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Overview


This course explores some of the major issues and debates in the field of gender and education.  In it, we first examine the social construction of gender in theory and in the context of schools and classrooms.  Using those frameworks, we then focus on issues of educational policy that emerge in the study of gender and education, including issues of access, equity, and sexuality in schools.  In the final section of the course we explore issues of school and classroom practice and investigate the gendered nature of teaching.  We conclude with reflections on what theories, policies and practices can contribute to a reconsideration of effective schooling for girls and boys.


Any study of gender in education necessitates a concurrent study of issues of race, class, ethnicity and sexuality.  This course draws primarily on work carried out in the United States, but also uses research conducted in Great Britain and Australia.  In it, students will examine their own schooling experience, use what they have learned to critique popular texts in the field, and carry out research in order to explore a topic in more depth.

Note on readings

Readings are notated as follows:

Books or journal issues, listed by author or journal title, on General Reserve or     

  EMC and available in the bookstore.


  *Blackboard


**Blackboard and book on General Reserve/ in EMC.

Week 1: (August 31/September 2) Gendered stories in education

Freedman, Samuel. (1990)  Small Victories.  Harper Collins.

Keiser, Garrett (1988, 1996) No Place But Here.  University Press of New 


England.

Qoyawayma, Polinagaysi (1964) No Turning Back.  University of New 


Mexico Press.

hooks, bell (1997) Bone Black.  Henry Holt and Co.

Assignment 1 - Autobiography assignment: .  Post on Blackboard by September 8th and bring a hard copy to class September 9th.
FRAMEWORKS

Week II: (September 7 and 9) Conceptualizing Gender

**Connell, R. (2000) The Men and the Boys.  Berkeley: University of California Press.  Chapters 1 and 2.
Thorne, B.(2002)  Do boys and girls have different cultures?  The Jossey Bass Reader on Gender in Education.  San Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass.  Pp.125-152.

**Walkerdine, V.  (1994) Femininity as performance.  In L. Stone(ed) The Education Feminist Reader.  NY: Routledge.
**West and Zimmerman (1998) Doing gender.  Clinchy, B. and Norem, T. (eds) The Gender and  Pscyhology Reader.  NY: New York University Press.  Chapter 6.  104-124.

*Davies, B. (1989) Frogs Snails and Feminist tales: Preschool children and gender. Australia: Allen and Unwin.  Chapter 1.

Week III: (September 14 and 16)  The construction of gender (and race and ethnicity) in schools and classrooms

**Connell, R. (2000) The Men and the Boys.  Berkeley: University of California Press.  Chapter 9.

Ferguson, A. (2002) Naughty by nature. The Jossey Bass Reader on Gender in Education.  San Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass.  Chapter 25.  

**Davis, J.E. (2001) Transgressing the masculine: African American boys and the failure of schools.   In Martino, W. (ed.) What About the Boys?.  Buckingham, England: Open University Press.  Chapter 10.

**Mandel, L. and Shakeshaft, C. (2000) Heterosexism in middle school. Lesko, N. (ed.) Masculinities at School.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.  Chapter 4, pp.75-103.

Presentation of research questions.

Week IV: (September 21 and 23)  The construction of gender in schools and classrooms

Brown, L. M. (2002) Madgirl in the classroom.  The Jossey Bass Reader on Gender in Education.  San Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass.
*Grant, L. (1992) Race and the schooling of young girls.  In J. Wrigley (ed) Education and Gender Equality.  London: Falmer Press.  chapter 5. 91-114.

*Deyhle, D. and Margonis, F. (1995)  Navajo mothers and daughters: Schools, jobs and the family.  Anthropology and Education Quarterly.  26(2).  135-167.

*Lopez, N. (2002)  Rewriting race and gender high school lessons: Second generation Dominicans in New York City.  Teachers College Record.  104(6) 1187-1203.

Presentation of research questions.

Week V:  (September 28 and 30) Schooling, sexuality, and sex education

**Epstein, D.  Boyz’ own stories: masculinities and sexualities in schools   In Martino, W. (ed.) What about the boys.  England: Open University Press.  Chapter 7. 96-109.

**Weis, L. (2000) Learning to speak out in an abstinence-based sex education group: Gender and race work in an urban magnet school.  Fine, M. and Wise, L.  (Ed)  Construction Sites: Excavating race, class and gender among urban youth.  Teachers College Press. Chapter 2, 26-49.

Fine, M. (2002 ) Sexuality, schooling and adolescent females: The missing discourse of desire. The Jossey Bass Reader on Gender in Education.  San Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass.

*Stein, N. (1995) Sexual harassment in school: The public performance of gendered violence.  Harvard Educational Review.  65(2).  145-162.

Assignment #2: Reflecting on popular literature, Due Monday October 4th.

POLICY

Week VI: (October 5 and 7) Historical perspectives

Woolf, V (1963) Three Guineas. Harcourt Brace. Chapter 1

*Perkins, L. (1997) The African American female elite: The early history of African American women in the Seven Sister Colleges, 1880-1960.  Harvard Educational Review.  67(4).  718-756.

*Almeida, D. (1997) The hidden half: A history of native American women’s education.  Harvard Educational Review.  67(4).  757-771.

**Ihle, E. (1990) “Black women's education in the south: The dual burden of sex and race.”  In Antler and Biklen (eds) Changing Education.  SUNY Press.  pp. 69-80

Choose from:

**Thomas, M. Carey.  (1965)   "Education for women and for men," and "The Bryn Mawr Woman," In B. Cross, ed. The Educated Woman in America, (pp. 139-154). NY:  Teachers College Press.

**Willard, Emma. (1981).  "Sketch of a female seminary," In Kersey, Classics in the Education of Girls and Women, NJ:  Scarecrow Press.

**Lyon, Mary.  (1981).  "Principles and design of the Mount Holyoke Female Seminary," In Kersey, Classics in the Education of Girls and Women. NJ:  Scarecrow Press.

**Beecher, Catherine. (1965).  "The education of female teachers." In Cross, The Educated Woman in America,. NY:  Teachers College Press.  67-75.

Week VII: (October 19 and 21) Gender and Equity

Tyack. D. and Hansot, E.  (2002) Feminists discover the hidden injuries of coeducation. The Jossey Bass Reader on Gender in Education.  San Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass.  Chapter 2, 12-50.

Wehmeyer, M. and Schwartz, M. (2001)  Research on gender bias in special education services. In Rousso, H. and Wehmeyer, M. (eds) Double Jeopardy: Addressing gender equity in special education.  Albany, NY: SUNY Press.  Chapter 12, 271-287.

*Koch, J. and Irby, B. (2002) Defining and redefining gender equity in education.  Information Age Publishing.  Chapter 1.

*Spencer, R., Porche, M. and Tolman, D. (2003)  We’ve come a long way – maybe: New challenges for gender equity in education.  Teachers College Record, 105(9).  1774-1807.
Week VIII: (October 26 and 28)  Single sex education

Salamone, R. (2003) Same Different Equal. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. 

**Reichert, M. (2000) Disturbances of difference: Lessons from a boys’ school. Fine, M. and Wise, L.  (Ed)  Construction Sites: Excavating race, class and gender among urban youth.  Teachers College Press. Chapter 15, 259-273.

Interim project reports due in class this week.

Week IX: (November 2 and 4) Gender, families and schools

*Biklen, S. (1995)  School Work: Gender and the Cultural Construction of Teaching.  NY: Teachers College Press.  Chapter 6: Teachers’ perspectives on mothers’ gaze.  

*Stevens, M. (2001)  Kingdom of Children: Culture and Controversy in the Homeschooling Movement.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.  Chapter 3: Natural mothers, godly women.

*Luttrell, W. (1992) Working class women’s ways of knowing: Effects of gender, race, and class.  In Wrigley, J. (1992)  Education and Gender Equality.  London: Falmer Press.  Chapter 9.  173-191.

*Lareau, A. (1992)  Gender differences in parent involvement in schooling. In Wrigley, J. (1992)  Education and Gender Equality.  London: Falmer Press.  Chapter 11.  207-227.

*Casper, V. and Schultz, S. (1999)  Gay Parents/ Straight Schools.  NY: Teachers College Press.  Chapters 3 and 4.

PRACTICE
Week X: (November 9 and 11) Gender and achievement

Everyone read:

*Murphy, P. Assessment and gender.  In Moon, B., Mayes, A. and Hutchinson, S. (eds.) Teaching, Learning and the Curriculum in Secondary Schools.  London: Open University Press.

*Conchas, G. and Noguera, P. (2004) Understanding the exceptions: How small schools support the achievement of academically successful Black boys.  In Way, N. and Chu, j. (eds.)  Adolescent Boys.  NY: New York University Press.  Chapter 15.  317-337.

Choose from the list below depending on your focus in Assignment #3

*Fordham, S. (2001)  Why can’t Sonya ( and Kwame) fail math?  In Watkins, W.H., Lewis, J. H. and Choie, V. (eds.) Race and Education.  Boston: Allyn and Bacon.  Chapter 9.  140-158.

**Hall, C. and Coles, M. (2001) Boys, books and breaking boundaries: Developing literacy in and out of school.  In Martino, W. and Meyenn, B. (eds) What about the Boys?  Buckingham, England: Open University Press. Chapter 15, 211-221.

*Harding, J. (1996) Girls’ achievement in science and technology – implications for pedagogy? Murphy, P. and Gipps, C. (1996) Equity in the Classroom: Towards Effective Pedagogy for Girls and Boys.  London: Falmer Press.  Chapter 9.

Clewell, B. and Ginorio, A.  (2002) Examining women’s progress in the sciences from the perspective of diversity. The Jossey Bass Reader on Gender in Education.  San Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass.  Chapter 26, 609-643.

*Lee, S. (1997) The road to college: Hmong American women’s pursuit of higher education.  Harvard Educational Review.  67(4) 803-826.

*Fennema, E.(1996) Mathematics, gender and research.  In Hanna, G. (ed) Towards Gender Equity in Mathematics Education.  Netherlands: Kluwar Academic Publishers.  Chapter 1, 9-26.
Assignment #3: Gender and curriculum.  Due: Monday, November 15th.

Week XI: (November 16 and 18) Curriculum 

*Mills, M.(2001)  Challenging Violence in Schools.  Buckingham, England: Open University Press. Chapter 3

**Kuzmic, J.  (2000) Textbooks, knowledge , and masculinity.   In Lesko, N.  Masculinities at School.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.  Chapter 5, 105-126.






OR

*Sleeter, Christine and Grant, Carl (1991)  "Race, class, gender and disability in current textbooks," in Apple and Christian Smith (eds) The Politics of the Textbook.  London: Routledge, Chapman and Hall.  pp. 78-110

**Martin, J. R. (1995)  The radical future of gender enrichment.  In Gaskell, J. and Willensky, J.  Gender In/forms Curriculum.  NY: Teacher’s College Press.

*Sumara, D. and Davis, B.  (1999) Interrupting heteronormativity: Toward a queer curriculum theory.  Curriculum Inquiry 29(2)  191-208

Week XII: (November 23) Pedagogy

*Mills, M. .(2001)  Challenging Violence in Schools.  Buckingham, England: Open University Press. Chapter 4.

 Fisher, B. (2001) No Angel in the Classroom.  Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield.  





OR

Rensenbrink. C. (2001)  All in Our Places: Feminist challenges in elementary classrooms.  Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield.

Week XIII: (November 30 and December 2) Gender and teaching

**Foster, Michelle (1993)  "Resisting racism: Personal testimonies of African American teachers.  In L. Weiss and M. Fine (eds.) Beyond Silenced Voices.  Albany: SUNY Press.  pp. 273-288.

*Smulyan, L. (2004) Choosing to teach: Reflections on gender and social change.  Teachers College Record.  106(3).  544-573.

**King, J. (2000) “The problem(s) of men in early education.”  Lesko, N. (ed.) Masculinities at School.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.  pp.3-26.

**Berrill, D. and Martino, W. (2002)  ‘Pedophiles and deviants’: Exploring issues of sexuality, masculinity and normalization in the lives of male teacher candidates.  Getting Ready for Benjamin.  Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield.

*Rensenbrink, C. (1996)  What difference does it make?  The story of a lesbian teacher.  Harvard Educational Review, 66(2).  pp. 257-270.

December 7th: Project presentations


Final papers due December 10th.

Assignments

Assignment  #1:  Autobiography assignment 

One goal of this course is to integrate experience, theory, and research.  To facilitate this process, your first written assignment is to write part of an educational autobiography.  You may choose to write chronologically or thematically; either way, be sure to have some organizing ideas that allow you to develop a thesis and introduction and lead toward a conclusion.  The paper should be more than just a story, although you do not have to use outside readings and discussion to analyze your experiences at this point.  The paper should be approximately five pages long.  Post on Blackboard by September 8th and bring a hard copy to class September 9th.

Assignment #2: Reflecting on popular Literature 


Choose one book from the list provided (or have one of your own choosing okayed by Lisa) of popular literature read by parents and teachers.  Use the frameworks developed in the first five weeks of the course to critique the book.  Due: Monday October 4th.

Assignment #3: Gender and curriculum

Choose an area of the curriculum, such as math,  science, literacy, the arts, physical education, etc.  Read an additional book or series of 3-4 articles in this area.  (I will provide suggestions or you can propose your own reading list.)  Write a paper exploring how an analysis of gender could – or should – affect a teacher’s approach to teaching in this field.  Due: Monday November 15th.

Assignment #4: Final project

Early in the semester, you will develop a question or set of questions in the field of gender and education.  These questions will be presented to the class during Week 3 or 4 of the course.  You will then choose a site within which you can collect data relevant to your question (a k-8 classroom or school, a college classroom or site, a preschool or day care center, etc.) and negotiate entry.  You will collect data through participant observation, interviews, and document analysis.  An interim report (statement of purpose, methods, data collection so far) is due in class the week of October 26th.  Write a paper that draws on course literature where appropriate in which you restate your question, describe your research methods and process, analyze your data, and draw some conclusions about the question posed.  You will present your project in some form (poster, power point, etc.) to the class on December.  Final paper due December 10th.

ED61 Gender and Education

Popular literature in gender and education

Bornstein, K. (1995)  Gender outlaw.  Vintage Books.

Gurian, M. (1997)  The wonder of boys: What parents, mentors and educators can do to shape boys into exceptional men.  J. P. Tarcher.

Gurian, M. (2002) The wonder of girls: Understanding the hidden nature of our daughters.  Pocket Star.

Kindlon, D.J., Thompson, M. (2000) Raising Cain: Protecting the emotional life of boys.  New York: Ballantine Books.

Lamb, S. (2002) The secret lives of girls: What good girls really do – sex play, aggression and their guilt.  NY: Free Press.

Piper, M. (1995)  Reviving Ophelia: Saving the selves of adolescent girls.  New York: Ballantine Books.

Pollack, W. S. (1999) Real boys: Rescuing our sons from the myths of boyhood.  Owl Books.

Pollack, W.S. and Shuster, T.  (2000) Real boys’ voices.  NY: Random House, Inc.

Shandler, S. (1999) Ophelia speaks.  Perennial.

Simmons, R.  (2002) Odd girl out.  Harcourt. 

Sommers, C. (2000) The war against boys: How misguided feminism is harming our young men.  New York: Simon and Schuster.

Thomson, M. and Grace. C.  (2002)  Best friends, worst enemies: Understanding the social lives of children.  NY: Ballantine.

Wiseman, R. (2002)  Queen Bees and Wannabees: Helping your daughter survive cliques, gossip, boyfriends and the realities of adolescence.  Crown Publishers.

ED61 Gender and Education

Readings in Gender and Curriculum

Literacy
Rowan, L., Knobel, M., Bigum, C. and Lankshear, C. (2002) Boys, literacies and schooling: The dangerous territorities of gender-based literacy reform.  Philadelphia: Open University Press.

Smith, M.W. and Wilhelm, J.D. (2002)  “Reading don’t fix no Chevy’s”: Literacy in the lives of young men.  Portsmouth, HH: Heinemann.

Blackburn, M.V. (2002) Disrupting the (hetero)normative: Exploring literacy performances and identity work with queer youth.  Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy.  46(4).  312-324.

Finders, J.J.  (1997) Just girls: Hidden literacies and life in junior high.  NY: Teachers College Press.  

Young, J. P. and Brozo, W. G. (2001)  Boys will be boys, or will they?  Literacy and masculinities.  Reading Research Quarterly.  36(5).  316-325.

Harper, H..J. (2000)  Wild words, dangerous desires: High school girls and feminist avant-garde writing.  NY: Peter Lang Publishing.

Mathematics

Hanna, G. (ed.) (1996) Towards Gender Equity in Mathematics Education.  Netherlands: Kluwar Academic Publishers.

Sanders, J.S. Koch, J. and Urso, J.  (1997) Gender equity right from the start. Mahwah, N.J. : L. Erlbaum Associates.  

Secada, W. Fennema, E., and Adajian, L. B. (1995) New directions for equity in mathematics education.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Bart, J. (ed). (2000) Women succeeding in the sciences : theories and practices across disciplines.  West Lafayette, Ind. : Purdue University Press.
Technology

Sanders, J.S. Koch, J. and Urso, J.  (1997) Gender equity right from the start. Mahwah, N.J. : L. Erlbaum Associates.  

Polite, V. and Davis, J. E. (eds)  (1999) African American males in school and society : practices and policies for effective education.  New York : Teachers College Press.


(Chapter on mathematics, chapter on technology).

Sanders, J. (2002)  Gender equity in technology education.  In Koch, J. and Irby, B. Defining and redefining gender equity in education.  Information Age Publishing.

Bart, J. (ed). (2000) Women succeeding in the sciences : theories and practices across disciplines.  West Lafayette, Ind. : Purdue University Press.
Willinsky, J. (2000) Tempering the Masculinities of Technology. In Lesko, N. (ed.) Masculinities at School.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Science

Guzzetti, Barbara J. (2001) Texts and Talk: The Role of Gender in Learning Physics.  In Constructions of literacy : studies of teaching and learning in and out of secondary schools .  Moje,, E. and David G. O'Brien (eds). Mahwah, N.J. : Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2001
Lederman M. and Bartsch I.  (2001) The gender and science reader.  London ; New York : Routledge.

Polite, V. and Davis, J. E. (eds)  (1999) African American males in school and society : practices and policies for effective education.  New York : Teachers College Press.


(Chapter on mathematics, chapter on technology).

Seymour, E.  and Hewitt,  N. (1997)  Talking about leaving : why undergraduates leave the sciences.  Boulder, Colo. : Westview Press.

Barton, A. C. (1998)  Feminist Science Education.  NY: Teachers College Press.

Eisenhart, M. and Finkel, E. (1998)  Women’s science: Learning and succeeding from the margins.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Bart, J. (ed). (2000) Women succeeding in the sciences : theories and practices across disciplines.  West Lafayette, Ind. : Purdue University Press.
Physical Education

Scraton, S. and Flintoff, A.  (2002) Gender and sport : a reader,  London ; New York : Routledge.

Gard, M. (2002) 'I like smashing people, and I like getting smashed myself': addressing issues of masculinity in physical education and sport .  In Martino, M. What About the Boys?.  Buckingham, England: Open University Press.
Diller, A. and Houston, B. (1996)  Women's Physical Education: A Gender-Sensitive Perspective.  In Diller, A. (ed.) The gender question in education : theory, pedagogy, and politics.  Boulder, Colo. : Westview Press, 1996.

Foreign language

Stanton, D. and Stewart, A. (1995)  Feminisms in the academy.  Ann Arbor : University of Michigan Press.  (several chapters)

Teacher education

Letts, W. (2002) Revision multiculturalism in teacher education: Isn’t it queer.  In Kissen, R. (ed.) Getting Ready for Benjamin.  Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield.

Robertson, L. (1994) Feminist teacher education: Applying feminist pedagogies to the preparation of new teachers.  Feminist Teacher.  8(1).

Zittleman, K. and Sadker, D. (2002) Gender bias in teacher education texts.  Journal of Teacher Education.  53(2).  168-180.

Sanders, J. (2002)  Something is missing from teacher education: Attention to two genders.  Phi Delta Kappan.  84(3).  241.

