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Overview

Schools operate within a multifaceted and constantly shifting social and cultural context.  In the United States, historically and in the present, schools are clearly expected to contribute to the ongoing growth and development of the existing social structure.  At the same time, however, schools have always served as arenas for social and cultural conflict and have been seen as possible incubators for social change.  In this seminar, we will examine some of the intersections between schools and the larger contexts within which they function, focusing on the ways in which schools both support and challenge the dominant culture of which they are a part.

Key questions, or themes, across the semester include the following:

In what ways do schools both contribute to the maintenance of the status quo and serve as sites of social unrest and change?

What are the multiple influences on the school experience of any individual child?  How do the parts of the system within which that child lives interact?  Are some interactions and intersections more beneficial for learning and growth than others?

How do school and community structures affect the individual him or herself and the individual as a member of multiple identity groups?

How do approaches to school change, such as parent/school partnerships, critical pedagogy, multicultural education, and school-based reform fit into and challenge existing institutional structures and processes?
(Note: Readings marked with an * are on Blackboard for ED131.

Week I: (January 21) The Context of Schooling

Reading:


Carger, Chris L.  (1996)   Of  Borders and Dreams: A Mexican-American 
Experience of Urban Education.  NY: Teachers College Press.

Methods 

          *Denzin, N. and Lincoln, Y. (1994)  “Introduction: Entering the field of qualitative 

research.”  In N. Denzin and Y. Lincoln (eds.) Handbook of Qualitative Research.  Thousand Oaks: CA: Sage.

          *Richardson, L. (1997) Fields of Play.  NJ: Rutgers University Press, pp. 9-22.

Week II: (January 28) The Qualitative Study of Schooling

Readings:

     Read one, skim another (from two different categories):


Personal narrative:


Michie, G. (1999) Holler if You Hear Me.  NY: Teachers College Press.





OR


Kaiser, G. (1988)  No Place But Here. Hanover, NH: University Press of New England.


Journalistic accounts:

Maran, Meredith (2001) Class Dismissed.  NY: St. Martin’s Griffin


Ethnography:
Brantlinger, Ellen (1993) The Politics of Social Class in Secondary School.  NY: 
Teachers College Press.

      Everyone read:

          *Wolf, D. (1996) “Situating feminist dilemmas in fieldwork.” In D. Wolf (ed.) 

Feminist Dilemmas in Fieldwork.  NY: Westview Press.

Week III: (February 4) School and Society: The Aims of Education

Readings:

          *Carnoy, Martin and Levin, Henry (1993)  "Contradictions in education," in  
Shapiro, H., and Purpel, D. (eds)  Critical Social Issues in American Education.  
NY: Longman.

          *Martin, Jane  Roland (1993)  "Becoming educated: A journey of alienation or 
integration?"  in Shapiro, H., and Purpel, D. (eds)  Critical Social Issues in 
American Education.  NY: Longman.

Rodriguez, Richard (1988)  Hunger of Memory: The Education of Richard Rodriguez.  NY: Bantam Books. 
          *Dewey, John (1916)  Democracy and Education.  NY: Free Press. Chapters 1 and 

7. 
          *Freire, P. (1972) Pedagogy of the Oppressed.  NY: Herder and Herder.  Chapter 2.

          *Hirsh, E. D. (1987) Cultural Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know.  

Boston: Houghton Mifflin.  Chapters 1, 4, 5.

        *Greene, Maxine (1993) “The passions of pluralism: Multiculturalism and the 
expanding community.”  In Perry, T. and Fraser, J.  Freedom's Plow.  NY: 
Routledge.

 *Kannapel, P. and DeYoung, A. (1999) The rural school problem in 1000: A review and critique of the literature.  Journal of Research in  Rural Education.  15(2), pp. 67-79.


Week IV: (February 11) Education and Culture: Different Perspectives

Reading:

           *Bruner, Jerome (1996)  The Culture of Education.  Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press.  Preface, Chapters 1 (optional) and 3 (required).


Ladson-Billings, Gloria (1994)  The Dreamkeepers.  San Francisco: Jossey Bass.

*Deyhle, D. and Margonis, F. (1995)  "Navajo mothers and daughters: Schools, jobs and the family."  Anthropology and Education Quarterly 26(2), 135-167.

          *hooks, bell (1989) "Keeping close to home: Class and education."  In Talking 
Back, Boston, MA: South End Press.

 *Eisenhart, M. (2001)  “Changing conceptions of culture and ethnographic methodology.”  In Richardson, V. (ed.) Handbook of Research on Teaching.  Washington, DC: American Educational Research Association.

 *Tabachnick, B. and Bloch, M. (1995)  “Learning in and out of school: Critical perspectives on the theory of cultural compatibility.”  In Suvadner, B. and Lubeck, S. (eds.) Children and Families at Promise.  Albany, NY: SUNY Press.

 *Ogbu, J. (2000) “Understanding cultural diversity and learning.”  In Levinson, B. (ed.) Schooling the Symbolic Animal.  NY: Rowman and Littlefield.  pp. 190-206.

Week V: (February 18)  School, Home and Community

Reading:

Heath, Shirley Brice  (1983) Ways With Words.  NY: Cambridge Press.  Skim chapters 1 and 2, read chapters 2-8.

Bryk, A. and Schneider, B. (2002) Trust in Schools.  NY: Russell Sage Foundation.

Week VI (February 25) School, Home and Community
    
Lareau, A. (2000) Home Advantage: Social Class and Parental Intervention in Elementary Education.  Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield.  


Valdes, G. (1996) Con Respeto.  NY: Teachers College Press.

Week VII (March 3) The Culture of School

Readings:


Olsen, L. (1997) Made in America.  NY: New Press.

Peshkin, Alan. (2001) Permissible Advantage: The Moral Consequences of Elite Schooling.  NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum, Assoc.

Week VIII: (March 17) Project work week – no class
Reading:

 *Richardson, L. (1997)  Fields of Play.  NJ: Rutgers University Press.  Pp. 131-153.

4:15 p.m.  Looking Beyond Brown: What we will – and won’t – hear on it’s 50th anniversary.  Lecture by Jack Dougherty ’87.  Science Center 101.

Week IX: (March 24) Working in Schools - Teaching

Readings:

            *Grant, G. and Murray, C.  Teaching in America. Boston: Harvard University Press. Chapters 2-4, pp. 10-75.

Ellsworth, E. (1997)  Teaching Positions.    NY: Teachers College Press.  Introduction, Chapters 1-3, 8, 9.

          *Britzman, D. (1991)  Practice Makes Practice.  Albany: State University of New York Press.  Chapters 1 and 2.

 *Smulyan, L. (in press) Choosing to Teach: Reflections on Gender and Social Change.  Teachers College Record.
Week X: (March 31)  School and Identity: The Construction of Self in a Social Context

Readings: 

Ferguson, A. (2000) Bad Boys: Public Schools in the Making of Black Masculinity.  Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press.

Lee, Stacey (1996) Unraveling the "Model Minority" Stereotype: Listening to Asian American Youth.  NY: Teachers College Press.


\

Week XI (April 7) School and Identity: The Construction of Self in a Social Context

Readings:

Luttrell, W. (2003) Pregnant Bodies, Fertile Minds.  NY: Routledge.

Epstein, D. and  Johnson, R.  (1998) Schooling Sexualities.  Buckingham, England: Open University Press.  Chapters 5-8.

            *Kumashiro, K. (2001) “Queer students of color and antiracist, antiheterosexist education: Paradoxes of identity and activism.”  In Kumashiro, K. (ed.) Troubling  Intersections of Race and Sexuality.  Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield.

Week XII: (April 14) Project work week – no class.


Draft of report due on Friday April 16th to Lisa.


Final draft of whole project due Wednesday May 5th.

Week XIII: (April 21) Reconstructing Classroom and School Culture

Readings: 

   *Nieto, S. (1999) “Multiculturalism , Social Justice, and Critical Teaching.”  In Shor, I. and Pari, C. (eds.) Education is Politics.  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

          *Ellsworth, E. (1989)  "Why doesn't this feel empowering?  Working through the 

repressive myths of critical pedagogy."  Harvard Education Review, 59(3)  pp. 297-324.

          *Sleeter, Christine and McLaren, P. (eds) (1995)  Multicultural Education, Critical 

Pedagogy and the Politics of Difference.  NY: SUNY Press.  Introduction, chapters 

5 and 13.

            *Steinberg, S. and Kinchloe, J.  (2001)  “Setting the context for critical multi/interculturalism: The power blocs of class elitism, white supremacy, and patriarchy.”  In  Steinberg, S. (ed.) Multi/Intercultural Conversations.  NY: Peter Lang.

          *Scholl, L. (2001) “Narratives of hybridity and the challenge to multicultural education.” In Kumashiro, K. (ed.) Troubling  Intersections of Race and Sexuality.  Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield.

 *Greene, M. (1995)  Releasing the Imagination.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.  Chapter 14, pp. 185-198.


Examples:

          *Athanases, Steven (1996)  "A gay-themed lesson in an ethnic literature curriculum: 
Tenth graders' responses to 'Dear Anita'"  Harvard Educational Review, 66(2).  
pp. 231-256

*Johnson, J. (1999) “Life after death: Critical pedagogy in an urban community.” In   Shor, I. and Pari, C. (eds.) Education is Politics.  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.  Chapter 2.

 *Bigelow, W. (1999)  “The human lives behind the labels: The global sweatshop, Nike, and the race to the bottom.” In Shor, I. and Pari, C. (eds.) Education is Politics.  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.  Chapter 10.

 *Dilg, M. (2003)  Thriving in the Multicultural Classroom.”  NY: Teachers College Press.  Chapter 6.

          *Sylvester, S. (1994) "Elementary school curricula and urban transformation."  Harvard Education Review, 64(3), pp. 309-331.

 *Brenner, M.  (1998) “Adding cognition to the formula for culturally relevant instruction in mathematics.”  Anthropology and Education Quarterly.  29(2).  214-244.

 *Fine, M. Anand, B., Jordan, C. and Sherman, D. (2000) “Before the bleach gets us all.”  In M. Fine and L. Weiss (eds.) Construction Sites.  NY: Teachers College Press. 
    *Sleeter, C. (1996)  “Teaching Science for Social Justice.  Chapter 9 in  Multicultural Education as Social Activism.  Albany: SUNY Press.  Chapter 9.

Barton, A. (2003) Teaching Science for Social Justice.  NY: Teachers College Press.

Week XIV: (April 28) Reconstructing Classroom and School Culture 

Readings:

Lieberman, A., ed. (1995) The Work of Restructuring Schools: Building from the Ground Up.  Teachers College Press.  Chapters 1 and 8, then choose 2 cases (Chapters 2-7).

Lipman, P. (1998) Race, Class and Power in School Restructuring.  Albany, NY: SUNY Press

Seminar Process and Products

1. Each week, two or three people will write seminar papers based on that week's reading (and any relevant work from previous weeks).  Specific topics or approaches are up to the individual; Lisa will be happy to meet with you to consult about this.  Papers must be completed and available on the class server by Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. for others to read.  These papers will form the basis for a good part of our class discussion.  An alternative is to come up with an activity, case study, or some other way of helping the group examine key ideas or issues.  

2. Over the course of the semester, you will choose two of the papers you write for class discussion, revise them, and turn them in for a grade.  If you have chosen to do an activity of some kind, you can write a paper reflecting on the issues raised.  These papers must be completed within two weeks of the presentation to the group.  Grades will be deducted for late work.

3. Fieldwork – projects to be discussed.  You will write a paper that uses your fieldwork journal and examines the experience using both methodological and other materials from the course.  

4. Education Week.  Each week, one member of the seminar will be responsible for leading a 30 minute discussion on one or two articles in Education Week.  You will need to let us know by Tuesday which articles you would like us to read. 
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