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Overview

This course draws primarily on materials in educational sociology and critical pedagogy to examine the multiple levels at which schools operate in society, examining the ways in which schools both support and challenge the dominant culture of which they are a part.  The course aims to help you develop a critical perspective on classrooms and schools focusing in particular on 1) the ways in which people look at and study educators and educational institutions; 2) the relationship between individuals (students, teachers, administrators, parents) and institutions; and 3) the relationships among individuals, institutions and the larger society within which they operate.

Notes on Readings:  Most of the assigned books are available in the Bookstore.  Books can also be found in the Educational Materials Center (Pearson 204) and on General Reserve or the ED131 Honors Reserve shelf in McCabe Library.  Books in the Materials Center are located on one shelf marked School and Society and are not to be removed from the EMC.  The Materials Center is open from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. most weekdays and on Sunday afternoons and evenings.  Readings marked with an * are on ereserve (http://trires.brynmawr.edu/coursepage.asp?cid=850).  Most of them are also in books located on General Reserve if you prefer reading them there.  The course password for ereserves is society.

Week I (September 4) - Introduction

Week II (September 11) - Looking at Schools

 Lightfoot, S. (2000) The Good High School, NY:  Basic Books. "Origins:  Art and Science," and Chapter 3, Highland Park High School, pp. 3-29 and 121-149.  

 Kidder, T. (1989)  Among Schoolchildren, Boston:  Houghton Mifflin,.  pp. 3-53.

 Michie, G. (1999) Holler if You Hear Me.  NY: Teachers College Press.  pp. 1-65. 

Olsen, L. (1997) Made in America.  NY: New Press. Introduction and chapters 1, 2, and 3.

Week III: (September 18) School and Society: The Aims of Education

          *Carnoy, Martin and Levin, Henry (1993)  "Contradictions in education," in  
Shapiro, H., and Purpel, D. (eds)  Critical Social Issues in American Education.  
NY: Longman.

          *Dewey, John (1916)  Democracy and Education.  NY: Free Press. Chapters 1 and 

7. 
          *Freire, P. (1972) Pedagogy of the Oppressed.  NY: Herder and Herder.  Chapter 2.

 *Hirsh, E. D. (1987) Cultural Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know.  

Boston: Houghton Mifflin.  Chapters 1, 4, 5.

 *Greene, Maxine (1993) The passions of pluralism: Multiculturalism and the expanding community.  In Perry, T. and Fraser, J.  Freedom's Plow.  NY: Routledge.
       *Apple, M. (1993) Official Knowledge.  Routledge.  Chapter 3, pp. 44-63.

Week IV: (September 25) Education and Culture

*Deyhle, D. and Margonis, F. (1995)  "Navajo mothers and daughters: Schools, jobs and the family."  Anthropology and Education Quarterly 26(2), 135-167.

          *hooks, bell (1989) "Keeping close to home: Class and education."  In Talking 
Back, Boston, MA: South End Press.

    *Nieto, S. (2002) Language, Culture and Teaching.  Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.  Introduction, pp. 1-24.
 *Tabachnick, B. and Bloch, M. (1995)  “Learning in and out of school: Critical perspectives on the theory of cultural compatibility.”  In Swadner, B. and Lubeck, S. (eds.) Children and Families at Promise.  Albany, NY: SUNY Press.

 *Ogbu, J. (2000) “Understanding cultural diversity and learning.”  In Levinson, B. (ed.) Schooling the Symbolic Animal.  NY: Rowman and Littlefield.  pp. 190-206.

  Week V: (October 2)  School, Home and Community
Lareau, A. (2000) Home Advantage: Social Class and Parental Intervention in Elementary Education.   Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield.  Chapters 1-4, 6, 8.  

Biklen, S.  (1995) School Work: Gender and the Cultural Construction of Teaching.  Teachers College Press.  Chapter 6, pp. 126-142.

Week VI (October 9) School, Home and Community
   
Chavkin, N. (ed.)  (1993)  Families and Schools in a Pluralistic Society. SUNY Press. Chapter 1 (Moles), pp. 21-52, one chapter from Part II (Current Research) and one chapter from Part II (Practice Perspectives).

    *Honig, M., Kahne, J. and McLaughlin, M. (2001) “School-community connections: Strengthening opportunity to learn and opportunity to teach.”  In Richardson, V. (ed.)   Handbook of Research on Teaching.  Washington, DC: American Educational Research Association.

Week VII (October 23) - School Culture

 *Powell, A., Farrar, E. and Cohen, D.  Shopping Mall High School, Chapter 1, pp. 8-65.

Lightfoot, S. (2000)  The Good High School, Chapter 1 OR 4, pp. 29-55 and 150-218.

 *Epstein, D. and  Johnson, R.  (1998) Schooling Sexualities.  Buckingham, England: Open University Press.  Chapter 5.

 *Patthye-Chavez, G. (1993) "High school as an arena for cultural conflict and acculturation for Latino Angelinos," Anthropology and Education Quarterly, 24(1) p.  33-60.

Week VIII (October 30) - A Separate Peace: Private schools

Lightfoot, S. (2000)  The Good High School, Chapter 5 OR 6, pp. 221-305.

 *Coleman, J. and Hoffer, T. (1987) Public and Private High Schools.  NY: Basic Books.  Chapters 1 and 2, pp. 3-56.

*Powell, A. G. (1990)  "The conditions of teachers' work in independent schools." In McLaughlin, Talbert and Bascia, The Contexts of Teaching in Secondary Schools, NY:  Teachers College Press. Chapter 4, pp. 111-141.

  *Proweller, A. (1998) Constructing Female Identities.  Albany, NY: SUNY Press.  Chapter 2.

   *Bryk, A., (1995)  “Lessons from Catholic high schools on renewing our educational institutions” in Halliman, M. (ed) Restructuring Schools: Promising Practices and Policies.  NY: Plenum Press.  pp. 81-98.

Week IX (November 6) - Classroom Culture

 *Fine, M. Anand, B., Jordan, C. and Sherman, D. (2000) “Before the bleach gets us all.”  In M. Fine and L. Weiss (eds.) Construction Sites.  NY: Teachers College Press.

 *Powell, Farrar and Cohen (1985)  Shopping Mall High School, Boston: Houghton Mifflin. Chapter 2 , pp. 66-117.

 *McLaughlin and Talbot  (2001)  Professional Communities and the Work of High School Teaching.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  Chapter 2, pp. 13-39.

Week X (November 13) - Working in Schools I

  *Grant, G. and Murray, C.  Teaching in America. Boston: Harvard University Press. Chapters 2-4, pp. 10-75.

    *Britzman, D. (1991)  Practice Makes Practice.  Albany: State University of New York Press.  Chapters 1 and 2.

          *Metz, M. H. (1990) "How social class differences shape teachers' work," in McLaughlin et al. (eds)   The Contexts of Teaching in Secondary School, NY: Teachers College Press. Chapter 3, pp. 40-110.

  *Khayatt, M. (1992) Lesbian Teachers: An Invisible Presence.  SUNY Press.  Chapters 6 and 8, pp. 145-172, 203-226.

Week XI (November 20) - Working in Schools II

Biklen, S. (1995) School Work: Gender and the Cultural Construction of Teaching.  Teachers College Press.  Chapters 1, 2, (3 optional) 7, 8

 *King, J. (2000) “The problem(s) of men in early education.”  Lesko, N. (ed.) Masculinities at School.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.  pp.3-26.

 *Foster, M.  “Resisting racism: Personal testimonies of African American teachers."  in L. Weiss and M. Fine (eds.) Beyond Silenced Voices.  Albany: SUNY Press.  pp. 273-288. 

Smulyan, L. (2000) Balancing Acts.  Albany, NY: State University of New York Press.  Introduction, Chapter 1, one case (chapter 3, 4, or 5), and Chapter 6.

Week XII: (November 27) Reconstructing Classrooms

          *Sleeter, Christine and McLaren, P. (eds) (1995)  Multicultural Education, Critical 

Pedagogy and the Politics of Difference.  NY: SUNY Press.  Introduction, chapters 

5 and 13.

 *Steinberg, S. and Kinchloe, J.  (2001)  “Setting the context for critical multi/interculturalism: The power blocs of class elitism, white supremacy, and patriarchy.”  In  Steinberg, S. (ed.) Multi/Intercultural Conversations.  NY: Peter Lang

 *Scholl, L. (2001) “Narratives of hybridity and the challenge to multicultural education.” In Kumashiro, K. (ed.) Troubling  Intersections of Race and Sexuality.  Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield.

          *Ellsworth, E. (1989)  "Why doesn't this feel empowering?  Working through the 

repressive myths of critical pedagogy."  Harvard Education Review, 59(3)  pp. 297-324


Examples:

          *Athanases, Steven (1996)  "A gay-themed lesson in an ethnic literature curriculum: 
Tenth graders' responses to 'Dear Anita'"  Harvard Educational Review, 66(2).  
pp. 231-256

          *Sylvester, S. (1994) "Elementary school curricula and urban transformation."  Harvard Education Review, 64(3), pp. 309-331.

        *Sleeter, C. (1996) Multicultural Education as Social Activism.  Albany: SUNY Press.  Chapter 9.
 *Brenner, M.  (1998) “Adding cognition to the formula for culturally relevant instruction in mathematics.”  Anthropology and Education Quarterly.  29(2).  214-244.

Week XIII (December 4) Reconstructing Schools

 Lieberman, A., ed. (1995) The Work of Restructuring Schools: Building from the Ground Up.  Teachers College Press.  Chapters 1 and 8, then choose 2 cases (Chapters 2-7).

Books ordered at the Bookstore:

Biklen, S. School Work

Chavkin, N. Families and Schools in a Pluralistic Society

Kidder, T. Among Schoolchildren
Ladson-Billings, G. The Dream Keepers
Lareau, A. Home Advantage
Lieberman, A.  The Work of Restructuring Schools
Lightfoot, S.L.  Good High School
Michie, G.  Holler If You Hear Me

Olsen, L. Made in America
Smulyan, L. Balancing Acts
Course requirements

1. Reflection piece (15%)


The work you read and discuss in this course, will, I believe, cause you to rethink some of your own schooling experiences.  At the end of Week IV, you will write a short (3-5 page) reflection piece on a single event or issue in your own educational background.  You will write a very brief description of the event or issue and then choose 2-3 authors from those whose work you have read to this point in the course and use them to help you reflect on and analyze that experience.  Due Friday, October 4th.

2. Case Study/Midterm (25%)

For the midterm, you will finish reading the book you started during the second week of the course and then write a 4-5 page take home analysis of that case study.  Due Friday, November 1st, 5:00 p.m.

3. Interview paper (25%)


One of the areas we examine in this course is the school as a workplace.  For this paper you will do a life/career history interview with a K-12 teacher or administrator (we will develop interview protocols as a class) and then write an analysis of that person’s experiences using appropriate materials from the course.  You may, if you have the opportunity, also shadow that person for a day or two to gain additional insight into his or her work life and the institutional context within which he/she works.  Due Friday December 6th, 5:00 p.m.

4. Final (25%) - to be arranged.

