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Expanding the Right to Vote -

CROSS THE AMERICAN Southwest in recent months,
2 complaint has been made that is striking in its
familiarity. The complaint is that American citizens are
being systematically denied the right to vote because of
their ethnic background. These citizens, Mexican-Ameri-
cans, have provided Congress and the courts with exam-
ples of how thelr insistence on the right to vote has been
challenged by local voting registrars. The evidence in-
cludes instances of blatant gerrymandering, cases where
the names of aspiring voters wera not entered in the
voting books after they thought they had registered and
instances in which community members have been den-
ied the opportunity to serve as deputy registrars to be
in a posilion to oversee the registration process. The
115, Civil Rights Commission has confirmed many of
the contentions in a siudy of its own.

The reason all this has a familiar ring is that the
complaints of the Mexican-Americans of the Southwest
sound remarkably like the complaints of the black
people of Alabama and Mississippl only 10 vears ago.
after much national anguish, the remedy for the Deep
South situation was found, Congress passed the Voling
Rights Act of 1965. Not all the voting problems of
the black peeple of the South disappeared with the pas-
sage of that act. Much remains to be done, but much
progress has been made. The Voting Rights Act has
proved to bea worthwhile device for correcting historic
inequities in the voling patierns of the South.

Now, Americans of Hispanic background have called
on the Congress to Include them specifically under the
sct in those jurisdictions in which the systematic denial
of the franchise is still a way of life. The Voling Rights
Act is up for renewal this vear, and Mexican-American
oroups have asked Congress for its expansion. Reps. Her-
matt Badillo of New York, Barbara Jordan of Texas and
Fdward Roybal of California have submitted a2 bill (HR
*3552) that encompasses the needs of the Mexican-Ameri-
vans and others of Hispanic descent for relief. It would
amend the Voting Rights Acl by making it illegal to con-
ducl English-only elections in jurisdictions with Jlarge

numbers of Spanish-speaking citizens, and it would
bring in federal regisirars where large numbers of the
Spanish speaking are not registered. It would place those
jurisdietions under federal supervision until such time
as a majority of the Hispanic people had been regis
tered. And during that time, no éhdnges in the voting
procedures could be made without the consent of the
attorney general or the U. 8. District Court. Moreover,
the elections would be supervised in those areas of the
country where Mexican-Americans now feel threatened
when they attempt to vote. »

Texas and California are among the states where the
Mexican-American community is feeling the pressure
most, but there are problems elsewhere in the couniry
that eould, and should, be redressed by the expansion
of the act.

There have been expressions of concern that the
cause of eivil rights conld be harmed by this attempt to
expand the law, notably because of the guestion of
whether the Supreme Court would sustain a law that
forbids English-only election procedures, Since the Sup-
reme Court spoke on that subject last fall fNew York v
United Stotes) and said English-only elections were a
restriclive deviee against the Spanish-speaking, that con-
cern appears fo be of little consequence. In any event,
the Badillo-Tordan-Royhbal bill contains a clause that is
designed to permit a test of the new sections of the act
without endangering the whole of it, so there js litile
reason to fear losing the enlire Voting Rights Act in the
course of {rying to fashion legislative reliel for the Mexi-
can-American community.

As matters now stand, the Mexican-American Legal
Defense and Educational Fund has been fighting inch-by-
inch in the courls for relief from a variety of restrictive
devices in several stales. Even though their cause has
often been upheld, the time and expense involved in
court suits have been neediessly burdensome. The Vol-
ing Rights Act was intended to make certain that the
14th and 15th Amendments were obeyed in the case of
blacks. It's principles should be applied now in the
case of Amerieans of Hispanic descent.
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House Unit Moves to Add Areas
To Voting Rights Act Coverage

WASHINGTON, April 17 {AP)
—4A House subcommittee voted
today to add Texas and Alaska
to six Southern states whaolly
covered by the Voting Rights
Act of 1965.

An amendment to the act
;approved by a Judiciary sub-
icommittee would also add Flor-
ida, Colorado, Oklahoma, South
Dakota and Utah to 12 other
states partly covered by the
law.

! In addition, the law would
‘be broadened to cover new
‘areas of California and Arizo-

na.

Representative Herman Ba-
dillo, Democrat of the Bronx
who sponsored the proposal,
said it would extend the protec-
tion of the act to about six
million Americans of Spanish
heritage as well as to native
Alaskans, Indians and Asian-
Americans.

No part of Texas is currently
under the act. Four Alaskan
voting districts are covered.

“I think it is important that
we show the spirit of the nine-
teen-sixties is still alive in the
nineteen-seventies,” Mr, Badillo
said as the panel adopted his
proposal without dissent.

The action came as the sub-

committee began work on legis-
lation extending the Voling
Rights Act through 1985, The
law will expire in August un-
less Congress votes an éxten-
sion,

The law was designed fo
open up the electoral process
to blacks, But recent hearings
have disclosed widespread dis-
erimination apainst other min-
orities, principally Spanish-
Americans, .

Mr. Badillo said that his pv&
posal provided for Justice Des
partment review of any voting
law changes in the new juris-
dictions, That review procedure
already exists for the others.

The proposal would reguire
bilingua! ballots and other
assistance designed to help
non-English speaking minori-
ities vote.

The amendment declares that
Congress finds voting dis-
crimination against citizens of
language minorities to be “per-
vasive and national in scope.”

“Congress further finds that,
where state and local officials
conduct elections only in Eng-
lish, language-minority citizens
are excluded from partici-
pating in this electoral proc-
ess,” reads the amendment.
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VDTER PROTECTION
SPURRED IN TEXAS

Lepislature Acts as Federal
Hearings Press Extension
- of Rights Act of 1965

By ERNEST HOLSENDOLFH
Spaoial io Tha Kew Tork Times -

WASHINGTON, april 22 —
The state of Texas, faced with
the threat of being brought un-
der an expanded Federal wot-
ing rights law, has intensified
its interest in voter protection
legislation of its own.

Texas officials told the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee’'s Sub-
committee on  Constitutional
Rights that in the “past several
weeks”—since hearings beganl
on legislation to extend the|
Federal Voting Rights Act of
1965 and make it apply to
Mexican-Americans and others
of Spanish descent, as well as
blacks — the Texas Leagislature
was moving guickly on laws to)
assure the voting rights of mi-
nority groups in that state.

In a related development
today, the Civil Rights and Con-
stitutional Rights Subcommit-
tee of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee approved an expanded
voting rights hill that would
include Texas and parts of oth-|
er states for the first time.
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