ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
Philadelphia Youth Organization  
Philadelphia, PA 

 
The Philadelphia Youth Organization helps 
youth to develop both academically and 

athletically, by offering both 
educational and athletic 
opportunities. Brian assisted 
baseball instruction for over 
200 children who participated 
in the program. He also 

helped plan events and market the program. 
About his experience, Brian says, 
“Ultimately, my experience has been unique 
in that I have used my baseball skills and 
knowledge to give physical assistance, all 
the while working as a representative of the 
organization on the inside in event planning 
and organization promotion.  Thus far I am 
tremendously pleased at the relationships I 
have made with these children.  They look 
up to me as an older athlete and friend, and I 
do all that is in my power to aid these great 

kids as they approach some challenging 
years in their lives with regards to athletics, 
academics, and social scenarios.” 
 
Erica Kouka ‘15 
Summer Internship Support 
United Planning Organization, Freedom Schools  
Washington, D.C. 

 
The Freedom Schools program of the United 
Planning Organization works to improve 

circumstances in DC Metro 
schools by providing 
opportunities for youth to 
develop interest in reading, 
and to take summer field 
trips. Erica served as a teacher 
for the program, facilitating 

classroom activities and cultural enrichment, 
while following a model curriculum which 
emphasizes civic and social engagement. 
 
Alison Koziol ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
Homelessness Prevention Initiative 
Larimer County, CO 

 
The Homelessness Prevention Initiative 
provides rental assistance to members of 
Larimer County, CO. While there, Alison 
assisted with data collection and entry, 
development of a volunteer training event, 
and the recruitment of new volunteers at 
various community events.  
 
Thomas Laux ‘14 
Summer Internship Support 
The Carter Center 
Atlanta, GA 
 
The Carter Center is a non-profit 
organization working to ensure that human 

rights are enforced and 
to alleviate human 
suffering. Thomas’s 
work at their Mental 
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Health Program was focused in Georgia, 
where he worked to improve prevention and 
treatment of mental illness, as well as reduce 
stigma and discrimination directed towards 
those with mental illness.  
 
Abigail Lauder ‘15 
Summer Internship Support 
Bhoruka Charitable Trust 
Rajasthan, India 
 

Abigail served the Bhoruka Charitable 
Trust, which implements integrated 

development plans in the 
Churu district, including 
health, education, sanitation 
and natural resource 
management programs. She 
helped with the 

implementation of Aarti Rao’s Lang Project, 
specifically by helping with administering 
surveys, making field visits, and collecting 
data. 
 
John (Tripp) Lenahan ’15 
Class of 1961 Fund for the Arts & Social Change 
Mighty Writers 
Philadelphia, PA 

 
Mighty Writers is a non-profit organization 
which works with students to build thinking 

and writing skills, with the 
goal of giving them the 
ability to write with clarity 
so that they can achieve 
success academically, at 
work, and in their lives. 
John’s time with the 

organization was spent helping with the end 
of the year Mighty Writers Academy, 
collecting student work and generating 
evaluation data from the students and their 
families, and also working directly with the 
students in the program. He reflects, “I’ll 
say this: This has been the most amazing 
summer of my life. I can’t believe all that 

I’ve learned. From the Katelyn, a 2nd grader 
who taught me the Ninja Game, to Shanyah 
who helped me understand what it’s like to 
be raised by a single mother in a tough 
neighborhood, to Ian who snuck up and 
tapped me on the shoulder as I was writing 
this sentence… Every single child has taught 
me something.” 
 
Dana Leonard ‘16 
Summer Internship Support 
The Village Education Project 
Rural Ecuador 
 
The Village Education Project, founded by a 
Swarthmore alumna, offers secondary 

school scholarships to students 
in Ecuador who otherwise 
would not be able to afford to 
attend secondary school, 
following a summer intensive 
to prepare them to attend. 

Dana taught the students math, English and 
technology, developed lesson plans 
alongside other program participants, and at 
the end of the program, assessed which 
students were prepared to move on to 
secondary school. 
 
Emily Lipner ‘15 
Summer Internship Support 
Center for Obesity Research and Education at 
Temple University School of Medicine 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
The Center for Obesity Research and 
Education at Temple University School of 

Medicine works to research 
the causes and potential 
solutions of obesity. Emily’s 
role there was as a research 
assistant for Project SLEEP, 
which is studying the amount 
of sleep that mothers have 

after pregnancy and the changes in their 
weight. 
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Lucia Luna‐Victoria ‘15 
Summer Internship Support 
Women’s Medical Fund and the Nia Center 
Philadelphia and Chester, PA 
 
The Women’s Medical Fund is a 
Philadelphia organization which provides 

women from low 
economic 
backgrounds with 
access to 
reproductive health 
care and advocates 
for women’s 

reproductive rights. While there, Lucia 
assisted with administrative tasks, and met 
with women to determine what aid the 
center could provide them. At the Nia 
Center, which is a Chester organization 
dedicated to cultural enrichment and 
community development, she worked with 
its summer camp program, doing art projects 
with children, teaching them about the value 
of culture and education. Concerning her 
work at the WMF she says, “One of the 
skills that I am utilizing most and that has 
definitely improved is the ability to listen 
and interpret a woman’s situation in a way 
that I can serve as a resource. During a shift 
there are several times when you get a call 
about a special circumstance and as an 
access counselor I have to provide her with 
information, whether they be hotlines for 
domestic abuse or one where she can just 
explore all of her options if she is still 
unsure. I do not just provide funds for 
women but my role is to be a resource and 
promote the equal access mission by 
providing information and options. Every 
case is unique and I’ve been striving to do 
my best with each woman.” 
 
 
 
 
 

Pendle Marshall‐Hallmark ’14 
Nason Community Service Fellowship 
Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center 
El Paso, TX 

 
Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center 
provides legal representation to those who 

cannot otherwise afford it. 
It most often works with 
low-income immigrants, 
and is certified by the 
Board of Immigration 
Appeals. Pendle assisted 
with case management, 
researching, preparing and 

closing cases, as well as organizing 
resources for clients and maintaining contact 
with them.  
 
Michele Martinez Gugerli 
Summer Internship Support 
Hollings Center for International Dialogue and 
American Academy of Diplomacy 
Washington, D.C. 

 
The Hollings Center for International 
Dialogue is a congressionally-funded think 

tank that encourages 
dialogue between Western 
and Middle Eastern scholars, 
with the goal of developing 
collaborative solutions. The 
American Academy of 

Diplomacy works to increase the efforts of 
American Diplomacy throughout the world, 
by increasing dialogue and fostering a global 
community which works to solve conflict 
through diplomacy. At both sites, Michele 
worked to plan dialogues and discussions 
that took place under the direction of each 
center, researched world events and issues, 
and made policy recommendations. 
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Yamilet Medina ‘14 
Summer Internship Support 
Law Offices of Carlos A. Cruz & Associates 
Santa Ana, CA 
 
The Law Offices of Carlos A. Cruz & 
Associates is a law firm of southern 

California which engages 
primarily in immigration law, 
working with immigrants and 
refugees to resolve issues 
concerning their legal status. 
Yamilet’s work consisted of 
researching, writing, and 

preparing court filings, interacting with 
clients, and completing other tasks necessary 
for the office to successfully represent 
clients. 
 
Maria Mejia ‘15 
Summer Internship Support 
City University of New York Dominican Studies 
Institute 
New York, NY 
 

Founded to provide a world-class academic 
institution capable of documenting and 

preserving Dominican history, 
the City University of New 
York Dominican Studies 
Institute provides a valuable 
service to Dominican 
descendants in the United 
States. Maria worked at the 

Institute with historian and activist Anthony 
Stevens Acevedo on The First Blacks in the 
Americas research project and educational 
website, assisting with the research 
necessary to carry out the project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dilcia Mercedes ‘15 
Summer Internship Support 
FIERCE 
New York, NY 

 
FIERCE is devoted to developing LGBTQ 
youth of color as community leaders. 

Dilcia’s service this summer 
was primarily administrative, 
offering support with day-to-
day office tasks. Dilcia also 
offered support to various 
programs of the center as 
needed. About being a 
member of the organization, 

Dilcia says “I feel like I am both an insider 
and outsider. I was a part of FIERCE when I 
was in high school, but some distance has 
made me feel like an outsider because I 
don’t know everyone there. Still, I do have 
friends there and know a little of the history 
of the organization and the staff which 
makes me feel like an insider. I feel like 
regardless of where I stand, because 
FIERCE is so intent on being a safe space, I 
feel good serving this organization and I 
have had a good time while working with 
them.” 
 
A’Dorian Murray‐Thomas ‘16 
Summer Internship Support 
iReform Education 
Newark, NJ 
 
iReform Education is a Newark, New Jersey 
centered non-profit which works with the 
community to mobilize residents and 
community stakeholders to improve Newark 

student outcomes. 
A’Dorian served as a 
Community Development 
intern; she worked with 
members of the 
organization and 
community partners to plan 

actions to further the organization’s goals, 
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assisted with special events held through the 
summer, and recruited and co-directed the 
five week SAT and Self-Empowerment 
Program (SSEP). 
 
Angela Oh ’15 
Chester Community Fellowship 
Nia Center 
Chester, PA 

 
The Nia Center offers cultural workshops, 
classes, and activities to Chester residents, 
with an emphasis on community building. 

Angela served the Center this 
summer, by helping to plan 
and run the Center’s summer 
youth programs. She says, 
“Perhaps the most surprising 
aspect of Chester is the 

smallness and sense of community I feel 
with the people I interact with. Almost all 
the parents seem to have known each other 
beforehand. Many times, they have each 
other pick up their kids. Some of our 
volunteers are parents and have such a 
network that they can ask for favors very 
easily. I used to be alarmed when random 
cars passing by would honk at each other. 
Now, I enjoy seeing people honk and yell 
their hellos as they are driving past.” 
 
Daniel Orr ‘16 
Summer Internship Support 
Navajo Language Academy, Inc. 
Tsaile, AZ 
 
The Navajo Language Academy (NLA) is a 
three-week long conference that brings 

together linguists and 
Navajo speakers/educators 
to advance the knowledge 
and pedagogy of the Navajo 
language. Daniel attended 
the conference this summer, 
assisted instructors with 

preparations for class, and helped to find 
funding for NLA activities. 
 
Olivia Ortiz ‘16 
Summer Internship Support 
Environment Georgia 
Decatur, GA 
 
Environment Georgia is a Georgia non-

profit that works to clean 
Georgia’s air and water, as well 
as preserve its green spaces, 
through implementing policy 
solutions. Olivia’s work this 
summer included doing 

research, working with the media and the 
public, as well as lobbying decision makers. 
 
Paloma Perez ‘14 
Summer Internship Support 
Texas Civil Rights Project 
Austin, TX 
 

The Texas Civil Rights Project advances the 
racial, social, and economic equality of 

low/moderate-income Texans 
by providing them with legal, 
social and educational 
services. Paloma served the 
Prisoners’ Rights Program and 
examined official documents 
of a case before making a 

recommendation to the director of the 
program on the merits of a case. 
 
Aarthi Reddy ‘14 
Summer Internship Support 
Swarthmore Fire and Protective Agency 
Swarthmore, PA 

 
The Swarthmore Fire and 
Protective Association is the 
provider of fire and protective 
services to the Borough of 
Swarthmore. Aarthi worked at 
the fire station, assisting with 
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emergency phone calls, maintaining the 
station and its equipment, entering data, and 
ordering supplies as necessary. 
 
Laura Rigell ’15 
Nason Community Service Fellowship 
Coal River Mountain Watch 
Whitesville, WV 

 
The Coal River Mountain Watch works in 
southern West Virginia to organize 
communities to protect themselves from 

irresponsible coal mining 
practices, as well as 
pressure regulatory 
agencies to properly 
protect communities. 
Laura worked with both 
local landowners and local 
organizations alongside 

lawyers to draft a conservation easement 
template which will allow a landowner to 
grant an easement to a trust to prevent 
resource extraction on the land in the future. 
About how her experience has influenced 
her, she says, “I have learned that the local 
opposition to mountaintop removal is 
generally grateful for the activists who come 
from afar to support this work.  I have also 
become more defensive of non-violence as a 
strategic tactic, in the face of the strong pro-
gun sentiments that dominate here.  My 
experiences this summer have led me to 
value legal expertise.  I am inclined to take 
more classes in politics and to consider 
applying to law school.” 
 
Ali Roseberry‐Polier ’14 
Nason Community Service Fellowship 
Waging Nonviolence 
New York, NY 

 
Waging Nonviolence provides original news 
and analysis about struggles for justice and 
peace around the globe. The organization 
brings these stories to light with the hope of 

giving those participating in nonviolent 
social action an opportunity to learn from 
each other. Ali’s service at the center 

included general content 
development (getting 
coverage for writers by 
contacting editors at other 
news organizations), as well 
as working with 
environmental activists to 

write original stories for the site. She also 
worked with organizers in the New York 
area to run monthly events. She says, “My 
last two blog posts have been about my 
experience at Global Power Shift (GPS) [in 
Istanbul] and what social justice movements 
look like. I have felt like this reflected a lot 
of my coursework, because I have taken so 
many classes on social movements and 
organizing at Swarthmore. It was exciting to 
put my learning into practice at GPS, and I 
felt like I could be a more informed 
participant there because of my academic 
background in thinking about coalitions, 
social movements, and solidarity organizing. 
In my blog posts, I put a lot of my 
experiences into writing. In some ways, 
having the academic background that I had 
made the writing more challenging, because 
I kept challenging my own ideas and making 
counterarguments in my head, but it was 
also a really good way for me to write out 
the analysis that I had of my experiences, an 
analysis that was heavily shaped by my 
coursework at Swarthmore as well as my 
organizing here, with Swarthmore Mountain 
Justice, the Intercultural Center, and less 
formal groups.” 
 
Emma Sindelar ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
International Rescue Committee 
Salt Lake City, UT 

 
The International Rescue Committee works 
both in the U.S. and around the world to 
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respond to humanitarian crises, offering 
support to those affected, helping them 

rebuild their communities and 
lives. Emma worked at the 
group’s Salt Lake City office, 
working with volunteers, 
organizing lesson plans, 
leading youth program groups 

and maintaining information on the office’s 
programs. 
 
Sabrina Singh ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
Amnesty International 
New York, NY 

 
Sabrina served as a media relations intern 
for Amnesty International. She handled 

media requests, 
developed lists of 
journalists, proofed 
and posted press 
releases, and 
maintained the 
office’s call log. 
About bridging her 
education and her 

experience, she says “Our coursework at 
Swarthmore teaches us to be critical 
thinkers. That is great and a very useful 
skill, but sometimes it is important not to be 
that critical. My work here at Amnesty, 
especially on Guantanamo Bay, torture, 
solitary confinement, and the racial factor in 
the death penalty in the US has made me 
more acutely aware of the way politicians, 
legislatures and government works. I can 
certainly use my experience to reflect back 
on my international relations class.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nathan Siegel ‘15 
Summer Internship Support 
Clean Water Action 
Pittsburgh, PA  
 

Clean Water Action is an organization 
devoted to preventing water pollution and 
ensuring access to clean, safe water. Serving 

at their Pittsburgh office, 
Nathan worked to establish a 
community response to the 
harmful effects that fracking 
has had in the rural 
community of Beaver 
County. He worked with the 
residents and performed 
tests at contaminated sites. 

He says, “A Sociology/Anthropology course 
I took in Spring 2012—Walmart Nation—
has definitely shaped the way I approach the 
impact fracking is having on PA. In that 
course, we explored the massive power that 
corporations wield over individual 
people…Huge corporations’ ability to 
influence the government has allowed them 
to expand their operations with minimal 
regulation, while at the same time silencing 
the voices of Pennsylvanians. My 
interdisciplinary coursework at Swarthmore 
has also helped me to see that fracking is not 
simply an “environmental issue” but truly a 
political, environmental, economic, and 
social issue—it can only be understood if 
viewed through an interdisciplinary lens.” 
 
Emma Sipperly ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
Cultivating Community 
Portland, ME 

 
Emma worked at Cultivating 
Community, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to 
building community through 
increasing use of sustainable 
food practices and 



Annual	Report	 FY	2012	‐	2013
 

73 

community-supported agriculture. She 
served at Cultivating Community’s Turkey 
Hill Farm as well as school gardens, 
maintaining the gardens and working 
alongside high school students. In addition, 
she engaged in community outreach, doing 
food demos at a farm stand and hosting 
weekly fundraising dinners. “I have been 
working in the gardens a lot, so my 
familiarity with many plants, both flower 
and vegetable, have been very important. I 
am doing a lot of problem solving, mostly 
through research or talking to other people 
so the fact that I am in my home town, while 
not a skill, has been really helpful. 
Networking is such a huge part of the non-
profit community, because we rely heavily 
on donations, so being in touch with the 
farms I used to work on and being put in 
contact with other people in the farming 
community in Portland through the people 
already established at Cultivating 
Community has been crucial.” 
 
Kassandra Sparks ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
Clinton Foundation 
New York, NY 

 
The Clinton Foundation works to improve 
health and economies around the world 

while protecting the 
environment by working 
with businesses, 
governments, 
nongovernmental 
organizations and citizens. 
Kassandra served the 
Clinton Global Initiative 

University, which works to engage young 
leaders in discussing and developing 
collaborative solutions to global issues. 
“Overall my position…has been amazing. 
The entire program is designed so that 
interns learn. I have run my own program. I 
am hosting my own trainings. I am editing 

summaries of past commitments. And I have 
partaken in brainstorming discussion with 
other team members. Clearly I do not have 
the types of responsibilities most interns 
have. Though I am not a staff member, and 
the team will often discuss important matters 
before including me and other interns in the 
dialogue, for the most part I am treated like 
a valuable member of the team. This 
motivates me to work harder and get as 
close to ‘staff member’ as possible.” 
 
Paige Stover ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
Bhoruka Charitable Trust 
Rajasthan, India 

 
Paige served the Bhoruka Charitable Trust, 

which implements 
integrated development 
plans in the Churu district, 
including health, education, 
sanitation and natural 
resource management 
programs. Specifically, she 
helped implement Aarti 

Rao’s Lang Project, helping with 
administering surveys, making field visits, 
and collecting data. “The skills I have used 
most often are still listening, thinking 
critically, and asking questions for 
clarification whenever I need it. In using 
these skills, I have been able to 
tremendously enhance my learning 
experience. I have tapped into the enormous 
knowledge base that all of the people I 
interact with possess, from village women 
and children to top government health 
officials and doctors and nurses. My ability 
to listen and process quickly has been 
invaluable during my time in India so far. It 
has even helped me to pick up a significant 
amount of Hindi, which is helpful, because 
every day I am able to understand more and 
more of what people are saying around me, 
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requiring me to rely less on a translator for 
personal communications.” 
 
Stephanie Styles ‘14 
Summer Internship Support 
U.S. District Tax Court, Office of Judge Maurice 
Foley 
Washington, D.C. 

 
The U.S. District Tax Court handles cases 

concerning individual and 
corporate tax law. Serving 
with Swarthmore Alumnus 
Judge Maurice Foley, 
Stephanie helped handle the 
case load and learned about 
how the tax code affects 

individuals and corporations differently. 
 
Ruth Talbot ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
Rising International and Survivor’s Healing 
Center 
Santa Cruz, CA 

 
Ruth served at two locations this summer, 
Rising International and Survivor’s Healing 

Center. At Rising 
International, she 
developed a curriculum 
for faculty sponsors of 
their high school groups, 
to advance the 
organization’s goal of 
providing opportunities 

for women from the world’s poorest areas to 
gain income through selling their crafts in 
the United States. At the Survivor’s Healing 
Center, Ruth provided administrative 
support and worked with clients, providing 
them with information and referrals as well 
as giving presentations to community 
members. As she notes, this has influenced 
how she thinks of privilege: “Here at 
Swarthmore, we talk a lot about race, 
sexuality, and class…which makes complete 

sense. Those are vital parts of privilege.  
However, I’m also coming to understand 
another type of privilege, one that is less 
discussed and one I have in abundance: the 
privilege of a supporting, loving home. After 
working at Survivors and Rising, I’ve 
decided that that is one of the most 
important privileges in terms of one’s 
success and ability to lead a healthy, happy 
life.” 
 
Mayra Tenorio ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
Las Libres 
Guanajuato, Mexico 

 
Las Libres is an organization in Guanajuato, 
Mexico which works to advance women’s 

rights, including working 
to prevent violence against 
women. Mayra served 
there this summer by 
helping to research 
violence against women in 
Guanajuato, tracking cases 

of sexual assault reported media, updating 
the organization’s website including 
translations and also offering support with 
educational workshops. “I really enjoyed 
learning about [the women] and towards the 
end of the workshop see them talk among 
themselves and begin coming up with ways 
to create change in their homes and the place 
they live.”  
 
Treasure Tinsley ‘15 
Summer Internship Support 
Kimbell Art Museum 
Fort Worth, TX 
 

The Kimbell Art Museum 
works to further art both 
by having a high quality 
museum but by also 
offering public education 
opportunities. Treasure 
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worked for the Education Department of the 
Kimbell Museum, assisting with organizing 
and running programs, such as storybook 
sessions for small children, lessons for local 
teachers, and a large festival which features 
art-making, lectures and other activities. 
 
Mackenzie Welch ‘14 
Summer Internship Support 
La Frente de Defensa de la Amazonia 
Quinto, Ecuador 

 
The Amazon Defense Coalition (La Frente 
de Defensa de la Amazonia) is an 

organization that fought to 
obtain a ruling of $19 
billion against Chevron in 
the Ecuadorian Supreme 
Court for over 30 million 
gallons of crude oil and 
waste water that Chevron 
dumped into the Amazon. 

Mackenzie worked with the legal team to 
extend their success and with other 
communities to gain similar victories 
elsewhere.  
 
Shelly Wen ’14 
Summer Social Action Award 
Zinn Education Project 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Shelly worked this summer with the Zinn 
Education Project (ZEP), which promotes 

the use of Howard Zinn’s 
book A People’s History 
of the United States. This 
story provides a nuanced 
view of the history of the 
U.S., emphasizing the 
roles of people’s 

movements throughout. While there, she 
served as a curriculum assistant, helping 
build the organization’s online materials, 
and served as a public representative, 
attending forums and events on behalf of the 

Project and collected research data about the 
use of the Project’s educational materials. 
She has found that her Swarthmore 
experience has greatly informed her work 
this summer: “Each time I have visited a 
school or reviewed a book or curriculum, I 
have been able to use the lenses of Ethnic 
Studies and radical, progressive education 
that I have learned at Swarthmore. I 
understand the tenets of Ethnic Studies to be 
a decentering the European and white-
dominated history to put narratives of people 
of color at the forefront, critical engagement 
with how history represents communities, an 
accurate representation of activism and 
resistance against systems of white 
supremacy. I use these to evaluate if the 
curriculum is radical in a way that matches 
the mission of ZEP.” 
 
Arianne Wenk ’14 
Pat Trinder Award 
Swarthmore Fire and Protective Association 
Swarthmore, PA 

 
The Swarthmore Fire and Protective 
Association is the provider of fire and 
protective services to the Borough of 

Swarthmore. Arianne is 
working at the fire station, 
assisting with emergency 
calls, maintaining the station 
and its equipment, entering 
data and also ordering 
supplies as necessary. “I 

thought I would be challenged in controlling 
my emotions in an emergency situation and 
I have been surprised at how well I have 
come to work under stress and as part of a 
team…It has been so interesting navigating 
the relationship and perception of the 
college from the perspective of the 
firefighters here. Many of them enjoy asking 
Why Swarthmore? Just as Swarthmore’s 
admissions officers do.” 
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Ciara Williams ’16 
Chester Community Fellowship 
Chester Youth Court 
Chester, PA 

 
During her internship with Chester Youth 
Court, Ciara revised the coordinator manual 

and the K – 5 pre-youth 
court manual about 
rules, respect and 
responsibility. She also 
trained the 5th grade 
teams in the program 
both in Chester and 

Philadelphia. She says, “CYC’s mission 
statement overlaps my own…my activities 
leading up to this point lead me to believe 
that I work to empower students socially and 
philosophically. Social empowerment gives 
students confidence to speak out under any 
circumstances—from class participation to 
contributing to a community meeting. 
Philosophical empowerment gives students 
the tools to think critically so that they can 
synthesize the information around and 
within to arrive at an opinion or action.” 
 
Naudia Williams ‘14 
Summer Internship Support 
University of Colorado Law School 
Boulder, CO 
 

The University of Colorado Law School is 
the main public law 
school for the state of 
Colorado. Naudia 
shadowed both a judge 
and a dean of law, where 
learned administrative 
and research skills. She 

also participated in a two-week class on tax 
law. 
 

 
 
 

Alexandra Willingham ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
Joy in Action 
Rural China 
 
Joy in Action is a nongovernmental 
organization in China, dedicated to working 
in rural areas of China to alleviate social 
discrimination directed towards those 
affected by leprosy. While there, Alexandra 

worked to prepare for 
volunteer mini camps and 
work camps in leprosy 
villages, and also worked 
on a digital storytelling 
project. “I was initially 
surprised, and a little 
disappointed, when, in the 

first few villages we visited, we spent most 
of our time being treated as guests… I had 
expected that we would be cleaning and 
doing construction work - tangible 
contributions I could point to. It wasn’t until 
I talked with older volunteers and spent 
more time in the villages that I understood 
that what had at first seemed so basic was 
actually the most important component of 
our volunteer work: our interactions with the 
villagers brighten their lives in many ways, 
even if we are only there for a week or 
shorter. While cleaning and construction are 
also valuable, we make the villagers happier 
just by being part of their family.” 
 
Kate Wiseman ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
The Humane League 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
The Humane League advocates on behalf of 
all animals, but focuses particularly on 
issues concerning farmed animals. Kate 
served primarily in the areas of advocacy 
and outreach, doing direct outreach, 
providing information to the community 
through tabling and distributing leaflets, as 
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well as doing research for the organization’s 
campaigns and presentations, as well as 

assisting with administrative 
tasks. About leafleting, she 
says, “Leafleting has been 
an eye-opening experience 
into what if feels like to be 
rejected. When you are 
putting yourself out there, 
with a big smile on, 

approaching total strangers who are busy 
enough with their own lives and thoughts, 
there is a high probability that they will want 
nothing to do with you. Some people will 
take a leaflet, some will say no thank you, 
some look at you and keep walking, and 
others ignore you outright.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alan Xie ’15 
Summer Social Action Award 
Joy in Action 
Rural China 

 
Joy in Action is a nongovernmental 
organization in China, dedicated to working 
in rural areas of China to alleviate social 
discrimination directed towards those 

affected by 
leprosy. While 
there, Alan 
worked to prepare 
for volunteer mini 
camps and work 
camps in leprosy 

villages, and also worked on a digital 
storytelling project. He says, “As a student 
who aspires to become a primary care 
physician, I find the human connections I 
have made here to be especially enlightening 
with learning how to act when befriending 
the elderly. In addition, the first-aid I have 
learned is also rewarding as it provides me a 
direct way of caring for someone. It 
provides a practical side to the theoretical 
knowledge I obtained through my 
coursework at Swarthmore.” 
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SOCIAL ACTION PROJECT GRANTS 
 
Lang Center staff coordinates the selection process for and administration of several social action 
project grant programs – for both individuals and groups of students – through the Lang 
Opportunity Scholarship (LOS) Program, the Project Pericles Fund of Swarthmore College, and 
the Swarthmore Foundation pilot project grants program.  
 
LANG OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP (LOS) PROGRAM 
 
As many as six members of the sophomore class are admitted to the LOS Program each year. 
They are selected on the basis of distinguished academic and extracurricular achievement and 
demonstrated commitment to civic and social responsibility. Because civic engagement and 
social action requires sustained time and commitment, the LOS Program also covers the work-
study portion of each Scholar’s financial aid award (not covered by other sources) starting in the 
second semester of the sophomore year.  Each Lang Scholar is also eligible for a paid summer 
internship, $1,500 for educational enhancement, and a budget of up to $10,000 for an individual 
Scholar or $15,000 for a pair of Lang Scholars to support a service project which, in the opinion 
of the staff of the Center, will facilitate social change in a significant way. Scholars whose final 
projects are completed are eligible for a fellowship of $10,000 for graduate study, payable at 
$5,000 per year for a two-year accredited graduate program (or $5,000 for a one-year graduate 
program) and a completion award in the amount of $1,000.  The LOS Program is made possible 
by a gift of Eugene M. Lang ‘38. The LOS Program is administered by Jennifer Magee, the 
Associate Director for Student Programs.  
 
SELECTION PROCESS 
 
The recruitment and selection process for each new class of Lang Scholars is as follows: All 
incoming first year students receive information from the Lang Center before they arrive at the 
College, which introduces them to the Center, highlights both the LOS Program and Project 
Pericles Fund, and provides suggestions about how students may get on track to successfully 
apply for these opportunities. Because Lang Scholars often have been featured on the College’s 
home page, many new students have heard of the LOS Program and have a sense of the 
expectations of the LOS Program and the opportunities it affords. 
 
First-year students receive an email during spring semester reviewing the components of the 
Program that outlines the application process and timeline, and invites them to information 
sessions so that they may learn more about the program and explore their interests further.  
Current Scholars participate in these sessions with the Lang Scholar Advisor.  At the information 
sessions, applicants discuss project ideas, and get feedback on how/if the project they propose 
meets the criteria of Lang Projects.  Prospective applicants must write a letter of interest to the 
Lang Scholar Advisor signaling their intention to apply for the Lang Opportunity Scholarship 
Program.  A database of past Lang Scholar projects is available on the website, as is information 
about current Lang Scholars and their projects.  Applicants are strongly encouraged to use the 
services of Student Writing Associates, to gather feedback from Lang Scholars and other 
colleagues as they prepare their applications. 
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Applicants are encouraged to schedule at least one individual meeting with the Lang Scholar 
Advisor prior to their application to the program.  The purpose of this meeting is to help 
applicants refine their ideas, and in rare cases, to steer applicants toward alternative 
opportunities, particularly if the student’s academic record suggests that they should not take on 
something as rigorous as the LOS Program.  Current Lang Scholars hosted several “help nights” 
to assist applicants in writing their letters of interest and applications. 
 
In FY 2012 – 2013, written applications were due in October.  Applications were made available 
electronically to the selection committee, which consisted of faculty, deans, staff, current Lang 
Opportunity Scholars, LOS alumni, the Executive Director of the Lang Center and the Lang 
Scholar Advisor.  The selection committee read and ranked the entire pool of applications.  Once 
each committee member ranked the applications, the Lang Scholar Advisor tabulated the 
rankings and identified the 10 finalists to be interviewed by the committee. Career Services 
provided interview assistance to finalists who were interested in learning and practicing effective 
interview skills. The committee interviewed finalists in December. Once the interviews were 
completed, the committee deliberated and selected six Lang Opportunity Scholars.   
 
LOS Class of 2015  
Cortnie Belser 
Chris Capron 
Hope Brinn 
Jason Heo 
Isabel Sacks 
Duong Tran 
 
 
 

LOS Class of 2014 
Morgan Bartz 
Aarti Rao 
Riana Shah 
Mariana Stavig 
Akunna Uka 
Minh Vo 
 
 
 

LOS Class of 2013 
Nick Allred 
Ariel Finegold 
Avilash Pahi (on leave) 
Victoria Pang 
Maria Gloria Robalino 
Sonja Spoo 
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LOS Class of 2015  
Cortnie Belser 
Hope Brinn 
Chris Capron 
Jason Heo 
Isabel Sacks 
Duong Tran 
 
New Lang Scholars were invited to a “welcome” event coordinated by the current Lang 
Scholars, as well as an orientation session with the Lang Scholar Advisor and current Lang 
Scholars. After having been named the Lang Opportunity Scholars class of 2015, they planned 
and began internship experiences in the summer. 
 
Cortnie Belser 
Mission: Bmore 

Cortnie’s Lang Project, Mission: Bmore will 
engage 15-20 high school students in 

Baltimore city in 
social dialogue and 
community 
engagement 
surrounding issues 
within urban black 

culture. The project will produce culturally 
responsive pedagogy through an African 
American history curriculum, using 
Baltimore city as a cultural hub to connect to 
the national black historical context. The 
cohort participants will develop community 
exhibitions to be displayed within a 
designated community to further educate 
and engage that particular community. The 
project’s goal is to craft a community of 
young leaders dedicated to examining and 
challenging urban black culture through 
historic and contemporary critical thinking.   

Hope Brinn 
Mentoring for College Access 
 
With her Lang Project, Mentoring for 
College Access, Hope seeks to utilize the 
largely untapped knowledge of talented 
college students who have successfully 
navigated the college process themselves to 

help underrepresented students to gain 
admission to and successfully complete 

college through a virtual 
mentoring program. 
Mentors will begin 
working with their 
mentees in ninth grade to 
help them succeed in 
high school but also to 
give them the enrichment 

and cultural capital necessary to allow them 
to be successful through the admissions 
process and in college. The program is based 
on an inherently sustainable model where 
successful mentees become mentors 
themselves and disseminate their newfound 
knowledge about the admissions process 
exponentially.  
 
Chris Capron 
Addressing Psychosocial Barriers to Diabetic 
Health in Ecuador 
 
In summer 2013, Chris worked at the 
diabetes foundation he plans to partner with 
next summer. There he worked to organize a 

diabetes camp and help 
in daily activities. 
Chris will use the 
connections and 
assessment tools that 
he made to get the 

project underway quickly and effectively 
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next summer. The Lang Project, Addressing 
Psychosocial Barriers to Diabetic Health in 
Ecuador, has two components: an 
investigation phase and mobile health 
program implementation phase. Chris will 
work with a team at a diabetes foundation in 
Quito to assess the barriers to diabetic health 
and then address them. 
 
Jason Heo 
Farepath 
 
Jason’s Lang Project is called Farepath. It is 
a technologically-focused mechanism for 

increasing food access and 
promoting neighborhood 
civic engagement. 
Farepath aims to 
implement an efficient, 
door-to-door system 
supported by a 
technological platform that 

enables donors to directly monitor their 
contributions and offers a scalable solution 
to recruit volunteers. The technological 
platform will create transparency in the 
current black box of donation-giving as well 
as offer resources for starting other chapters; 
sponsor-donors can monitor their goods and 
track the progress of their neighborhood 
contributions, thereby increasing civic 
engagement.  By developing mapping 
technology through mobile applications, 
there is great potential for creating 
communities of altruism throughout areas of 
the country where the model can be learned 
and applied, repeatedly. www.farepath.org 

Isabel Sacks 
Pedagogy for Social Change 
 
Isabel interned in Ahmedabad, India, with 
Independent Thought and Social Action 
International (ITSA) and established a new 

program called the Faculty Fellowship, 
which incorporates a local teacher into the 

organization. Next 
year, Isabel plans to 
implement ITSA 
workshops in a new 
context in the 
Dominican Republic 
through her Lang 

Project, Pedagogy for Social Change. By 
partnering with several teachers at Santa 
Maria del Batey, a rural school in the 
Dominican Republic, Isabel will design and 
facilitate workshops around social issues in 
the community and the country. Through 
these workshops, the students will receive 
guidance in creating their own social action 
projects, and the teachers will gain tools and 
experience in teaching for social justice and 
forming a teacher community which will 
continue on into the school year. 
 
Duong Tran 
Youth’s View, Voice and Vision in Society 
(YVS) 

Duong worked this summer at the 
headquarters of Vietnam Scientific 
Association for Development of Talents and 
Human Resources (VSATH) in Hanoi. He 
writes, “My biggest success during the 

internship was 
when I was 
nominated to 
represent 
Vietnam in the 
8th UNESCO 

Youth Forum, to be held in Paris, France 
from 29-31 October 2013.”  Duong’s Lang 
Project, Youth’s View, Voice and Vision in 
Society (YVS) will develop critical thinking, 
and debate and public speaking skills among 
Vietnamese youth. 
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LOS Class of 2014 
Morgan Bartz 
Aarti Rao 
Riana Shah 
Mariana Stavig 
Akunna Uka 
Minh Vo 
 
At this point in the LOS process, Lang Scholars typically complete their summer internships and 
begin their Lang projects. 
 
Morgan Bartz 
Going beyond the 3 R’s: Empowering Youth 
to Re‐think and Redesign Waste 
Management Systems in Their Communities 
 
The objective of Morgan’s Lang Project is 
to mitigate the environmental and health 
impacts of traditional waste management in 
Delaware County, Pennsylvania by creating 

a zero waste training 
for high school 
students and a zero 
waste curriculum for 
elementary students to 

be piloted in Chester, PA and Nether 
Providence, PA, respectively. The goal is 
that education around zero waste will initiate 
critical questioning of Delaware County’s 
current waste management system and will 
lead to greater county momentum to reduce 
dependence on incineration as the primary 
method for managing waste, thereby 
reducing the disproportionate 
environmental, economic, and public health 
impacts on Chester residents, where the 
county’s incinerator is sited. These aims will 
be actualized by equipping student 
participants in the training and curriculum 
with the critical thinking skills necessary to 
be active, political citizens, and in the case 
of the high school students, with employable 
skills to promote economic empowerment.  
 
 

Aarti Rao 
Neonatal Care Geographic Information Systems 
(NCGIS) 
 
Aarti’s Lang Project, Neonatal Care 
Geographic Information Systems (NCGIS), 
aimed to analyze and increase the efficacy 
of current Bhoruka Charitable Trust (BCT) 
maternal and child projects using GIS 
technology, and to implement a web-based 
mobile health notification system to increase 

community 
awareness of 
ongoing BCT 
services. The 
project goal was to 
assess, visualize, 

and ultimately work to overcome the social 
barriers preventing access to adequate infant 
and maternal care by combining 
community-based and technological 
approaches. Aarti conducted in-depth survey 
work and interviews to understand the root 
cause behind the high infant mortality rate 
and poor standards of health in Churu, India, 
and based upon this data collection, 
published information about best practices 
for home births and emergency contact 
information. This information has been 
shared with village elders and expectant 
women. 
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Riana Shah 
Independent Thought & Social Action 
International (ITSA) 
 
Riana’s Lang Project, Independent Thought 
& Social Action International (ITSA) is an 

education reform 
organization that 
creates socially 
responsible youth 
leaders through 
critical thinking 
and community-
based social action 
projects. Through 

social action workshops ITSA participants 
then create and implement their own 
community-based social action project in 
partnership with a community in 
Ahmedabad, India with monetary and 
mentoring help that ITSA provides.  
 
Mariana Stavig 
Young Latina Leadership Program 
 
For her Lang Project, Young Latina 
Leadership Program, Mariana worked in 

collaboration with 
Migrant Education 
Program (MEP), a 
national Title 1 
Part C program 
funded by the No 
Child Left Behind 

Act, which serves the children of Latino 
agricultural workers. Over the course of two 
months, Mariana worked with young Florida 
Latinas around issues of empowerment, 
health and educational possibilities and 
provided them with the tools, through 
information and support, to continue their 
education, become more health conscious, 
and improve self-esteem. In an effort to 
maximize resources and effort, this program 
had two different stages: 1) 4 weeks of 

classroom visits (approx. 100 young Latina 
women were reached) and 2) a targeted, 
intensive program (that included 40-50 
individuals for the span of four to six 
weeks). 
 
Akunna Uka 
SkillQuest 
 
The mission of SkillQuest, Akunna’s Lang 
Project, is to support existing efforts to 
provide adult education in Chester, PA and 
expand the delivery of adult education in 
technology. As a result of the mission, 
SkillQuest involves working directly with 

students through 
classes and 
providing resources 
to the partner 
organization, the 
Delaware County 
Literacy Council. 

The goal of SkillQuest is to empower 
Chester adults to pursue higher education or 
vocational training by strengthening 
computer literacy, which is necessary to 
succeed in the present workforce. Residents 
will be better equipped to use the plethora of 
resources provided by the City of the 
Chester, such as the Crozer Library 
Databases, in order to reach their academic 
and career goals. The motivation to create 
and implement SkillQuest comes from the 
understanding, after interning in Chester for 
1.5 years, that Chester residents strive to 
uplift themselves economically but need a 
stronger foundation of skills and 
understanding of the resources available in 
order to be competitive in the labor force. 
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Minh Vo 
Life Skill and Mentorship Program for Young 
Orphans in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 
 
Minh’s Lang Project, Life Skill and 

Mentorship 
Program for 
Young Orphans 
in Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam is 
designed for an 
all-male 
orphanage of 

110 boys focused on the challenges of 
institutionalized children. Beyond giving 
them basic amenities (food, shelter and 
schooling), Vietnam has not done much for 
its young orphans, forgetting that it takes a 
functional family to raise a child. Outcomes 
for Vietnam’s young orphans – raised in 
crowded institutions and subtractive gang 

environments – are historically school 
under-achievers and youth delinquents. 
Minh claims that building developmental 
structures into their lives at a young age and 
guiding them in making important decisions 
on a weekly basis are sustainable and 
effective interventions. Minh delivers these 
impacts through three program activities (1) 
supporting them to gain age-appropriate 
skills which they use to bring service to 
underprivileged communities (2) rewarding 
them for demonstrating positive behaviors 
and values that are guaranteed to promote 
their short-to-medium term school and 
social success (3) giving them an activity 
mentor who focuses on guiding them 
through activity challenges speaking to their 
individual weaknesses and strengths. (Note: 
Minh will be on leave this year and thus 
graduating with the class of 2015.)
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LOS Class of 2013 
Nick Allred 
Ariel Finegold 
Victoria Pang 
Maria Gloria Robalino 
Sonja Spoo  
 
At this point in the LOS process, senior Lang Scholars complete their Lang projects. 
 
Nick Allred 
Clearing the Hurdles: College Financial Aid 
Assistance and Empowerment 

 
For his Lang Project, Clearing the Hurdles: 
College Financial Aid Assistance and 
Empowerment, Nick implemented a 
financial aid support program for students 
and families in Delaware County, PA 
through the College Access Center in 
Chester.  The cornerstone of the project was 
one-on-one work: sitting down with students 
and families to fill out the FAFSA, work on 
scholarship applications, or break down and 
compare aid packages.  In addition, Nick 
gave presentations at the College Access 
Center on topics including understanding 
different varieties of aid, looking for 
scholarships and writing successful personal 
statements, and budgeting while in college; 
and organized and chaperoned College 
Access Center trips to Delaware State 
University, Cheyney University, and Lock 
Haven University.  The program sought to 
connect students and families with resources 
and make them more confident about their 
ability to finance college. 

 
Ariel Finegold 
Safely Saving Your Money 
 
For her Lang project, Ariel created a short 
video program, formatted as a DVD that 

could be shown in 
waiting rooms 
equipped with TVs 
plus DVD players and 
on computers, both of 
which are often 
located at Volunteer 
Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) 
centers. The persons 

who come in for help with filing their taxes 
are receptive to this type of financial 
information exactly at this time – while they 
are contemplating how to spend or save their 
refund. The final product is approximately 
20 minute program chock full of 
information, definitions and simple advice 
that would be relatively shelf-stable (last 
longer than a couple of years), helping to 
improve financial literacy in underserved 
communities.  
 
Victoria Pang 
Chester Serves 
 
Victoria’s Lang Project, Chester Serves, 
worked to encourage Chester high school 
students to become agents of change in their 
communities and provided the opportunity 
for them to serve as mentors to local 
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elementary students. She worked with a 
cohort of six high school students in an 
intensive five-week summer 

institute. During 
the institute, 
Victoria 
brought in 
voices from her 
students’ 

neighborhoods to discuss a broad range of 
pressing local issues regarding the 
environment, education, and public health. 
She also trained the high school participants 
to work as mentors and tutors to elementary 
students at Widener Partnership Charter 
School in the summer and expanded the 
program into the fall of 2012, training 
additional high school mentors to work at 
three community sites.  
 
Maria Gloria Robalino 
Letters to the Past and Future 
 
Maria Gloria’s Lang Project, Letters to the 
Past and Future, concerned itself with three 
related social issues: family disintegration in 
the Latino communities of New York and 
Philadelphia, lack of job opportunities and 

alienation from the 
broader urban 
community in this 
same population due to 
linguistic barriers, and 
a disinterest in letter-

writing due to the dominant popularity of 
mass digital communication media. Maria 
Gloria carried out ESL workshops that were 
educationally sound and pedagogically 
valid, through letter-writing. She delivered 
eight letter-writing workshops in free ESL 
schools of predominantly first generation 
immigrant neighborhoods in New York City 
and Philadelphia during the summer of 
2012; created workshops for volunteers to 
use in ESL schools in Ambato, Ecuador, San 
Jose de las Matas, Dominican Republic, and 

Toronto, Canada; and created an installation 
art piece in San Jose that showcased the 
letters she gathered from the workshops.  
 
Sonja Spoo 
Project Sanctuary 
 
For her Lang Project, Sonja Spoo ’13 
created Project Sanctuary (PS) to increase 

awareness and 
understanding of 
domestic violence 
in faith 
communities 
through training, 
networks of 

communication, and help between secular 
domestic violence agencies and faith 
communities in Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania. PS provided comprehensive 
training on domestic violence and abuse 
based on the “JARS Model” (an approach 
used by the Domestic Abuse Project, 
Sonja’s community partner, and other 
domestic violence agencies), but specifically 
modified it to address the needs of faith-
leaders and communities. PS hosted two 
large-scale training sessions (four hours long 
with 20 – 30 participants), and four mini-
trainings over the course of a year. By the 
conclusion of Sonja’s hands-on work with 
Project Sanctuary, over 100 faith leaders 
were trained. Additionally, PS’s training 
modules will be used at three other county 
level domestic violence agencies and several 
faith organizations in New York and 
Delaware. Domestic Abuse Project statistics 
for the spring of 2013 period have PS’s total 
outreach number at over 300 individuals and 
leaders in just three months. 
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LOS GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS  
 

 Ana Chiu ‘06 accessed the second portion of her graduate fellowship to learn the 
Chinese language at Sun Yat Sen University.  

 Omer Corluhan ‘08 accessed the second portion of his graduate fellowship to attend 
business school at Columbia University. 

 Ecem Erseker ‘11 accessed the first portion of her graduate fellowship to works towards 
a Master’s degree in Accounting and Finance at the London School of Economics. 

 Shadi Rohana ‘09 accessed the second portion of his graduate fellowship to attend the 
Master’s program in Latin American Studies at the National Autonomous University of 
Mexico (UNAM) 

 Anson Stewart ‘10 accessed the second portion of his graduate fellowship to attend the 
City Planning Program at M.I.T. 

 Joslyn Young ‘10 accessed the second portion of his graduate fellowship to attend the 
Master’s program in Educational Studies at the University of Michigan. 
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THE PROJECT PERICLES FUND OF SWARTHMORE COLLEGE 
 
The purpose of the Project Pericles Fund of Swarthmore College is to support groups of 
Swarthmore students who propose and implement social and civic action projects whose scope 
and sustainability will advance solutions for the issues in question and also promote recognition 
of students’ motivation and capability to address such major issues effectively. 
 
In FY 2012-2013, the following groups received project funding: Chester Youth Garden 
Collaborative, Chester Youth Court Volunteers (CYCV), Global Health Forum (GHF),  
Global Neighbours (GN), and Taller de Paz (Workshops for Peace). Also, the following groups 
received seed funds for further research and feasibility study: Chinatown College Resource 
Center, Education to Empowerment, Free the Slaves, Mountain Justice, and Peace Innovation 
Lab. 
 
The summaries below convey the mission, goals and objectives of each of these groups, as well 
as the key activities and events that Project Pericles Fund made possible during FY 2012-2013. 
 
PROJECT FUNDING 
 
Chester Youth Garden Collaborative  
Chester, PA 
 
The Chester Youth Garden Collaborative, a 
project of the student group, Environmental 

Justice, has continued 
to expand from their 
initial proposal, 
which was focused on 
the youth cooperative 
and mobile market 
programming. While 
this remains a 
primary focus of the 
group’s work, they 

have also begun to plan for and make a 
number of physical and programmatic 
developments at the garden. While working 
for the Chester Housing Authority, Chester 
Youth Garden Collaborative collaborated 
with the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
to apply for a large grant through the 
Reinvestment Fund, which was eventually 
received and used to build a hoop house for 
the garden. It is a 20 x 24 foot structure, and 
can extend the season for plants like 

tomatoes and peppers while providing a 
place to grow greens year round. The 
Chester Youth Garden Collaborative also 
now has two shipping containers right 
outside the garden enclosure where it can 
store large garden equipment and bike 
equipment. The group is developing plans 
with the CHA to retrofit one of the 
containers so that it has an indoor space for 
the kids to hang out, for activities and for 
rainy days. The goal is to be a resource and 
an asset to the community in ways that 
complement the garden, and hopefully this 
library component can attract even more 
people to the space. (Group Leadership: 
Sara Blazevic ’15, Taryn Colonnese ’13, 
Natali Cortes ’13, Rachel Giovanniello ’14, 
Laura Laderman ’15, Christopher Moyer 
’15, Laura Rigell ’16) 
 
Chester Youth Court Volunteers (CYCV) 
Chester, PA 
 
The Chester Youth Court Volunteers strive 
to work in partnership with students, 
teachers, and program coordinators in 
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Chester to help Youth Court students build 
skills, to provide information about higher 
education, and to support students’ ideas to 

help their peers. 
CYCV also strive 
to foster 
discussion about 
the school-to-
prison pipeline 

and other juvenile justice and racial justice 
issues. Their primary goal was: helping 
students to become leaders by providking 
them with the analytical, interpersonal, 
problem-solving, and conflict resolution 
skills necessary to successfully run their 
own youth courts and become role models 
within their communities. The group worked 
toward this goal by achieving the following 
objectives: By continuing their efforts to 
support students directly in and outside the 
classroom through direct engagement, 
raising awareness of issues of juvenile and 
racial justice within the Chester community 
and the Swarthmore College community, 
and raising funds to financially support their 
students with supplies to run their youth 
courts effectively. (Group Leadership: Jenny 
Koch ‘13, Paloma Perez ‘14, Naudia 
Williams ‘14) 
 
Global Health Forum (GHF) 
Swarthmore, PA 

 
Originally, Global Health Forum (GHF) was 
created to promote prosperity in 
communities of developing nations by 
addressing the burden of infectious diseases, 
particularly malaria. GHF focuses on 
fundraising for bed nets, raising awareness 

in the 
Swarthmore 
College 
community 
through 
education, 

political advocacy, and collaborating with 
other groups. GHF’s most successful efforts 
surrounded community collaboration and 
awareness, both of which the group found to 
be effective avenues of addressing this issue 
and more. They have worked to ensure that 
GHF brings a positive perspective to these 
topics on campus by engaging with 
Swarthmore students through popular 
avenues such as the Variety Show and 
working alongside other interest groups to 
promote exposure of health problems to 
students who would not normally engage 
with these topics. GHF has been most active 
in organizing and collaborating events at the 
intersections of health – such as a cohosted 
discussion on health disparities and 
women’s health with the Women’s Resource 
Center and Swat Fems – and this has fueled 
GHF’s intention to continue in this 
direction. Through partnership with outside 
groups — for example, the Philadelphia-
based public health organization, Puentes de 
Salud — they have been able to extend the 
outreach of their events and create a large 
network of professionals and students who 
are either directly or indirectly interested in 
health. (Group Leadership: Claudia Lujan, 
Yohan Sumathipala, Billy Lennon, Nina 
Kogekar, Chris Capron, Renu Nadkarni, 
Randy Burson, and Olivia Perez) 
 
Global Neighbours (GN) 
Swarthmore, PA & Rural China 

 
Global Neighbours set out to address the 
discrimination against and promote the 

dignity of people 
marginalized because 
of medical and/or 
physical conditions. 
Their primary goal is 

to build and develop mutually enriching and 
sustainable relationships with the 
underserved communities they work with 
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and to continue to address this in effective 
ways, mainly through a hands-on approach 
of placing volunteers with marginalized 
communities. Locally, GN partners with 
CADES (Children and Adult Disability 
Education Services). Internationally, GN 
partners with Joy in Action in rural China. 
The GN partnership with JIA seeks to 
address the inadvertently negative social 
impact of healthcare policies. (Group 
Leadership: Nick Palazzolo ’13, Hannah 
Armbruster ’15, Chi Zhang ’15, Alan Xie 
’15, Afsana Oreen ’15, Taylor Tai ’16, Chris 
Capron ’15, Heidy Wang ’14, Rebecca Teng 
’14, and Sung Won Ma ’16) 
 
Taller de Paz (Workshops for Peace) 
Bogota, Colombia 

 
Taller de Paz (TdP) has been dedicated to 
the creative and participatory construction of 
safe spaces for critical dialogue and action 
toward peace, which recognizes the specific 
problems and difficulties of displacement in 
the locality of Suba in Bogota, Colombia 
and empowers the youth of the community 
to actively participate as agents of social 

change. During FY 2012-2013, TdP has 
focused on transitioning its programming to 

Il Nido 
del Gufo, 
a 
communit
y library 

and cultural center located in the heart of the 
neighborhood where they work, and 
developing a strategic plan for integration – 
the central project of which was the 
development of an alternative education 
space called Gincana para todos. However 
the group experienced a significant setback: 
in January, Il Nido del Gufo was 
significantly constrained by complications 
with funding and consequently closed the 
majority of its programming and put a hold 
on the Gincana project. Therefore, TdP’s 
strategic plan moving forward is to continue 
to build a programmatic link with Il Nido del 
Gufo and to organize a series of intensive 
reflection and evaluation workshops with 
past and current participants, families, 
volunteers, partners, and supporters. (Group 
Leadership: Jovanna Hernandez ’13, Andrea 
Jacomé ’14, Haydil Henriquez ’14)

 
 
SEED FUNDING 
 
Chinatown College Resource Center  
[A project of High School Conversations] 
Chinatown Philadelphia, PA 

 
The student group, High School 
Conversations is exploring the need for 
college-related resources in Chinatown and 
the structures of existing college access 
centers in Philadelphia and Chester. To 
ascertain the desirability and feasibility of a 
Chinatown College Resource Center, during 
FY 12-13 the group met with Cynthia Jetter, 
Director of Community Partnerships and 
Planning at the Lang Center and Executive 

Director of the College Access Center of 
Delaware County; visited the College 
Access Center of Delaware County and met 
with Julani Ghana; helped tutor students at 
the Philadelphia Chinatown Development 
Corporation’s free SAT class; and 
volunteered for Asian Americans United’s 
after-school Mentoring/Tutoring Program, 
as part of the course CHIN 090 “Practicum: 
Bridging Swarthmore and Local Chinese 
Communities.” Going forward, the group 
plans to: hold a community forum on 
college access and pilot a College Visit 
Program; collaborate with The Prospect, a 
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college admissions website whose goal is to 
provide accessible online resources about 
the college admissions process and 
experiences as well as present a diverse 
range of experiences and perspectives from 
current college students on the process itself; 
connect with other nonprofit organizations; 
and connect with universities in 
Philadelphia. (Group Leadership: Yin Guan 
’13, Paul Chung ’14, Ying Yu Chen ’15, 
Vasomnoleak Ly ’15, Winnie Vien ’16, Htet 
Win ’16, Shuangle Chen ’16, Meiri Anto 
’16) 
 
Education to Empowerment 
Rural Sri Lanka 

 
Education to Empowerment aims to equip 
underprivileged youth to become active 
participants in solving local problems and 
empower them to be leaders and 
entrepreneurs who spearhead future 
development within their own communities. 
Their goal is to introduce an approach to 
technology assisted, self-directed learning 
and critical thinking so that youth in 
impoverished areas can serve their 
communities as well as become leaders and 
successful contributors to the global 
revolution taking place in the 21st century – 
one of global collaboration,  innovation, and 
problem-solving. To fulfill this vision, 
Education to Empowerment developed and 
tested its visionary model of education to 
empowerment in Sri Lanka’s rural 
Kandiyapita village in summer 2013. If this 
model is proven successful in Kandiyapita 
village, then consideration will be given to 
replicating it in other villages in Sri Lanka 
and elsewhere. If the model succeeds in 
those places as well, then this endeavor will 
have generated a model that empowers 
youth, a model that is community-driven, 
collaborative, and supported by the life-
blood of education and the power of using 
knowledge creatively. (Group Leadership: 

Yohan Sumathipala ‘16, Billy Lennon ‘16, 
Aaron Jackson ‘16, and Aashish Srivinivas 
‘14) 
 
Swarthmore’s Free the Slaves 
Swarthmore, PA 

 
Though many believe that slavery is no 
longer a relevant issue, it has become one of 
the most lucrative illegal businesses, 
enslaving 27 million people around the 
globe. Swarthmore’s Free the Slaves’ goal is 
to mobilize and empower students, 
institutions, and communities to join in the 
fight against slavery in creative and innovate 
ways. During FY 12-13, Free the Slaves has 
spent a significant amount of time planning 
how accomplish this in effective ways and 
have focused most of their efforts on 
educating the Swarthmore College 
community about modern day slavery. The 
group held several screenings of films that 

address 
many sides 
of modern 
day slavery, 
such as sex 
trafficking 
and other 
types of 
forced labor. 
To address 

the issue of forced labor more specifically, 
FTS also made efforts to advocate and 
educate the Swarthmore College community 
about Fair Trade, a type of commerce that 
ensures fair wages to producers. They have 
pursued this objective by holding a Paces 
Cafe Takeover, and distributing flyers and 
using social media to raise awareness about 
ethical consumerism. They have begun 
dialogue with Sharples Dining Hall staff to 
discuss ways to incorporate more Fair Trade 
options in Sharples. FTS plans to reach out 
to the Science Center, Kohlberg Coffee 
Bars, and school store to begin similar 
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dialogue in the coming semester. They hope 
to grow both the demand and supply of Fair 
Trade products on Swarthmore College’s 
campus by reaching out to the community in 
creative and meaningful ways. (Group 
Leadership: Chris Capron ’15, Natalia Choi 
’15, Aileen Eisenburg ’15, Alexis Leanza 
‘15, and Randall Burson ’14) 

Swarthmore Mountain Justice  
Appalachia, WV 

  
The social problem that Swarthmore 
Mountain Justice seeks to address is the 

destructive 
effects of the 
fossil fuel 
industry on 
communities, 
especially 
already 
marginalized 

communities. The more specific 
manifestation of this goal is to offer support 
to specific frontline communities by 
traveling to these communities to 1) engage 
in direct action and advocacy, 2) lead and 
participate in skill-sharing trainings, 3) build 
relationships among the climate justice 
movement, and 4) connect communities to 
student networks and their resources. (Group 
Leadership: Pat Walsh ‘14, Julia Denney 
‘14, Laura Rigell ‘15, Dinah DeWald ’13) 
 
 

Peace Innovation Lab 
Sahilitar, Nepal 

 
Peace Innovation Lab is a creative space for 
young people in rural communities to come 

together to design, 
prototype and 
implement projects 
that contribute to local 
peace building and 
grassroots community 
initiatives. Peace 
Innovation Lab’s 

vision is to channel the energy, enthusiasm, 
creativity and intellect of Nepal’s rural 
populace into creating useful products and 
services that create new opportunities for 
them and addresses local challenges in new 
ways. The seed funds from the Project 
Pericles Fund has allowed the Peace 
Innovation Lab to invest in and address 
some immediate needs: a website that will 
act as a source of information as well as 
resource generations, and a leadership 
workshop and a strategy session to ensure 
effective collaboration and execution among 
members of the leadership team. 
Additionally, the seed funds have also 
provided the group with the opportunity to 
be able to travel to different places within 
the East Coast to meet leading scholars, 
innovators and visionaries to share their 
work and seek other’s advice and support. 
(Group Leadership: Nimesh Ghimire ’15, 
Vishaal Chhabria ’13)
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Swarthmore Foundation Pilot Project Grants 
 
The Swarthmore Foundation provides pilot grants, intended as seed funds for social action 
projects, as well as small grants of less than $400 in support of social action activities or fund-
raising loans, which is returned to the Foundation after a fund-raising activity. 
 
TopSoccer  
Taryn Colonnese ’13 & Henry Kietzman ’14 
Swarthmore, PA 
 
Since its founding in 2004, TOPSoccer has 
become a well-established group on the 
Swarthmore College campus. Currently, 
TOPSoccer works with a group of 25-30 
youth athletes with differing mental and 
physical capabilities. They are paired with at 
least one Swarthmore student “buddy.” 
Together, they participate in the various 
soccer-related activities. The grant they 
received from the Swarthmore Foundation 
was used to pay for the replacement of old 
equipment, including the specialized 
equipment they need for athletes with more 
limited motor skills.  
 
Notre Dame Student Peace Conference 
BaLeigh Harper ’13  
Notre Dame, IN 
 
BaLeigh was invited to present her paper, 
“Defeating Al-Qaeda: A Proposal for a 
Revitalized Counterterrorism Strategy” at 
the 2013 Notre Dame Student Peace 
Conference. She served as a discussant on a 
panel entitled, “Strategic Peacebuilding and 
U.S. foreign Policy.” BaLeigh plans to 
pursue a doctorate in International Politics 
with a special emphasis on terrorism and 
human rights. The grant she received from 
the Swarthmore Foundation was used to pay 
for her conference registration fee. 
 
Clinton Global Initiative University 
Conference 
Julia Carlton ’15, Daniel Eisler ’15, Amir 
Parikh ’15 & Htet Win ’16  

Washington, DC 
 
Building on the successful model of the 
Clinton Global Initiative, which brings 
together world leaders to take action on 
global challenges, President Clinton 
launched the Clinton Global Initiative 
University (CGIU) in 2007 to engage the 
next generation of leaders on college 
campuses around the world. The grants 
these students received from the 
Swarthmore Foundation were used to pay 
for their conference registration fee. 
 
Training for Trainers 
Jusselia Molina ’13  
Oakland, CA 
 
As a campus organizer, Jusselia attended 
this train-the-trainer workshop at the School 
of Unity and Liberation to increase her 
organizing skills and to advance her social 
justice values and future career 
development. She writes, “I hope to bring 
back the skills to train younger members in 
Swatties for a DREAM and the IC 
community in workshop and meeting 
facilitation.” The grant she received from 
the Swarthmore Foundation was used to pay 
for the workshop tuition. 
 
Mountain Justice Spring Break Planning 
Coalition 
M.E. Covarrubias ’15 & Dinah DeWald ‘13 
Appalachia, WV 
 
Mountain Justice Spring Break is a week-
long convergence in West Virginia put on 
by Swarthmore Mountain Justice’s allies on 
the frontlines of mountaintop removal. Their 
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activities included workshops, trainings, and 
community service work. The grants they 
received from the Swarthmore Foundation 
were used to pay for conference funding. 
 
Project EmPOWERment of Afro Youth 
Leaders 
Paola Mero ’14 
Esmeraldas, Ecuador 
 
The mission of Project EmPOWERment of 
Afro Youth Leaders is to partner with 
community activists, educators, and elders 
to facilitate two weeks of empowerment 
workshops aimed at training a core group of 
youth leaders within the Afro community of 
Esmeraldas, Ecuador. This Swarthmore 
Foundation grant enabled Paola to 
participate in this project.  
 
The Chester Sound 
Kassandra Sparks ’15 & John Lenahan ‘15 
Chester, PA 
 
The Chester Sound’s mission is to foster 
creativity, collaboration, self-expression, 
and leadership in Chester area students 
through a structured, positive music outlet. 
The group pairs Chester middle school and 
high school students with Swarthmore 
College mentors to write, produce, and 
record original hip-hop music. They write, 
“This project is important to us because of 
the role the arts have played in our lives. We 
have witnessed firsthand the transformative 
power of the arts. From working in prisons 
in and seeing federal inmates’ lives changed 
by performing Shakespeare to engaging 
marginalized youth in acting lessons, we 
believe in the arts and want to use them to 
make differences in the lives of those around 
us.” This Swarthmore Foundation grant 
provided for the specific equipment and 
technology necessary to create the “beats” 
used in hip hop composition. 
 

Serenity Garden 
Dinah DeWald ’13  
Philadelphia, PA 
  
As the culminating activity of a community-
based learning course, Sustainable 
Community Action, the class hosted two 
events to introduce the Serenity House 
garden to the broader community and, for 
those who were involved in creating the 
space, to celebrate their joint 
accomplishment. In addition to providing 
food and beverages, the class and 
community members engaged in a family-
friendly activity of letting each person paint 
their own little clay pot, which was then 
filled with soil and a pansy. The group 
writes, “The goal of this event is to invite 
the community into this space of healing, 
shared vision and shared striving towards a 
common goal—building the community 
through the common goal of making a 
beautiful and productive meeting space.”  
This Swarthmore Foundation grant was used 
for the purchase of equipment and 
refreshments. 
  
Dislabeled  
Efua Asibon ’16  
Accra, Ghana 
 
Efua’s project, Dislabeled, hopes to break 
the stigma attached to people with special 
needs at an Autism Awareness Care and 
Training Centre (AACT); to create a 
sustainable way of providing learning and 
teaching materials (especially 
technologically advanced materials) for 
efficient learning and teaching at AACT; to 
harness creativity and develop skills in 
AACT students; and to help improve the 
hygiene of AACT to allow for effective 
learning and teaching. The grant was used to 
purchase educational materials, including 
arts and crafts supplies, for effective 
teaching of students with Special Needs.  
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Peace Innovation Lab 
Nimesh Ghimire ’13  
Sahilitar, Nepal 
 
With the help of a grant from Swarthmore 
Foundation, Nimesh ran a weeklong arts 
workshop and a 3-week mural project for 50 
students at the Peace Innovation Lab in 
Sahilitar, a rural village in western Nepal.  
The project was carried in collaboration with 
the Peace Innovation Lab and Kolor 
Kathmandu for a total of 5 weeks from July 
to mid-August. Nimesh writes, “I believe 
visual arts can be powerful agents of change 
to promote social cohesion and stability, 
ethnic collaboration and create local 
ownership of communal spaces and add 
value to (village) communities. Furthermore, 
because of the collaborative nature of the 
work involved in creating the work, visual 
arts also have the power to foster an 
environment where citizens can break down 
class/ethnic barriers for collective action.” 
This Swarthmore Foundation grant paid for 
the stipends for the professional artists, as 
well as workshop materials and art supplies. 
 
South Asian Young Writers Collective  
Afsana Oreen ’15 & Sabrina Singh ’15  
Chinatown Philadelphia, PA 
 
Afasana and Sabrina’s project, South Asian 
Young Writers’ Collective (SYWC) is a 

summer club for 8-12 South Asian girls that 
meets three times a week in Asian Arts 
Initiatives (AAI) in Chinatown, 
Philadelphia. SYWC engaged participants in 
writing exercises and maintained personal 
journals as well as an online public blog.  
SYWC is a forum for creative self-
expression of South Asian American 
identity. This Swarthmore Foundation grant 
covered the costs associated with printing, 
advertising, field trips, and books. 
 
The Cocoon Youth Empowerment Project 
Jalisa Roberts ’13 
New Orleans, LA 
 
The mission of The Cocoon is to use dance 
to rebuild community in New Orleans East, 
a part of the Ninth Ward in New Orleans. 
Many businesses have not returned to the 
area, including positive extracurricular 
resources for youth in the area, and violence 
among youth has risen exponentially in the 
area. The Cocoon provided students with 
dance education, peer leadership, and 
organizing skills. The goal was not just to 
train dancers, but leaders, who can use their 
creative abilities to make waves in the world 
around them. This Swarthmore Foundation 
grant covered the costs associated with 
printing, meals, and a temporary dance 
floor. 
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