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EDUCATION 

Ph.D. in Linguistics. Yale University. 2000  
 Dissertation: Topics in the Phonology and Morphology of Tuvan. 
M.A. in Slavic Languages & Linguistics. Yale University. 1996 
Magister in Slavic Philology. Jagiellonian University (Cracow, Poland). 1994 
B.A. in International Studies. School of International Studies, The American University. 1988 

RESEARCH AREAS 

Phonology Morphology 
Documentary Linguistics Linguistic Anthropology 
Language endangerment and extinction The Language-Ecology interface  
Turkic, Munda, Slavic & Malayo-Polynesian Computational modeling of language change 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Assistant Professor, Linguistics Department, Swarthmore College. 9/2006 to present. 
Visiting Assistant Professor, Linguistics Department, Swarthmore College. 9/2003 to 6/2006 
 Ð Courses taught: Intro. to Linguistics; Phonetics & Phonology; Linguistic Anthropology; 

Intro. to Cognitive Science; Field Methods; Structure of Tuvan; Senior Seminar. 
Co-founder & Director of Research, Living Tongues Institute for Endangered Languages.  

(a 501(c)(3) non-profit foundation). 2005 to present.  
Consultant, National Geographic Society Mission Programs. 7-12/2006. 
Consultant, Center for the Advanced Study of Language (CASL) Univ. of Maryland. 10/2003 to  

10/2 005 
Mellon Post-Doctoral Fellow, Linguistics Department, Swarthmore College. 9/2001 to 8/2003 
Research Affiliate, Department of Linguistics, Yale Univ. 2001-2002 
Post-Doctoral Fellow, Institute for Research in Cognitive Science, Univ. of Pennsylvania. 2000-2001 
 Ð Research on vowel harmony systems and agent-based simulations of language change 
Principal Investigator, Tofa Project, Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology (post-

doctoral appointment), Leipzig, Germany. 8/2000 to 8/2006 
 Ð Field documentation of endangered Siberian languages and cultures, development of 

digital multi-media archives, supporting indigenous language revitalization efforts 
Adjunct, Linguistics Dept., SUNY Stony Brook. Spring 2000. Taught a graduate Phonology seminar 
Visiting Instructor, Yale Univ. Fall 1999, Fall 2000 
 Ð Taught two Yale College seminars: Endangered Languages; Peoples & Cultures of Siberia 
Visiting Scholar, Tuvan Scientific Research Institute, Republic of Tuva, Russia. 1998 
Research Assistant, Haskins Laboratories, New Haven. 1997-2000 
 Ð Worked on acoustic phonetic and psycholinguistic studies (including fMRI brain imaging) 

of perception and processing of speech sounds (NICHHD-funded) 
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Teaching Assistant, Yale University. 1996-1999 
 Ð Courses assisted: Language & Mind; Language & Communication Abilities in Animals; 

Sociolinguistics.  
Research Assistant, to Prof. Stephen R. Anderson, Yale Univ. 1996-1997 
 Ð The morphosyntax of clitics (NSF-funded) 
Instructor of English (ESL), Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan, Poland. 1988-1989 

FIELDWORK & EXPEDITIONS 

2007 Aboriginal language revitalization projects, Northern Territories, Australia 
2007 Kallawaya and Uru-Chipaya languages and ethnoscience, Bolivia 
2006 Siletz Dee-ni (Oregon Athabaskan) in Siletz, Oregon 
2005, 2007 Munda languages (Ho, Remo, Sora) in Orissa State, India 
2003, 2005 Documentation of last speakers of …s in Siberia 
2000, 2002, 2004 Linguistic and ethnographic fieldwork among nomads of western Mongolia 
2000-2001 Documenting the last speakers of Tofa in Siberia 
2001 Ethnographic fieldwork in Ifugao province, northern Philippines 
1996-2003 Linguistic and Ethnographic fieldwork in the Republic of Tuva, Siberia 
1995, 1996 Documentation of two of the last speakers of Karaim (Karaj) in Lithuania 

GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS  

2008 James Michener sabbatical year grant, Swarthmore College 
2007 National Geographic Society, Mission Programs. Language Hotspots research 

(co-grantee) ($24,750) 
2006 National Geographic Society, Mission Programs (co-grantee) ($12,000) 
2005-2008 Endangered Languages Documentation Programme (ELDP), School of Oriental 

and African Studies, London. co-PI (£65,572) 
2005-2006 Center for the Advanced Study of Language, University of Maryland ($12,380) 
2000-2006 Volkswagen-Stiftung, Documentation of Endangered Languages, PI ($221,000 in 

2001-2001 and ! 588,300 in 2001-2006) 
2003 Lang Center at Swarthmore College community-based learning grant ($5,000) 
2001 Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, grant for fieldwork in 

the Philippines, PI ($4,718) 
2000 Smithsonian Institution Silk Road Project grant for fieldwork in Tuva ($2,400) 
2000 IREX Mongolia Individual Research Grant ($3,400) 
1998 IREX Individual Advanced Research Opportunities in Eurasia, grant for 

fieldwork in Tuva ($16,000) 
1995-1996 Foreign Language & Area Studies (FLAS) fellowship, at Yale Univ. ($12,000) 
1994-1996 National Security Education Program (NSEP), to study Czech at Yale University 

($18,000) 
1995-1996 American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) grant for language study in 

Vilnius, Lithuania ($2,500) 
1984 U. S. National Merit Fellowship (declined) 
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PUBLICATIONS [*REFEREED] 

in press A Brief Sketch of the Sora Language. (with G. Anderson) in The Munda Languages. 
London: Taylor and Francis. 

in press The Remo (Bonda) Language. (with G. Anderson) in The Munda Languages. 
London: Taylor and Francis. 

in press Ho and other Kherwarian Languages. (with G. Anderson & T. Osada) in The 
Munda Languages. London: Taylor and Francis. 

in press * Tofa language change and terminal generation speakers. (with G. Anderson) In 
K. D. Harrison, D. Rood & A. Dwyer (eds.) Lessons from Documented Endangered 
Languages: A World of Many Voices. London: Benjamins. 

forthcoming * Tofa language change and last generation speakers. (with G. Anderson) In A. 
Filtchenko (ed.) Proceedings of 24th Dulson Readings. Tomsk, Russia: TGPU.  

forthcoming …s Chomaktary (Middle Chulym tales). (with G. Anderson) London: SOAS. 
forthcoming * ÔNaturalÕ and obsolescent change in Tofa. (with G. Anderson) In I. Nevskaya, 

(ed.) Historical, Areal and Typological Aspects of South-Siberian Turkic. 
submitted 2007 * Siberian Hunter-Gatherers Speaking the Language of Pastoral Nomads. (with 

G. Anderson) In R. Rhodes, et al. (eds.) The Languages of Hunter-Gatherers. 
submitted 2007 Language as an emergent system. (with E. Raimy) Soundings: An Interdisciplinary 

Journal. 
forthcoming 2007 * Ethical Concerns in Documentary Linguistics, with Special Attention to 

Endangered Languages. Anthropology News. 
2007 * When Languages Die: The Extinction of the WorldÕs Languages and the Erosion of 

Human Knowledge. New York & Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
2006 Language Hotspots: Linking language extinction, biodiversity and the human 

knowledge base. (with G. Anderson) Living Tongues Institute for Endangered 
Languages Occasional Papers, 1. 

2006 * A Tuvan hero tale, with commentary, morphemic analysis and translation. 
Journal of the American Oriental Society 125(1)1-30.  

2006 * …s tili (Middle and Upper Chulym dialects): Towards a comprehensive 
documentation. (with G. Anderson) Turkic Languages. 10(1):47-71. 

2006 * Ethnography in Documentary Linguistics. In P. Austin (ed.) Language 
Documentation and Description Vol. 3 London: SOAS.  

2006 Sonority Contour Preferences in Philippine Languages. Proceedings of the 10th 
International Conference on Austronesian Linguistics. (online) 

2004 * Shaman and Bear: Siberian prehistory in two Middle Chulym texts. (with G. 
Anderson). E. Vajda (ed.) Languages and Prehistory of Central Siberia Amsterdam: 
John Benjamins. 179-198. 

2004 * South Siberian sound symbolism. In E. Vajda (ed.) Languages and Prehistory of 
Central Siberia Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 199-214. 

2004 Reduplication in Tuvan: Exponence, readjustment & phonology. (with E. Raimy) 
In MIT Working Papers in Linguistics. 

2003 * Middle Chulym: Theoretical aspects, recent fieldwork & current state. Turkic 
Languages 7(2):245-256. 

2003 Tuvan-English, English-Tuvan Dictionary. (with G. Anderson) Munich: Lincom-
Europa. 
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2003 * Emergent behaviour in phonological pattern change. (with M. Dras). In  
R. Standish et al (eds.) Artificial Life V III. 390-393. 

2003 Disparate perception of !Xoo clicks by American English, Isizulu, and Sesotho 
listeners. (with C. Best, et al). Proceedings of International Congress of Phonetic Sciences 
2002. 

2003 * Language endangerment among the Tofa. Cultural Survival Quarterly April 2003. 
53-55. 

2003 * Vowels and Vowel Harmony in Namangan Tatar. (with A. Kaun) In  
D. Holisky & K. Tuite (eds.) Current trends in Caucasian, East European &  Inner 
Asian Linguistics. London: John Benjamins. 193-206. 

2002 * Tyva-angli angli-tyva sšstŸk. (with Gregory Anderson) Republic of Tuva: TGKI . 
2002 Agent-Based Modeling of Vowel Harmony Evolution. (with M. Dras & B. 

Kapicioglu). In M. Hirotani (ed.) Proceedings of the Northeast Linguistic Society 
(NELS) 32. 

2001 * Vowel harmony. In P. Strazny (ed.) Encyclopedia of Linguistics Chicago: Fitzroy 
Dearborn. . 

2001 Tofa. Encyclopedia of the WorldÕs Minorities Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn. 
2001 Tuvan. Encyclopedia of the WorldÕs Minorities Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn. 
2001 Shor. Encyclopedia of the WorldÕs Minorities Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn. 
2001 * Patterns, pervasive patterns, and feature specification. (with A. Kaun) In T. A. 

Hall (ed.) Studies in Distinctive Feature Theory Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. . 
2001 NomadsÕ epic tales from the center of Asia: A Tuvan storyteller. Storytelling 

Magazine.  
2000 Pattern responsive lexicon optimization. (with A. Kaun) In M. Hirotani (ed.) 

Proceedings of the Northeast Linguistic Society (NELS) 30. . 
2000 The WorldÕs disappearing & endangered languages. (with D. Whalen) Microsoft 

Encartä  Online Encyclopedia 
1999 Vowel harmony and disharmony in Tuvan and Tofa. In Y. Abe, et al (eds.) 

Proceedings of Generative Linguistics in the Old World (GLOW) in Asia 2. Nagoya, 
Japan: Nanzan University.  

1999 Reduplication and harmony in Tuvan. In (ed.) Proceedings of Berkeley Linguistics 
Society 25.  

1999  Tyvan. (with Gregory Anderson) Munich: LINCOM-Europa. 
1999 Naming practices and ethnic identity in Tuva. Proceedings of CLS 35: The Panels.  
1999 Harmony and underspecification. In S. Smythe (ed.) Proceedings of the 11th Student 

Conference in linguyistics. MIT Working Papers in Linguistics 45. Boston:, MA: MIT.  
1997 Albanian special NP clitics. In L. Kaiser (ed.) Yale A-morphous Linguistics Essays.  

INVITED TEACHING 

2007  LSA.340 Methods in Documentary Linguistics: Co-taught with Nick Thieberger at 
Linguistic Society of America Summer Institute, Stanford Univ. 

2006  V ideo for linguists and language documentation. Workshop taught at Endangered 
Languages Documentation Programme. SOAS, London, June 2006. 

EDITED VOLUMES 

2009 forthcoming The Oxford Handbook of Endangered Languages (co-edited with M. Noori).  
35 chapters, 900 pp. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press. 
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2007 forthcoming Lessons from documented endangered languages: A world of many voices (co-edited with D. 
Rood and A. Dwyer). 355 pp. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 

2007 forthcoming Peoples of the World. (co-edited with W. Davis). 350 pp. Washington, DC: National 
Geographic Society Books. 

UNPUBLISHED PAPERS 

2006 Sonority Contour Preferences in Austronesian Languages. (with R. Shorey and 
K. Merow) online at www.sil.org/asia/p hilippines/i cal/p apers.html 

2005 Pattern and probability in Swahili vowel harmony. (with E. Eisenberg) 
2004 Turkic dialect variation and typology. White paper commissioned by the Center 

for the Advanced Study of Language (CASL), Univ. of Maryland. 
 
BOOKS IN PROGRESS 

in preparation Tuvan Verbal Arts: Vanishing Genres of Inner Asian Nomadic Storytelling.  
in preparation * A Grammar of Tofa, A Siberian Turkic Language. (with G. Anderson) Berlin: 

Mouton de Gruyter. 

MEDIA, DIGITAL ARCHIVING & WEB-TOOLS 

2007 The Last Speakers. NSF-funded documentary film showcasing my work on 
endangered languages of Siberia, India and Bolivia. By Ironbound Films for PBS.  

2006 Siletz Dee-ni Language Online Talking Dictionary. (www.siletz.swarthmore.edu)  
2006 Tuvan-English, English-Tuvan online talking dictionary. (www.tuvan.swarthmore.edu) 
2004 The Vowel Harmony Calculator. (http://a cad.swarthmore.edu/p honology/)  
2001-2004 Tofa Project archive. Over 140 digital video field recordings of endangered 

languages, with transcription, annotation & metadata. (www.mpi.nl/D OBES) 
2002-2002 Tofa annotated video data. (www.emeld.org/school/exhibits/t ofa/i ndex.html) 
2002 Tuvan-English Web lexicon. (www.mpi.nl/t ools/w eblex.html) (superseded) 

INVITED COLLOQUIA 

Language Extinction and Knowledge Erosion. Keynote address, Crypto-Linguistics Association 
Annual Banquet. Fort Meade, MD. 9/2007 

Las lenguas en riesgo de extincion. Ministry of Culture and Education, La Paz, Bolivia. 6/2 007 
Knowledge, sustainability and the survival of small languages. Center for European Studies, Univ. of 

North Carolina, Chapel Hill. 10/2006 
Enduring Voices: A National Geographic Society initiative linking language endangerment, 

biodiversity, & knowledge. (with C. Rainier) National Science Foundation. Washington, DC. 
9/2006 

Language hotspots: Linking biodiversity, language endangerment and the human knowledge base. 
(with G. Anderson) National Geographic Society. Washington, DC. 9/2006 

Siberian Hunter-Gatherers Speaking the Language of Pastoral Nomads. (with G. Anderson) 
Workshop on Historical Linguistics and Hunter-Gatherer Populations in Global Perspective. 
Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig, Germany. 8/2006 

Ethnography in Linguistic Fieldwork. Univ. of Chicago. 3/2006 
Vowel Harmony Systems: Variation, Probability, and Emergence. University of Colorado, Boulder.  

3/2006 
Endangered language communities and linguists. Third Revitalizing Algonquian Languages Conference. 

Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation, Connecticut. 3/2006 
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Ethnographic methods in endangered language documentation. UC Berkeley. 2/2006 
Endangered Languages: A field linguistÕs perspective. National Geographic Society. 11/2005 
Ethnographic dimensions of language documentation. LSA Summer Institute at Harvard. 7/2005 
Probability, learnability and emergence in vowel harmony. Univ. of Michigan. 4/2005 
Language documentation and emerging literacy in primary oral cultures. Eastern Michigan Univ. 4/ 

2005 
Exploring vowel harmonies. Dartmouth College. 4/2005 
Documenting endangered languages: Field methods, technologies, tools. Univ. of Chicago. 3/2004 
Modeling vowel harmony as pattern probability. Univ. of Delaware, 4/2004 
Documenting vowel harmonies in Siberia and in SWARM. Univ. of Pennsylvania, 12/2003 
Modeling phonologies as emergent systems: the case of Turkic vowel harmony. MIT, Phonology 

Circle. 3/2003 
Vowel harmony in Siberian Turkic. Williams College. 1/2003 
Tofa Phonology. Yale Univ. 2/2003 
Modeling vowel harmony evolution: An agent-based simulation. Univ. of British Columbia, 1/2002 
Modeling vowel harmony evolution: An agent-based simulation. Simon Fraser Univ., 1/2002 
Documentation, endangered languages and indigenous technologies. Plenary lecture, Finnish 

Linguistics Society Symposium, Helsinki, Finland. 8/2001 
Reduplicative word games & some consequences for distinctive feature theory. Swarthmore College. 

6/2001 
Documenting an endangered language: The Tofa project. Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary 

Anthropology. Leipzig, Germany. 4/2001 

CONFERENCE TALKS & POSTERS 

Environmentally embedded grammars and how to document them. American Anthropological 
Association. Washington, DC, 12/2007 

Knowledge, Sustainability, and the Survival of Small Languages. American Association for the 
Advancement of Science (AAAS), San Francisco, 2/ 2007 

Languages are vanishing, as we speak. Modern Language Association (MLA). Philadelphia, PA 
12/ 2006 

Defining documentary linguistics. Georgetown University Round Table on Languages and 
Linguistics. Washington, DC, 3/2006 

Ethnographically-informed, community-based documentation of endangered languages. (poster with 
G. Anderson) Linguistic Society of America, Albuquerque, NM, 1/2006 

Mapping Variation: Developing a metadata and ontology taxonomy for sociolinguistic variables. 
(with W. Rivers et al) Linguistic Society of America, Albuquerque, NM, 1/2006 

Na(t)ive orthographies and language endangerment. (poster with G. Anderson) LSA, 1/2005 
Na(t)ive Orthographies: Recent findings from Central Siberia. (with G. Anderson) PAMLA. 11/2004 
Harmony as prosody. (with E. Raimy) MOT Phonology symposium. 3/2004 
Languages are vanishing, as we speak. American Association for the Advancement of Science 

(AAAS), Seattle, 2/2004 
The Importance of endangered languages to linguistic theory: Vowel harmony. Linguistic Society of 

America. 1/2004 
Abstractness in Turkic vowel harmony systems. Linguistic Society of America. 1/2003 
The Evolution of vowel harmony: A Model and agent-based simulation. EvoLang. 3/2002 
Language endangerment and the language-ecology interface of Siberian reindeer herders. American 

Anthropological Association. Washington, DC, 12/2001 
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Altaic vowel harmony: Agree or Align? West Coast Conference on Formal Linguistics 25. 3/2 001 
Epenthesis, harmony and the emergence of ÔreserveÕ constraints. Linguistic Society of America. 

1/2001 
When the optimal output isnÕt: Velar deletion in Siberian Turkic. Linguistic Society of America. 

1/2000 
Turkic languages of the Altai-Sayan: A Report from the field. (with G. Anderson), Linguistic Society 

of America. 1/2000 
Consequences of harmony for underspecification. (with A. Kaun) Centre for General Linguistics, 

Typology and Universals Research, Berlin, Germany. Oct. 1999 
Harmony, disharmony and underspecification. 2nd Asian G.L.O.W. (Generative Linguistics in the 

Old World) Nanzan University, Nagoya, Japan, 9/1999 
Reduplication and the hidden phonology of Tuvan. SCIL 11 at University of Texas, Austin,  5/1999 
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SERVICE  

member, Cognitive Science Committee, Swarthmore College. (2002-2007);  
member (2002-2004) and chair (2005), Committee on Endangered Languages and their Preservation 

(CELP). Linguistic Society of America. 
journal article reviewer: Phonology; Linguistic Discovery; International Journal of American Linguistics; Journal 

of Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine 
conference abstracts reviewer: Penn Linguistics Colloquium, Cognitive Science Society, EuroCogSci 
grant & book proposals reviewer: National Science Foundation, Endangered Language Fund, 

Volkswagen Stiftung DoBeS (Germany), Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research, 
Cambridge University Press 

guest curator, Smithsonian Folk life Festival. Washington, D.C., July 2002 
member, Yale Graduate School Executive Committee (1997) 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

American Anthropological Association (AAA) 
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) 
American Center for Mongolian Studies (ACMS) 
Central Eurasian Studies Society (CESS) 
Cognitive Science Society (CSS) 
Linguistic Society of America (LSA) 
Modern Language Association (MLA) 
Sigma Xi 
Society for Linguistic Anthropology (SLA) 


