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           Chester Children’s Chorus Reading Volunteer Program
Summer 2011
This summer we will need 50 adult volunteers (ages 21+) to read one-on-one with children 8 and 9 years old.  Volunteers play a vital role by providing our youngest children with individual attention and helping them maintain and improve their reading skills over the summer.

When:


Monday, June 27 through Thursday, July 28 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 11 a.m. to noon

Where: 


Lang Music Building at Swarthmore College

NEW THIS SUMMER: ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST HAVE CHILD ABUSE CLEARANCES
-----Obtaining a clearance will take at least 3 weeks and up to 8 weeks. Please start early!

-----Instructions on obtaining a Pennsylvania child abuse clearance are provided on page 3. The cost is $20 including a mandatory criminal background check.

-----Clearances are required for children’s protection and insurance purposes.
Opportunities are greatest for men and women who can be here every day for two weeks or more, as this allows us to pair the volunteer with the same child every day. This extended commitment is educationally and emotionally helpful to the child and offers the volunteer the rewarding opportunity to bond with a child. We especially welcome male volunteers to read with our boys. 

How it Works: 

The volunteer and child choose books together from our library of more than 300 titles, and volunteers may bring books they know and love. Each adult-child pair finds a nook in the building where they can read without interruption. We provide blank books for writing and illustrating and word and grammar games that children can play as a reward when they have finished the day’s reading.

We ask our volunteers to help the children understand what they read and expand their vocabularies. Of course the reading should be fun, but it’s easier to enjoy something you’re good at!  We’ll provide tips about how to help a child learn to read better and enjoy it more at our

Reading Strategies Workshop

Thursday, June 23, 7 to 9 p.m. in Lang Music Building
This workshop will include opportunities for discussion and questions about the reading hour; an overview of our guidelines for volunteers; and a chance to browse through our library.

Accessibility: Volunteers must be able to walk stairs and walk 400 feet uphill to the parking area.

To volunteer, please fill out the Reading Volunteer Information form and return It by email or postal mail. We suggest you keep a duplicate as a reminder of the dates you’ve offered.
If you have questions, please email managing director Andrea Knox at aknox1@swarthmore.edu.  We will contact volunteers between June 13 and June 17 with their reading schedules and children’s names. 


Chester Children’s Chorus – Summer 2011 Reading Volunteer Information

Name________________________________________________Age (if under 21)_______

Street___________________________________Town___________________Zip________

Phone Day:______________________________Eve:________________________________

Cell: ___________________________Email:______________________________________

Volunteers are required to have child abuse clearances issued within the last 12 months. Instructions on how to obtain a Pennsylvania clearance are attached to this form. Residents of other states may contact CCC administrative assistant Elisa DeNofio at edenofi1@swarthmore.edu for assistance.

( I have a child abuse clearance that is less than 12 months old. I am sending a photocopy of it with this form.

( I will need to obtain a child abuse clearance. I understand that this can take 3 to 8 weeks and will cost $20. I will send or bring it to the chorus office when I receive it.

Our reading hour will be from 11 a.m. to noon on the following days. Please check the days that you will be available. 

Week of June 27: Mon_______Tues_______Wed__________Thurs_______________

Week of July 4:    Mon_Holiday_Tues_______Wed__________Thurs_______________

Week of July 10:   Mon __ _____Tues_______Wed__________Thurs________

Week of July 17:  Mon________Tues_______Wed__________Thurs______________

Week of July 24:  Mon _______Tues________Wed_________Thurs_______________

If you are uncertain of some days, please mark them with a question mark.

Are you a teacher, reading specialist, or librarian? 

Please return to: Chester Children’s Chorus, Swarthmore College, 500 College Ave., Swarthmore, Pa. 19081, or edenofi1@swarthmore.edu.

           Chester Children’s Chorus Reading Volunteer Program
Summer 2011

HOW TO OBTAIN A PENNSYLVANIA CHILD ABUSE CLEARANCE

This is a two-step process that takes 3 to 8 weeks.

First, obtain a Pennsylvania criminal background check.

· The online application is at: 

· http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=4451&PageID=458621&mode=2  
· If you are reading this in print, copy the following address into your Web browser:  https://epatch.state.pa.us/Home.jsp
· The cost is $10 and you can pay by credit card.

· You may also submit a paper application by printing out the form from the Web site above and submitting it with a $10 money order.
You will receive this clearance in one to three weeks. It’s fastest to do it on line.

Second, attach a copy of your criminal background check to your application for a child abuse clearance.

· The child abuse clearance application is at the following Web address:

· :  http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/findaform/childabusehistoryclearanceforms/index.htm
· The child abuse application cannot be filled out on line. You must print it out and mail it.
· Check Volunteer in the box that asks for the purpose of the clearance.

· You must list everyone you have lived with since 1975. Be sure to include parents, roommates, former spouses, grandchildren, stepchildren, and foster children.

· Remember to sign the form.

· Send a $10 money order with the application. Checks and credit cards are not accepted.

You will receive this clearance in two to four weeks. 

______________________________________________________________________________

When you receive the child abuse clearance, bring or send a photocopy to the Chester Children’s Chorus office. Keep the original.  

To hand-deliver your clearance: The CCC office is in the Septa train station in Swarthmore. The door is on the side facing away from the tracks.

To send a copy of your clearance:

Fax: 610-690-2021

Email: Scan and send to edenofi1@swarthmore.edu
U.S. mail: Chester Children’s Chorus

     Swarthmore College

     500 College Ave.

     Swarthmore, PA 19081

For assistance, contact chorus administrator Elisa DeNofio at edenofi1@swarthmore.edu  or 610-957-6049.
