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T
h

e h
ealth

 o
f th

e C
o

lleg
e is in

tertw
in

ed
 w

ith
 th

e h
ealth

 o
f 

S
w

arth
m

o
re B

o
ro

u
g

h
.

A
s is the case w

ith countless other A
m

erican colleges and tow
ns, a 

healthy com
m

unity provides great support for educational institutions 
located w

ithin those com
m

unities,  and a thriving college m
akes for a 

healthy com
m

unity.  C
ollege decisions about land use not only need to be 

w
ise in term

s of furthering its ow
n purposes, but also should enhance local 

neighborhoods, support dow
ntow

n revitalization and add to the beauty of 
the com

m
unity.

 W
hile the C

ollege is a tax-exem
pt institution, it currently pays real estate 

taxes (local, county and school) on m
any properties that it ow

ns, prim
arily 

those used for residential purposes.  W
hile this practice m

ay not be legally 
required, the C

ollege has chosen to continue tax paym
ents on these 

properties and believes that this practice should continue.  T
he C

ollege is 
com

m
itted to no net reduction in revenues to the B

orough.  

In
fo

rm
al in

teractio
n

 is fu
n

d
am

en
tal to

 th
e cu

ltu
re o

f th
e C

o
lleg

e an
d

 it 
m

u
st b

e su
p

p
o

rted
 b

y th
e p

h
ysical en

viro
n

m
en

t
S

w
arthm

ore C
ollege places im

portance on creating spaces designed to 
foster inform

al interaction betw
een students and faculty. A

n environm
ent 

that is overw
helm

ingly casual, w
here everyone feels relaxed and "at 

hom
e" is to be developed. T

he residential scale and suburban character of 
the cam

pus should be honored. 
   

T
his docum

ent identifies seven principles for land-use planning. C
om

m
on 

to all are certain values that underlie these principles. 
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T
h

e n
atu

ral en
viro

n
m

en
t is a fu

n
d

am
en

tal co
m

p
o

n
en

t o
f th

e C
am

p
u

s.
S

w
arthm

ore's landscape is the core com
ponent of the cam

pus 
environm

ent and serves as the unifying elem
ent to integrate disparate 

styles of buildings.  A
cross cam

pus, nature is to dom
inate the view

 and 
rem

ain integral to daily cam
pus functions. T

he S
w

arthm
ore C

ollege 
C

am
pus is both a park and arboretum

.

T
h

e C
o

lleg
e is a resid

en
tial co

m
m

u
n

ity fo
r stu

d
en

ts an
d

 facu
lty. 

S
w

arthm
ore C

ollege is a residential college providing for the close 
association of students and instructors as an im

portant elem
ent in 

education.  H
ousing is provided for all students w

ho request it and faculty 
is encouraged to live in close proxim

ity through either a college-sponsored 
rental or m

ortgage program
. 

T
he latter provides a subsidized m

ortgage to faculty w
ho purchases a 

hom
e w

ithin a m
ile and one-half of P

arrish H
all, or in C

hester C
ity or M

edia 
B

orough.  In its rental program
, the C

ollege leases 65 units of rental 
housing to faculty. W

e believe it is im
portant that both program

s be 
m

aintained in their current form
 and in approxim

ately the sam
e num

bers 
as exist today.  If there is a change in land-use that results in a decrease 
of rental faculty housing the C

ollege should analyze the particular effect 
(are w

e losing hom
es or apartm

ents, are w
e changing use in one 

particular area or is it spread out?) and seek to com
pensate for the change 

in an appropriate m
anner.   



W
IL

L
IA

M
 R

A
W

N
 A

S
S

O
C

IA
T

E
S

, A
rchitects, Inc. - B

oston, M
A

L
A

N
D

 U
S

E
 A

N
A

L
Y

S
IS

 - S
W

A
R

T
H

M
O

R
E

 C
O

L
L

E
G

E
F

ebruary 20, 2002

600
200

0
400

V
A

L
U

E
 O

N
E

T
he natural environm

ent is a 
fundam

ental com
ponent of the 

C
am

pus.

V
A

L
U

E
 T

W
O

T
he C

ollege is a residential 
com

m
unity for students and 

faculty. 

V
A

L
U

E
 T

H
R

E
E

T
he health of the C

ollege is 
intertw

ined w
ith the health of 

S
w

arthm
ore B

orough.

V
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 F

O
U

R
Inform

al interaction is fundam
ental 

to the culture of the C
ollege and it 

should be supported by the 
physical environm

ent.
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