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CPS FIRE FIGHTERS REPORT AT ANTELCPE
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Opening June 1, for emergency forest-fire fighting,
drew its men frem the nation's other

> Pirst arrivals included 20 men from the
‘5§&3 from the Coshocten, Ohio, camp.
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Patapsco, Md. camp and 19
Patapsco, just outaide Baltimore,

opened May 15, 1941 to institute the 0, P. 3. program. There, 0, O.'s
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by Karl Olson

"Only irrigated garden in OPS" is’
boast of Camp Antelope.

Two weeks after the land was first clear
. ed, a half mile of irrigation ditches had
been dug, and seventeen varietiee of vege-

tables planted. These include most fami-
liar vegetables, planted in irrigated rows
as well as a hundred hills of watermelon,
canteloupe, cucumbers and aquash.

Fifteen men worked a Saturdsy morning
cutting down a half dozen pinon pines and
unlimited quantities of sage brush; toss-
ing rocks and bouldero to the sdge of the

field and laying a twelve foot firrigation

pipe under a road. Water was obtained by
running a ditch from the fountuin in the
middle of camp, utilizing the overflow.
Nesrly half an acre is now under sultiva-
tion.

Borrowing a tesm and equipment from s

walls, to inetullirg electric wiring,

on nearvy farms,

R ?rees, making Lerraces o stop erosion, damming up ;ulliss and erect-
ing fences Jor contour farming, -

3 L30-miles Biue Ridpe Mountain Pariway,

.{\.jting roads, guarrying sione, slexrinz Gaihziounds,

“{Q@lthc men traveled 129 1ilag, apsnt 10 daya, right-(continued on page 3)

The worked for ilie Soil.' Con=
tuildins stockponds, »planting

Tae 2D tesnafors from Buck Oreek, NG,
buila-
This Spring 7S cof

neizhboring Indian, Sam Snipes took charge:
of the plowing and harrowing.

The land now under cultivation is rough-
ly 180 x 75 feet, on a six per cent slope
that requires planting on contour, While
weeds are almost unknown here, an unusual
gardening hazard is expected,.Jackrabbits.
It may be necessary to build a brush fence
arpund the garden or surreund it nightly
with anoring campers to ccare the animals
away.

Much of the garden's value this year
will be =as guide to future planting
gince it ig hoped another year will bring
a much enlarged farm and with it a reduc-
tion in the cost of food which must now be
trucked in for 8% miles.

Mrs. Ray Breiding, wife of the project
superintendent, has bsen technical advisor:
The agriculture committee  includes Clar-
ence Pemberton, chairman; Karl Olson, par-
dener; Oral Figher, Ed Zetty, Ralph Wood,
Sam Pugh, Junse Jlatchott, and ¥ellington
Whnittlasey.
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ﬁ ' «& 0f Mennonite stock,our
AALCAAT— director, John Wyse,uUl
was probably saved from prison, usual fate
of conscientious objectors in the First
World War, only by the Armistice,

In 1921 he married Merle Dudley,a school
teacher,who was active in Methodist Chric-
tian worky they have one son, TWillie. In
1921 Wyse joined the Methodist church and
has since served on every major comittee
devoting most of his time to young peopled
conferences and to social, economic and
conscientious objector problems,

A major in education and industrial arts
at the University of California and grad-
uate work at the University of California,
led to his appointment as general counsel-
or of 3,000 students at Roosevelt high
school, Los Angeles, As such he helped in
vocational guidance and curriculum plan-
ning for students largely of direct §pan—
ish, Japanese, Jewish and Russian descent,
He also was manager and member of the
board of directors of the Consumers Coop—
erative Wholesale of Los Angeles.

Hig favorite indoor diversion is folk
dancing and fishing and camping are " " shis
chief outdoor activities,

/ ‘ . If you see someone
@j MLMZ;‘* L-scraping under rocks,
it's probably Assistant Director Denny

Wilcher. Fishing's his favorite sport and
rainbows seem to like the old fashioned

WOITis :
De first went to the Patapsco camp in
May 1941 as a volunteer, taking a leave

of absence as director of religiocus activ-

ity and freshman tennis'coach at Washing=-

ton and Lee university, From Patapsco he
went in June to the Royalston camp as asw—
sistant director and then on December 1
was transferred to Merom in the same capa=
city, becoming at the same time a draftee,

He has succecsively been a member of 3
churches: the Methodist and Interdenomina-
tional churches at Yale and the Society of
Friends at Northhampton, Mass.

He feels CPS is experimental and that it
is dangerous "'for a religious group to co-
operate with a conscript govermment, which
is a denial of the complete freedom of con
science inherent in the Christian prin-
ciple, "

.an active interest in horseback

57 Jan Thierman

»
: 5 As project superin-
j//ﬁ/’/uonﬁ/dﬂm tendent, Ray Breiding
represents the Forest Service in camp. He.
first entered the service in 1933, before
that time having been tunnel engineer for
the city of Seattle and working on jobs
such as the &0-mile water-supply tunnel
of San Fraiciscoe
"although this is not a Ahot'.#oresd,
being used chiefly for grazing," he says
lonce %he timber is destroyed the soil
washes away and the land is no longer any
good for fodder; thousands of people are
affected, directly or indirectly.”
"Recreational projects are  important
since they help keep people in restricted
areas and this cuts down the fire hazardl

fi :“-,i-' ’ After 12 years at the
L/ SAALLAL s Towa Methodist hospi~-
tal in Des Moines where she administered
all the buying and personnel work in her
department, Amy Standing resigned to be-
come camp dietitian,

She worked her way by her skill in
cooking through Quaker boarding schools,
in Iowa and Ohio and through William Penn
college, Later she returned to the . Iowa
school, which had meanvhile become the
Scattergood hostel for refugees,to serve
two years as cook and home economics tea=
cher, :

. Miss Standing has as 135-acre fam in
Iowa where she raises hogs and soybeans.
Her love of the outdoors is also shown by
riding
and tennis., Member of the Conservative
Friends meeting at Earlham,Iowa, she has
been interested in CPS from the beginning
Camp Doctor Darwin

OO‘C/Z(}‘.:_/ Welson had just fine

ished 11 years internship at Detroit's
Grace and Receiving hospitals when he was
assigned to the Coshocton camp in Febru-
ary 1942, Four years at the University
of Michigan medical school had succeeded
pre-med work at Antioch, Interested in
general practice and surgery, he forme¥ly
spent most of his free time in  sailing,
swimming and tennis,
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Blend a New England town meeting with
the rigid pattern of an army-controclled
0CC camp...that's Civilian Public Service!

Conscripted  conscientious objectors'
eight hour workday and 2% days per month
furlough, are set by Selective Service and
the Forestry 8ervice technical experts
"boss" the work projects.

. Except for such limits, direction of the
camp is in the hands of the Quakers who
foot the bill, The Quakers, in turn, hand
most policy-making over to the camp govern-
ment, hoping thereby, by pooling all men's
knowledge and experience to zet the great-
est efficiency, as well as the greatest
respect for individual conscience.

The csmp expects to achieve a good-work
record and well-disciplined life without
invoking a guardhouse  or system of' fines
and loss of furlough., There
forms in camp, no ranks and no special
privileges. [Everyone  in camp, including
the director, is called by his first name;
the assistant director's cot can't be dis-
tinguished from that of the newly arrived
draf'tee alongside. The principle privi-
lege of the work commiitee chairman is the
unwritten  obligation to wash the weekend
dishes himself if enough men don't volunm-
teser, Jobs are rotated as often as possi-
the
same allowance of $2.50 a month.

The camp government, fashioned from the
pooled experience of representatives of
each of the 8 camps which sent men to An-
telope, sets a general meeting of the ca-
mp as the final authority. In keepimg.mith
Quaker practice, each problem, from select~
ing men for a spike camp to settling the
hdur for "lighte out", is discussed,.solu~w
tions suggested and modified until every-
one agrees or is willing to go along. No
vote is taken, the chairman stating what
seems to him to be the sense of the meet-
ing and asking for disapproval if any.
Seldom need a problem be 1laid over for
further consideration. _

To draw up the agenda and do some advance
thinking ie the job of an advisory council
made up of one man from each dormitory,
Meeting with men interested, the council
also prepares nominations for the nine-man
worship, eight-man education, and three-
man recreation committees. After approval
by the camp meetlng, men serve indefinite
ternms.

are no uni=

'ferrgd men,” was required because

of Camp Government

Placements on camp jobs are made weekly
by a work commiitee whose five members are
cnosen automatically by their position on
an alphabetical list of campers. The mem-
ber serving his f£ifth week acts ag chair-
man, then, zives way to a new member. The
committee also collects information on
men's job preferences and experience for
use in making Foreatry Service appoint-
ments. Fire drill and safety are the con-
cern of a committee made up of staff mem-
bers plus one representative from each
dormitory.

Men Report At Camp

- (tontinued from page 1)
ing a 35,000-acre firg, The OPS camp at
Cooperstown, N. Y., which sent 19 men, is
located in a decaying mansion.. All CPS
canmps except it and Merom are in former
CCC or similar barracks. Its men report
their forest surveys, which covered 8 per
cent of the state, "would have landed us
in Chicage's loop 1f we‘d happened to be
travelling that way.'

Three Massachusetts camps, were employed
clearing woods devasted by the 1938 hurri-
cane and digging water-storage holes for
fighting forest fires, Ashburnham sent 9
men, . Royalston and Petersham 8 apiece,
Three men came from the Ménnonite camp at
Marietta, Ohio, where this spring campers
pulled, packed, and shipped, 3} million
young trees from the state nursery.

The camp at Coleville, as well as simi-
lar camps in California to which Menncnite
and Brethren administrations have trans-
of ‘the
shortage of men for fire-fighting result-
ing from closing of OCC camps and draining
of f of men into war industries and the
armed forces.

Men at Coleville, all transferred from
other CPS camps, will be jcined this month
by at least five new amssignees; due to ar-
rive July 10 are John Sasser Jr. and Paul
Ashby of Los Angeles, Charles Wallace of
Petalums and Floyd Hedlind of Durham, all
Californians. Dolphin Bergland of St.
Maries, Idano, is to arrive July 16.

Have you enjoyed reading news from Camp
antelope? Send your subscription and re-
ceive the paper regularly.
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Tune Lake Spikers Move Buildings Halt Mile For New [amp

by Jim Finucense
Soutkermmost in the Camp Antclope constellation
June Lake, named "The Ski Ciub! by its
abandoned ski lodge. One missing wall was
weighted .at the base with rocks, and some
the cki motor,
which reaches 10,420 feet,

of spike camps is the ore at
30-man crew, since the outfit is housed in an
temporarily replaced ,with a tarpaulin,
of the flooring is saturated with oil from
From a dormitory window the towline runs up the slope of Carson Peak
Tne camp ic at an elevation of 7,000 foet,

The camp, orgenized primarily for Iir: fighling ond wator main installation, has
Just moved a‘dozen former CCC buildings over an cight-mile winding road from Grant

Lake to a now campsite a mile north of ths sku club.

dovn again with much ctrategy and straining,

So far only a few days have been spent on the -mter ay

The CPS men picked the buildings
off their foundations, snaked them throush pine-lined lunes on a truck and sct

then

atem which will supnly and

in part alrecady is supplying water to tir litile resort town of June Lake (pop.: 50 in

winter, 500 in summer),

This work and the houes-handlirg has barn under the

gencral

supervision of the Forest Service's A. A. Provicnce, with assignoe direction by Samuel
Snipes, Charles Doak, David Scelcy and Carey Zvans, clected by "Ski Club" members,Rec-
reation at camp consists of walkirg %o June Lake (two miles) and back (two miles) and

mountain climbing from the backdoor and horscback riding,

For h#lping with the chores

Saturday afternoon, a nearby rancher gives the men sgidle horses for Sunday.

Spike Camp to Build Beach at Tahoe

by Nick Migliorino

On the morning of June 18, three trucks slipred out of
camp, turned north into highway 295, and hended for Nevada.
Two were loaded with beds, mattresses and sultcases;  the
third with the 3C men who had volunteered for firefighting
duty in the Lake, Tpnoe forests,

As the trucks drove over the rim of mountains that hem
the lake, they saw among the pine troes on the far edge of
the lake long thin columns of smokz. N-on from, thé nearby
Placerville OCPS camp of the Mennorites already had the
fire under control, so the new arrivals w-re not calle?,

In the two weeks since that morning, no new for-ot fire
has occurreds A4 rainstomm on June 26 eliminated the prob-
ability of one for the next fow days. Meanwvhile men nave
set up camp quart«rs on the shore of the lake., Waile con-
struction was still in progress,  the group lived at a
nearby Y~H camp. In exchange for itz use, cix men prepar-
ed the grounds for summer campers.

Yow that the spike camp has been completed and the 30
men moved in, the Forest Service hopes to wtilize their
workinz hours building a public beach, Thether or not the
plans materialize depends upon tne forest fire situation,

Even after regular work hours and on werk ends, &5 per
cent of the group must remain on the grounds for possible
fire duty, Consegquently the bulk of recreation takes
place in and around the camp itsclf: horscsnoes, chess,
reading, taking a dip in the ice-cold lakc,

Of the 15 per cent permitted liberty, most attend the
movies at Zephyr Gove., Sunday mornings the rules are tem—
porarily waived so half the camp can attend church service

FENCES & DITCHES
To BusSY MEN
RETWEEN FIRES

by Ted Xandle
Mre-fightinsg is Camp
Antelope's chief job dbub
even Califorria fires are
gufficiently obliging to
burn but part of the time
leaving many valuable man
days for other tacks,

Irrigation and erosion

control will take up the
major part or betw:en-
fires time, Mill creek
must be deepensd if much
waser isn't %o be wasted .
by overflowing into unus-
ed fields; it will take
75 men one month to do
this, Desert creck rust
be taught to send ite wa-
ter dowvm several channels
inctead of its present
swiftly flowing one= 10€
man months., The waters of
Little Valker creck much
be coaxed acrocgs the
wnolr valley to ben:fit
creaturcs other than cat-
fish and trout.

T™wo men, Eumerson Dar—

(cor.zindc@ ok page T...)
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ROM THE first week of June to mid-Oct-
ober, Camp Antclope will be on call 24
2 |hours a day, 7 days a weck, for fight-
ing forest fires, OPS men will thus pro-
tect recreational areas, prevent the flash
floods and silved reservoirs that result
from burned-over watersheds, and preserve
future lumbering areas, )

The camp is first of all responsible for
the Mono National Forest, which is divid-
ed into five districts, each with a ranger
in charge;then for the whole forest and °w
entually for fire fighting anywhere in Ne-
vada or California,though usually men are
not sent more than 100 miles from camp, To
put men near places where fires are likely
to occur, half a dozen detached units are
being set up,

Fires may be spott=d by guards in look—~
out towers which ovarlook from 1500 to
3000 square miles and are located at var-
ious points in the forust. Or they may be
reported by ranchers and tourists. Espec-
ially dangerous spots are patrolled;along
the shore of Lake Tpghoe seven CPS men will
form such a patrol, watching for and sup-
pressing fires., Usually small fires will
be put out by experienced forest service
crews, of vnich each district has three,

wnen the fire is too big for a small crew
to extinguish, ° ;

Whother the fire is put out by the rang-
¢r who spots it, or by the 1400 men vho
were called out for a Califorria fire in
1934, th: job; consists of fiversteps.

The first job is to scout the fire, lo-
cating ite 1limits and <stima%ing in vhat
girection and how rapidly it's likely to
sproad; wind velocity, topography, kind of
trees, time of day and 'season of year all
muct be considercd, If the blaze is very
small, the fire fighter may be able to put
it out with water or kmock the flames down
with a few shovelfuls of dirt,

Ordinarily o "fire line! will have to be
built around the fire by cuttinz a strg
through the trees and brush from 1 %o
Feit wide, and scraping needles and leaves
away for n path as wide as 10 feet, By thus
depriving the fire of Tuel, ..i_f.;e,“admmce
may beé stopped, Planr:.ng vhere®: to put
such a line is a complex job, often requix
ing a forecast as to how far the flames
will have advanced 5 or 6 hours in the fu-
turc waen crews will have arrived and com-
pleted the line,

Much night work is involved in fire
fighting, with men working by the light of
headlamps, because every effort is made to
complete the fireline by Ya.m.The humidity
by then has lifted enough so that a back-
fire,to remove fuel between the fireline
and the fire itself, will burn; backfiring
should be completed before 10 a.m, when
the day's heat makes further effort diffi-

CPS men will form a reserve to be used

(FIRE FIGAIING.,.Conbifurd 3% Page 7)






